
NEW YORK CITY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN OVERVIEW

WHAT IS HAZARD MITIGATION?
      Any action taken to reduce the long-term risk to        
      human life and property from hazards. 
      Essential to breaking the typical disaster cycle of   
      response, recovery, and repeated damage.

WHAT IS A HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN? 
     Comprehensive resource document that identifies and       
     profiles hazards.
     Assesses the city’s vulnerability to these hazards.
     Examines existing projects and proposed actions to            
     mitigate the potential impacts of these hazards.

In order to be eligible for FEMA mitigation funding, local 
and state jurisdictions must have a FEMA-approved 
Hazard Mitigation Plan, which is updated every five 
years. 

Hazards in NYC:
A number of hazards pose a threat to New York City.  The 2009 HMP focused 
on natural disasters.  The 2014 update will add non-natural hazards and  
address how hazards impact the future environment.

Natural Hazards
 
Coastal Erosion
         
Coastal Storms

Drought

Earthquakes

Extreme Temperatures

Flooding

Non-Natural/Secondary Hazards

Utility Disruptions

Hazardous Waste Release

Infrastructure Failures

Building Collapses and Explosions

Cyber Threats

Prevention
Property Protection
Public Education and Awareness
Coastal and Natural Resource 
Protection
Emergency Services
Structural Projects

Planning Team

MPC Steering Committee 

Mitigation Planning Council

NGOs Academic Public

The Planning Team is the overall lead 
for developing the Hazard Mitigation 
Plan. This is a collaborative effort 
between OEM and DCP.

The MPCSC is a core group 
of 13 agencies that provide 
guidance and subject matter 
expertise on strategic 
decisions for developing and 
implementing the plan. 

The MPC serves as a 
multi-disciplinary group 
of 38 stakeholders that 
have an overall interest 
in reducing the impact 
of hazards on the 
natural, social, and built 
environment.Throughout the planning process the Planning Team will 

organize community involvement meetings with academic 
institutions, the private sector, professional organizations, and 
the public in order to garner support and input from the 
community.
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Key Plan Components:
Risk Assessment:  Identifies and 
profiles hazards, determines vulnera-
bility, and estimates potential 
impacts.
Mitigation Strategy: Identifies 
actions that reduce the effects of 
hazards. Evaluates these actions 
and develops an implementation 
strategy.

Mitigation Action Types:

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Access the 2009 HMP at: 
www.nyc.gov/html/oem/htm-
l/home/home.shtml.

FEMA HMP Overview:
http://www.fema.gov/haz-
ard-mitigation-planning-over-
view

NYS DHSES:  http://ww-
w.dhses.ny.gov/oem/

Questions? 
Email mitigation@oem.nyc.gov

The city’s first FEMA-approved Hazard Mitigation Plan 
was adopted in March 2009 and will be updated by 
spring 2014.  

Severe Weather
 
Winter Storms

Disease Outbreaks

Wild Fires
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