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The Kids™ Reduce/Reuse Program

The Kids Reduce/Reuse Program (KRP) was a threefold program. Part one consisted of making
& box to collect junk mail from the P.8. 22 seaff, putting it in the main office and sending a memo
o notify staff of our ohjectives in reducing junk mail. The next part was using newspapers 10
make flower pots which would be used by the science teachei,the third grade garden club and
our exhibit for the Ecology Day Fair at the Staten Island Mall instead of using plastic cups.
Lastly, we collected cotton t-shirts, dress shirts and polo shirts as well as computer diskettes to
be reused instead of becoming part of our trash.

“The Kids Reduce/Reuse Program is about recycling things that we do not reeyele and things we
can reuse...We collect floppy disks polo shirts striped (-shirts, dress shirts and junk ruil aned put
them on a graph that shows how many we collected and how many pounds if weighed.”-
Alexandra

Individusd Projects

Before we began the students of 3A215 had a meeting to discuss what would be the best way to
win the TrashMasters Challenge. We had been visited by the Staten Island Botanic Gardens with
a program that explained composting. We also contacted the artists we had worked with last
year. One wanted buttons again, ose wanied computer diskettes, colored CDs and black
computer keys and one didn’t reply at all. So we contacted two other companies that reuse
objects 1o make their products.(See included emails) One did not need anvibing at this tme the
other wanted various kim;ls of cotton shirts. The aides bad approached me to once again collect
Junk mail since P.S. 22 was receiving a lot of mail for persons no longer on staff. | shared with
the students an grtmiet about collecting packing peanuis and reusing them. So these were our
options: composting,collecting buttons, diskettes, colored CDs black computer kevs, shirts and
packing peanuts, trying to reduce junk mail and making flower pots for use around the school
from newspaper. The students decided that composting might be too ambitious and we didn’t
think we would collect that many buttons since we have essentially the same kids in schoo! az
last year. Nor would be able to collect that many colored CDs black computer keys and packing
peanuts. All the other options scemed doable and fun.

“My class is in the TrashMasters Challenge. It feels pood to be o TroshMeaster becanse it is a
very fun thing to do.” ~Emily

“Through the TrashMaster Challenge we try to help. When we were doing the challenge [ fel
excited. When we starred a woman came and iold us about hee job and ahout worms.”-Tania

Reducing Junk Mail

The students decorated a box and placed it prominently in the main office nesr the siaff
mailboxes. The staff was sent a8 memo (included), junk mail was collected weekly weighed,
charted and letters were sent to the individual companies asking to have the enclosed name(s)
removed from their mailing list. (Letter included) Stadents addressed the envelopes and for many
this was a skill they needed practice with s0 it was a worthwhile learning experience in that



regard as well. After completion of the program we had sent 147 letters in total and the combiped
weight of all the junk matl we hope will now be avoided was 49 pounds!

“I learned that recyeling is very important. Recyeling anyihing is the best thing for the world.
Whern you recyele paper, you don’t cat down trees.” —Catherine

“For the junk mail we write back 1o the company and say please stop sending mail here this
person ne longer works here.”-John

Newspaper Flower Pots

The class took a week’s bundle of class newspapers (10 pounds) and cut them into strips
measuring 31/27 by 107 . They then vsed “potmakers” to roll the strips and form them into
flower pots. We then distributed the puts to the science teacher, the third grade garden club{kept
some for the class) and then gave them out at the Ecology Day Fair at the Staten Island Mall.
People were appreciative and thought they were pretty clever.

“In the mall we plan to make flower pots and let prople take then home. AL the mall we will rell
people how to help.”-Ribhia

Collecting Disketiey and Shivts

Once & week the studenis made announcements and went from class to class collecting diskettes
and shirts. The students were able to show the classes examples of what will be done with the
clothes. The T-shirts will be made into skirts and tunics, the dress shirts into bucket hats and the
pole shirts into visors. The diskettes will be made into notebooks. We were lucky that the
husband and wife team that run ¢ ko logic, the company that is recycling the shirts was able to
visit the school. They showed the students piciures of where the clothes get made into new
clothes. The students prepared for their coming by writing questions that they wanted answerad.
These guestions written on index cards and these answers will form the basis of our bulletin
board about the Kids™ Reduce/Reuse Project.

Also we were told that we will be featured on their website ekologic.com |, and the clothes that
we contribute will be made info items that will include a label saying that this item was made
from garmenis harvested by students in P.S, 221 We collected 65 t-shins, 23 polo shirts and 21
dress shirts for a total of 109 shirts in all.they weighed approximately 45 pounds. We collected
87 disketies that will be turned into the covers of notebooks by Acorn Studios,

“Me and my class met the company we re giving the vlothes to, it Is named ¢ ko logic. They make
them into beawtiful clothes. The only thing they do not make is pants. Flove recycling.” -Aniufi

“E ko logic came last week, we had questions for them and they let us look ar pictures. It was
Jurn. They took our things.” Yasser



“Now we know what happened to the clothing newspaper floppy disks and junk mail. The
clothing turns to new clothes and the floppy disks s to the front of notebooks.”-Erika

Through these projects the students met the following Standards:

Math

Mia. Add.subtractmultiply and divide whole numbers

M2i. Select and use units Tor estimating and measuing quantities

Mda, Collect and organize data to answer a question

Mdh. Display data

M7d. Consider purpose and audience when communicating about mathematics

B

English Language Arts

E3b. Participate in group meetings

E3c. Prepare and deliver an individual presentation

Eda. Demonstrate a basic understanding of the rules of the English language in written and oral
work

Edb. Analyze and subsequently revise work o improve its clarity and effectiveness

Applied Learning

Ade. Plan and organize an activity

AZb. Compose and send correspondence

A3a. Gather information fo assist in completing project work
Adb. Keep records of work activities in an orderly manner
Ada. Work with others to complete a task

Adc. Respond to a request from a client.

“We are trving to win the TrashMaster Challenge. We worked hard. We hope we win.”-Sevid







































