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Programs and Events

This booklet is designed to introduce the reader to the various
programs the NYPD offers. As you will see, we offer many
opportunities for residents to get involved in community
improvement, numerous services to protect their persons and
property, and constructive character-building programs for
their children and teens. Through these efforts in partnership
with the community, the Community Affairs Bureau works to
enhance today’s quality of life throughout the five boroughs
and provide a brighter future for the city’s children.

The Community Affairs Bureau’s mission is to foster positive
and productive police-community relationships. By
partnering with community leaders, civic organizations,
block associations, Community Boards, and the Police
Department’s own Precinct Community Councils, we work to
create solutions for local problems that arise within the city’s
many communities.

The Community Affairs Bureau is comprised of several units
including: the Community Affairs Division, the Crime
Prevention Section, the School Safety Division, the Juvenile
Justice Division, and the Youth Services Section. To learn
more about these units you may visit our website at
www.nyc.gov/nypd or www.communityaffairs.org

Locally, you can find a Community Affairs officer at every
precinct and/or Housing Police Service Area. The

CommunitvAffairs@NVPD.ore | Community Affairs officers are there to assist you with your
www.CommunityAffairs.org . .
local police-community concerns.

Tel: (646) 610-5323
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he Ride Along Program Have you ever wondered what it is like to ride in
an NYPD police vehicle and patrol the streets of
New York City?

The Ride Along program allows you to do just
that — ride along in a police vehicle with NYPD
police officers. This program allows participants
a unique opportunity to experience a firsthand
glimpse of the everyday work police officers do.
The police officers will explain exactly how they
monitor activity on the street; cars, traffic, pedes-
trians, etc. They will also explain how radio as-
signments are processed, received, and handled.

Participants in this program come away with an enhanced awareness and understanding
of police officers and the duties they perform.

For more information visit our website at www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.

Clergy Liaison Program

The Clergy Liaison program establishes a working partnership between the Police Depart-
ment and clergy leaders, in furtherance of their shared mission of enhancing the quality of
life throughout New York City. This mutual goal is the basis for the Clergy Liaison Pro-
gram, a formal partnership that establishes meaningful conduits between the Department
and the many religious denominations practiced across the five boroughs.

NYPD Clergy Liaisons are nominated by Commanding Officers based on their role as a
leader in a particular congregation or faith-based organization. They receive specialized
training on topics such as: hate crimes, domestic violence, drug abuse prevention, gang
awareness, counter-terrorism, etc. Their intimate connection to the community also plays
an important role in identifying internal community problems and helping the Department
to implement early intervention strategies to prevent unrest.

The Department currently has approximately three (300) hundred liaisons enrolled in the
program. For more  information, please  visit our  website at
www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.
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Citizens Police Academy

The Citizens Police Academy is an academy where members of
the community attend an accelerated police training program,
which mirrors the training actual police recruits receive. Each
Citizen’s Police Academy session is 14 weeks long during the
spring and fall, meeting one (1) night each week. Participants are
nominated by the Commanding officer of every Police Precinct,
Housing Police Service Area, Transit District, and the Chief of
the Community Affairs Bureau.

Participants in the Citizens Police Academy gain a rare insight and understanding of police
work. There are a series of classroom presentations covering an array of topics such as: law,
police procedure, counter-terrorism, etc... The curriculum consists of hands-on training
through the use of role playing scenarios. You will have an opportunity to hear from the chiefs
of Housing Bureau, Transit Bureau, Internal Affairs Bureau, and other bureau chiefs who will
provide a breakdown of how those bureaus work, and how you can work more closely with
them.

When a person calls 911, do you ever wonder who the person is taking the call and how they
process it? How does your call get to the police officers? Have you ever considered what pro-
cess a person goes through, where they are taken, when arrested? Have you ever wondered
what the caravans of police cars winding through city streets with their lights flashing are do-
ing? Have you ever asked yourself what the police do differently based on terrorism alerts?

These are the types of things you will learn about in the Citizens Police Academy.

Police officers often times have to make split-second life-and-death decisions. In the Citizens
Police Academy, you can get a sense of that experience and responsibility through the use of
our state-of-the-art firearms simulator.

When you graduate from the Citizens Police Academy, you will have an enhanced understand-
ing of how the Police Department works. You can share this understanding with your block,
your church, at your workplace, so that we can partner in a better relationship in our common
goal of making the city a better place.

If you want more information about the Citizens Police Academy, or would like to learn more
about the Citizens Police Academy experience from a prior graduate, visit our website at
www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.
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CRIME PREVENTION

Operation Identification

Operation Identification is a program which allows you to register your electronic devices such
as a cellphone in the event you ever need to report your device(s) lost or stolen, the Depart-
ment will already have a record of your serial number(s). This allows the Department to put an
alarm on the item(s) and may assist in the recovery of your electronic devices.

Additionally, our personnel can assist you in activating locating software built into certain
electronic devices, such as Apple’s “Find my 1Phone” application. These applications have as-
sisted police in recovering stolen devices and making arrests.

For more information about Operation Identification contact your local precinct’s Crime Pre-
vention Officer, visit our website at www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.

Security Survey

Would you agree that if a home is easier to break into it be-
comes a more attractive target for criminals? Do you know
what makes a home an easy target?

Precinct Crime Prevention Officers can help. They offer
home security surveys where they will bring attention to se-
curity vulnerabilities and suggest corrective measures. Are-
as covered by these surveys include an evaluation of locks,
doors, lighting, windows, landscaping, and alarm systems.

In-depth security evaluations may be requested for an array of different locations such as: pri-
vate houses, apartments, apartment buildings, building complexes, schools, houses of worship,
etc.

Also available are crime prevention lectures for community groups or organizations, where of-
ficers will provide advice for securing your home.

For more information, residents or businesses may contact their local precinct Crime Preven-
tion Officer, visit our website at www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.
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Public Awareness Safety Lectures

The Community Affairs Bureau offers a series of safety and security lectures designed to en-
hance the public’s knowledge and awareness on various public safety concerns. Our personnel
will appear at community gatherings to deliver presentations upon request, and also provide
attendees with topical literature.

Remember, some people make it easy for a criminal to commit their crime. The more infor-
mation you have on crimes, the less likely you are to become a victim. Have your civic associ-
ation, block association, church, or other organization invite the NYPD to address your group.

Among the subjects covered in these lectures are:

*  Identity Theft precautions

»  Personal Safety tips

e  Child Safety

* Internet Safety

*  Burglary / Robbery Prevention
*  Anti-Bullying

*  Prescription drug abuse

If you know of any organization that is interested in hosting one of our lectures, feel free to
visit our website at www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.
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VIN Etching Program

All motor vehicles have a unique serial number called a VIN (vehicle identification number),
which manufacturers place in several locations on vehicles. Car thieves have been known to
alter VINs, or remove VINs from junked vehicles and place them on stolen vehicles, to hide
the vehicle’s stolen status.

Precinct Crime Prevention Officers can etch a vehicle’s VIN number in a discreet location, in
very small characters, onto a vehicle’s windows.

How is this helpful? If a car thief observes the VIN etching on the windows of a potential car,
he/she will think twice about targeting this vehicle because they are aware they would have to
replace the windows.

For more information, contact your local precinct Crime Prevention Officer or by visiting our
website at www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.
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YOUTH PROGRAMS

Summer Youth Police Academy

The Summer Youth Police Academy is a six-week program; open to youths aged 10 to 16. The
Summer Youth Police Academy is a highly enjoyable program that at the same time also teach-
es participants personal values such as discipline and self-confidence. Participants also receive
classes on critical youth-related topics such as gang awareness, internet safety, bullying, and
drug awareness.

Days typically include activities such as calisthenics, military drills, and sports activities. Par-
ticipants also enjoy field trips to historic landmarks such as the USS Intrepid museum.

Additionally, members of various specialty units within the Police Department (i.e., Emergen-
cy Services Unit, Evidence Collection Unit, etc.) as well as distinguished community leaders
and elected officials, often appear as guest speakers.

The program runs five days a week from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., with sites throughout the five
boroughs.

The program culminates with a graduation ceremony at One Police Plaza, with the commence-
ment address delivered by the Police Commissioner.

Applications are available during the month of April on-line, however, they must be printed
out and mailed via the United States Postal Service. Applications will be accepted no later
than Friday June 21, 2013. Applications will become available every April.

A TRBADITION
FXCELLENS

An application for the 2013 Summer
Youth Police Academy is available here.

A video on the Summer Youth Police
Academy is available here.

Visit our website at
www.nypdcommuityaffairs.org.
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Law Enforcement Explorers

Law Enforcement Exploring is a community service, career-oriented
program designed to educate young men and women, ages 14-20,
about law enforcement. Explorers are taught the importance of higher
education, self-discipline in reaching their goals, and are encouraged to
see law enforcement as an attainable and attractive career choice.

Exploring relies on three primary training methods: youth leadership,
positive adult role models, and five experience areas.

Youth Leadership. The Explorers elect their own officers and plan and execute most of their pro-
gram activities. This allows Explorers to see how their decisions can help or hinder the group.

Positive Adult Role Models. The positive interaction of Explorers and law enforcement officers
helps young adults see officers as real people and breaks down the negative stereotypes they
often associate with law enforcement.

Five Experience Areas. Exploring feels that an appreciation and commitment to the following
areas is crucial to the development of all young people: Career, Life Skills, Service Learning,
Character Education, and Leadership Experience.

From July 16 through July 21, 2012, nearly 2,500 young men and women from all 50 states took part
in the week-long Law Enforcement & Fire/EMS Explorers Conference on the campus of Colorado
State University, Fort Collins, Colorado. The NYPD sponsored 89 of our Explorers to attend this na-
tional Explorer gathering. The Explorers learned law enforcement and fire/EMS skills, and attended
presentations by some of the highest ranking law enforcement and fire/EMS officials in the country.

The NYPD Explorer contingent participated in events such as the obstacle course, military drills, hos-
tage negotiation, burglary investigation, emergency first aid, and bomb threat investigations. Our Ex-
plorer contingent won two 1st Place awards, three 2nd Place awards, two 3rd Place Awards, one 4th
Place award, and two 5Sth place awards, against very stiff national competition, placing in the top 5%.

There are Explorer Posts in each Precinct, Housing Police Service Area, Transit District, and School
Safety Division borough command. For a list of New York City Explorer Posts please visit:
www.nyexploring.org.

To apply to become a Law Enforcement Explorer, you may download an application here. A video
of the Law Enforcement Explorers is available here.

For more information about Law Enforcement Exploring please visit our website at
www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.
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Police Athletic League

The Police Athletic League traces its roots all the way back to 1914,
when police officers sought out the needy and brought them to vacant
lots converted into athletic fields. Today, the NYPD and PAL Inc. work
in partnership to provide communities with needed summer and after-
school programs, as well as recreational and educational activities for
youths. The PAL is the largest independent youth organization in New
York City and has centers throughout the five boroughs. Known for its
athletic prowess and ability to invigorate communities experiencing
strife, the PAL’s mission has remained largely unchanged over the past
90 years as it continues to adapt to the needs of today’s troubled youth,
ensuring they remain out of trouble by channeling their energies in con-
structive directions.

The hosts a series of sports leagues and programs for youths. To learn more
about these programs, or to find a PAL Center near you, visit: www.palnyc.org.

Operation Safe Child The New York City Police Department is a participating agency in the
New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services’ Operation Safe

Child program. The program produces an identification card of a child

McGruff

The National Crime Prevention Council’s “McGruff the Crime Dog,” is used at com-
munity events, school presentations and youth events. While this fuzzy character shares
hugs and poses for photographs with children, accompanying police presentations rein-
force awareness of the negative effects of bullying, drug use, and criminality. Like other
Community Affairs Bureau resources, an appearance by McGruff may be requested by

schools and/or community/youth

www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.

including; a high resolution photograph, gender, date-of-birth, exact
height, weight, hair color, and eye color.

The identification card is returned to the parent, who can then present it
to investigating police officers in the event the child is later missing. Ad-
ditionally, parents may opt to have the information, including digital fin-
gerprints, stored in a state registry for dissemination to other police
agencies or for the issuance of an Amber Alert. For more information
on this program, visit here.

To have SAFE CHILD cards distributed at your next event contact the
Community Affairs Bureau at www.nypdcommunityaffairs.org.

organizations by visiting our website at

R
TAKE A BITE OUT OF
= NI
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Summer Youth Employment Program

The Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) is administered by the New York City Department of
Youth and Community Development (DYCD). The NYPD serves as one of many work sites authorized by
DYCD for the placement of youths hired under the 7 week program. Each year approximately 30,000 youths
between the ages of 14 and 24 are placed in worksites throughout the city. Participants earn the minimum
wage of $7.25 and work up to 25 hours a week.

While working alongside NYPD personnel, participating youths gain an enhanced knowledge of the inner
workings of the Police Department and its many functions. For more information, visit the Summer Youth
Police Academy website here.

ANNUAL EVENTS

National Night Out Against Crime

National Night Out Against Crime is held each year on the first Tuesday in Au-
gust. This Police Department-organized community gathering is designed to
heighten crime awareness, drug abuse awareness, generate support for and partic-
ipation in local anti-crime programs, and to strengthen neighborhood spirit and
police-community partnerships. Participating Precincts/Housing Police Service
Areas/Transit Districts work in conjunction with residents of their respective
commands to host these events. Various NYPD specialty units (i.e., Mounted
Unit, K-9 Unit, Highway Unit, Emergency Services Unit, etc.) also appear and
provide demonstrations, share giveaways, and host contests. Contact your local
precinct for more information. Find your local precinct using Precinct Finder.

Harmony Day Picnic

Harmony Day Picnics are annual outdoor police and youth events
set in large parks in each of the Police Department's eight Patrol
Boroughs. Harmony Day Picnics bring police and youths together in
a festive atmosphere, providing participants with an opportunity to
interact with each other in a personalized setting. The picnics feature
games, music, contests, and refreshments. Over 10,000 children par-
ticipate each year and are able to enjoy demonstrations by police
specialty units such as; the Mounted Unit, Aviation Unit, Emergen-
cy Services, K-9, etc. This picnic is held every July in each bor-
ough. Contact your local precinct for more information. Find your
local precinct using Precinct Finder.
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