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Special Governors Island District 
 

D R A F T 
 

1/31/2013 
 

Matter in underline is new, to be added; 
Matter in strikeout is old, to be deleted; 
Matter within #      #  is defined in Section 12-10; 
*   *   * indicates where unchanged text appears in the Zoning Resolution   
 
 
Article I 
Chapter 2 
 
12-10  
DEFINITIONS 

*     *     * 
 
Special Governors Island District 
 
The “Special Governors Island District” is a Special Purpose District designated by the letters 
“GI” in which the special regulations set forth in Article XIII, Chapter 4, apply. 
 

*     *     * 
Article I 
 
Chapter 3 
Comprehensive Off-Street Parking Regulations in Community Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
and 8 in the Borough of Manhattan and Portions of Community Districts 1 and 2 in the 
Borough of Queens 
 
13-00 
GENERAL PURPOSES  
 
The provisions of this Chapter establish special comprehensive regulations for off-street parking 
in Manhattan Community Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 (with the exception of Roosevelt 
Island and Governors Island) and portions of Queens Community Districts 1 and 2.  These 
regulations are a significant step forward towards bringing the Zoning Resolution into 
conformity with current environmental programs and safety standards concerning air pollution in 
the Borough of Manhattan, south of 110th Street. In Long Island City, Borough of Queens, these 
regulations will allow the city to plan for the parking needs of residents and businesses in a more 
rational manner and help facilitate a mass transit, pedestrian-oriented Central Business District.  
 

*     *     * 
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Article XIII – Special Purpose Districts 
 
Chapter 4 
Special Governors Island District 
 
134-00 
GENERAL PURPOSES 
 
The #Special Governors Island District# established in this Resolution is designed to promote 
and protect public health, safety and general welfare. These goals include, among others, the 
following specific purposes: 
 
(a) Promote public use and enjoyment of the Island as a recreational destination that draws 

upon its location in New York Harbor with singular views and  natural beauty; 
 
(b) Encourage educational and cultural uses such as the arts, music and dance which bring 

the public to the Island to enjoy cultural events in a unique setting of historic buildings 
and green spaces; 

 
(c) Promote public use of the Island for water-related recreational and educational activities 

that benefit from its unique Island setting;  
 
(d) Preserve historic buildings in the historic district and encourage their  renovation and 

redevelopment for appropriate educational, cultural, and commercial uses; 
 
(e) Facilitate commercial uses including, but not limited to, hotels, restaurants, retail, arts 

and crafts galleries and  related uses that are compatible with the educational, cultural, 
and recreational uses of the Island and with the primary use of the Island by the public as 
a recreational resource; and 

 
(f) Promote the most desirable use of land and thus conserve the value of land and buildings, 

and thereby protect the City’s tax revenues. 
 
134-01 
General Provisions 
 
For the purposes of this Chapter, the area within the boundaries of the #Special Governors Island 
District# shall be considered a single #zoning lot#. 
 
Development rights may not be transferred across the boundary of the #Special Governors Island 
District#.   
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134-02 
Applicability of Parking and Loading Regulations 
 
The off-street parking and loading regulations of the underlying district, and Article I, Chapter 3 
(Comprehensive Off-Street Parking Regulations in Community Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 
in the Borough of Manhattan and Portions of Community Districts 1 and 2 in the Borough of 
Queens), shall not apply.  In lieu thereof, off-street parking and loading berths #accessory# to 
any #use# permitted within the #Special Governors Island District# shall be allowed. 
 
134-03 
Applicability of Special Regulations Applying in the Waterfront Area 
 
The provisions of Article VI, Chapter 2 (Special Regulations Applying in the Waterfront Area) 
shall not apply, except as set forth in Section 134-22 (Special Height and Setback Regulations).   
 
134-10 
SPECIAL USE REGULATIONS 
 
134-11 
Commercial Use 
 
All #commercial uses# shall be allowed; however, any #commercial use# larger than 7,500 
square feet in #floor area# shall only be permitted provided that, prior to the establishment of 
such #use#, the applicant  shall submit a written description of such #use# to the local 
community board, together with information to demonstrate  that such #use# will promote the 
goals of the #Special Governors Island District#, complement existing #uses# within the special 
district, and be compatible with the nature, scale, and character of other #uses# within the special 
district.  
 
The local community board shall have the opportunity to respond to such submission with 
written comments within forty-five (45) days of receipt, and the applicant shall thereafter provide 
the local community board with a written response to such comments, including a description of 
any modifications to the proposal or, if a recommendation of the local community board has not 
been adopted, the reasons such modification has not been made.   
 
No building permit shall be issued with respect to a #commercial use# larger than 7,500 square 
feet unless the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission shall have certified to the 
Department of Buildings that the applicant has complied with the provisions of this Section. 
 
134-12 
Signs  
 
For #commercial uses#, the #sign# regulations of a C1 District mapped within an R3-2 District 
shall apply.  
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134-20 
SPECIAL BULK REGULATIONS 
 
134-21 
Special Regulations for Commercial Uses 
 
For #commercial uses#, the #floor area# regulations of a C1 District mapped within an R3-2 
District shall apply.   
 
134-22 
Special Height and Setback Regulations  
 
The provisions of Section 62-341 (Developments on land and platforms) shall apply to all 
#buildings# in the #Special Governors Island District#.  
 
 
 
 
 

End text 


