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Where after all do universal human

rights begin? In small places, close
to home —so close and so small that
they cannot be seen on any map of the
world. Yet they are the world of the
individual person: The neighborhood
he lives in; the school or college he
attends; the factory, farm or office
where he works. Such are the places
where every man, woman and child
seeks equal justice, equal opportunity,
equal dignity without discrimination.
Unless these rights have meaning there,
they have little meaning anywhere.
Without concerted citizen action to
uphold them close to home, we shall
look in vain for progress

in the larger world.”

Eleanor Roosevelt

If you or someone you know is a victim of
domestic violence, help is available.

In case of emergency, call 911
For other City services, dial 311
NYC Domestic Violence Hotline
1-800-621-HOPE (4673)
1-800-810-7444 (TDD)

All of the above offer toll-free, 24-hour
assistance in all languages.
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What is the Family Justice Center?

The Family Justice Center will reduce
barriers faced by victims of domestic
violence who are seeking help. Located
in Brooklyn, the Center will allow victims
to access comprehensive services more
easily by placing dedicated domestic
violence prosecutors and essential
service-providers under one roof.

The Center is one of 15 models created
nationally to establish best practices
and reduce domestic violence in the
United States.

The Center will assist up to 7,000 adult
victims and 14,000 children annually.

Why is a Family Justice Center needed
in New York City?

On an average day, 1,000 people will call
either 911 or the New York City Domestic
Violence Hotline to report an incident of
domestic abuse.

In 2003, there were 64 family related
murders in New York City. In 70% of
those cases, the victim had no prior
contact with the police.

The current system is complicated and
intimidating. The Family Justice Center will
encourage victims to seek assistance and
may help reduce family homicides.



How will the Center help victims?
Victims will receive immediate and caring treatment
and a full range of assistance.

With only one appointment, they will meet with a
prosecutor, petition for an order of protection, receive
legal advice on housing and custody issues, talk
to a counselor, and apply for housing and financial
assistance—all while their children play safely in
the next room.

The Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence
and the Kings County District Attorney’s Office
(Brooklyn) are the Center’s primary partners.

Representatives from nine City and State agencies,
25 community based organizations, six faith-based
organizations, and six universities will provide
support to the Center.

The ultimate goal of this collaborative is to
reduce the number of family violence incidents,
recidivism and homicides, and to encourage
victims to seek help.

What services will be provided?
Victims will access a wide range of services,
including:

Prosecution

Civil legal representation for immigration,
housing, and family court matters

Access to shelter and housing
Public benefits

Healthcare

Childcare

Safety planning

Counseling

Support groups

Services for the elderly/disabled

Court accompaniment
Credit counseling
Parenting skills training
Language interpretation

Voluntary spiritual support

Why New York City chose to place a Family
Justice Center in Brooklyn

Brooklyn has the highest number of reported
domestic violence crimes Citywide (87,640 in 2003),
including the highest number of family-related
homicides each year (22 in 2003).

The Family Justice Center in downtown Brooklyn will
also have a significant impact. Brooklyn’s strong
network of domestic violence service providers have
a history of working cooperatively with City agencies
and with the borough’s diverse population, and the
Kings County District Attorney’s Office has led the
nation in implementing innovative programs in this area.

How is the Family Justice Center funded?
New York City was awarded a $1.227 million grant
from the U.S. Department of Justice, Office on
Violence Against Women to create a Family Justice
Center in downtown Brooklyn.

Although the City will fund all salary costs through
the use of existing staff from City and partner
agencies, additional funds will be needed to
support start-up costs to open the Center.

Working together, the public and private sectors
will increase government’s ability to hold batterers
accountable and promote the safety of domestic
violence victims and their children.

How do | donate to the Center?

Donations will be received through the Mayor’s Fund
to Advance New York City, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
corporation. Contributions to the Mayor’s Fund are
tax deductible to the extent provided by law—100%
of your donation will go to the New York City Family
Justice Center.

By mail: Checks should be made payable and
forwarded to:

The Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City
One Liberty Plaza, 33rd Floor
New York, NY 10006
In the memo field of your check, please note
“NYC Family Justice Center”

By phone: Call the Mayor’s Office to Combat
Domestic Violence at 212-788-3156.

Online: Instructions to donate may be found online
at www.nyc.gov/domesticviolence.

Your contact information is confidential and will not
be shared with any other organization.
Founders Circle
Altria Group, Inc.
AVON Foundation
Joe Torre Safe at Home Foundation
Lifetime Entertainment Services
The Michael Bolton Charities, Inc.
United Way, Inc.
Verizon Wireless

WOR Radio/Dr. Joy to the World Foundation

Become a founding member today!

Domestic violence facts
Domestic violence occurs in every country and in
families of all races, cultures, religion, and income
levels. It can happen to people of all ages and
sexual orientations.

Nationally, one in four women will be physically or
sexually assaulted by an intimate partner in their
lifetime.

The health-related costs of rape, physical assault,
stalking, and homicide by intimate partners exceed
$5.8 billion each year. Of this total, productivity
losses account for nearly $1.8 billion.

More than one-third of all women who sought care
in hospital emergency rooms for violence-related
injuries were injured by an intimate partner.

Studies show that children exposed to domestic
violence may become anxious, depressed, or
aggressive. They may begin doing poorly in school
and could develop drug and alcohol problems.

“This Center is a promise by you
that we can look toward the future free
of fear, intimidation, and abandonment...
[and] represents hope to any woman
who has the courage to leave her

abusive relationship.”

Vanessa, a survivor
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