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New York City Police Department

Tips on Burglary Prevention

English
Korean
Chinese

Office of the Chief of Community Affairs Bureau
Crime Prevention Section
34Y> East 12" Street
New York, N.Y. 10003

(212) 614-6741



Tips on Burglary Prevention

The NYPD needs your help in combating burglary. Put burglars out of business.
Burglary violates the safety and security of the home. Many burglaries can be
prevented if you follow these tips:

Reduce the time available for entry.

Never leave your door unlocked (and, of course, never leave your door open).
Dead bolt locks are a great deterrent to burglars.

If you go out, close and lock your windows. Many burglars enter homes and
apartment through open windows. Window on or near fire escapes should always
be locked. The best and safest way to secure your fire escape or window, are gates
approved by the Fire Department, on fire escape windows are a good investment.

Buzz people into your building ONLY when you are absolutely sure of the
visitors identity. Anytime you see a suspicious person near your home, call
911 immediately.

Residents of two and three family houses, make sure that the front door
entering the building is locked at all times. Use a licensed locksmith to
properly install locks.

Don’t permit unexpected deliverymen, etc. into your home. Ask them for their LD.
and phone number of their office. Call 911 if you are not sure of their identity.

Apartment dwellers, insist that the building management improve security
(e.g., better locks, better lighting, security cameras, etc...).

Burglar alarm systems are a good deterrent.

Terraces- Although terraces may seem to be out of reach, they are vulnerable
to burglary. Secure all terrace doors properly install locks.

Air conditioners- If air-conditioners are in accessible areas, such as walls or
window near the ground or fire escape, secure the unit to the sleeve to prevent
it from being pushed in or pulled out.

All accessible windows in an apartment need securing. These include basement,
first floor, and fire escape windows. Additional security should be applies on
those windows near a fire escape, such as bathroom or kitchen windows.

Have your building enroll in the Trespass Affidavit Program. Persons found
in your building without a legitimate purpose may be subject to arrest.

If you live on the top floor, make certain that the roof door is closed. By
NYC Building Code regulation, a roof door may not be locked temporarily
or permanently. It must always allow for emergency exit.

Contact your Precinct Crime Prevention Officer to enroll in the Blockwatcher
Program (to help report crime in your neighborhood), Operation I.D., VIN
ETCH for your car, HEAT program, and much more.

If you follow these basic tips, you can greatly reduce your chances of being burglarized.

DIAL 911 FOR EMERGENCY
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