
CHAPTER 3: RISK ASSESSMENT
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Drug use and alcoholism, 
which reduce immunity and 
increases severity of infection

Exposure

Susceptibility

Crowding

 Inability to perform 

social distancing

Frequent contact with 

infected population

Predisposition 

Stress

Environment

Behavior

Treatment

Vaccination

Ability to obtain care if 

infected

Continuity of 

care

Living in a crowded house-
hold or building 

Work or life circumstances 
(service workers/single 
parents)

Healthcare workers, care 
givers, and first responders

Very old, very young,  and 
those with pre-existing health 
conditions

Those who work or live in high- 
stress situations likely to have 
lower immunity

Poor or unsafe housing, which 
lowers immunity

Populations unable to get 
vaccinated

People who have no health 
insurance, the poor, immigrants, 
and those with disabilities

Impact on healthcare workforce, 
interruptions in service for 
people who seek  medical     
treatments  for HIV, diabetes, etc. 

1
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http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/about/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/plague/
http://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dvbd/
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/diseases/cdlym.shtml
http://www.flu.gov/pandemic/history
http://cees.tamiu.edu/covertheborder/TOOLS/NationalPlanningSen.pdf
http://www.nrdc.org/health/climate/disease.asp
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/typhoid/letter.html

