[image: image1.jpg]Making
History
Matter

New-York
N—H Historical
Society





170 Central Park West, New York, NY  10024 ● 212-873-3400 ● www.nyhistory.org
Contact:



New-York Historical Society 

Laura Washington

212-485-9263

lwashington@nyhistory.org
Rubenstein Communications, Inc.

Donald Kaplan

212-843-8065

dkaplan@rubenstein.com
AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKER RIC BURNS’ HOMAGE TO THE NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY AIRS ON NYC TV 

On Wednesday, November 2 at 9 pm, NYC TV channel 25 presents the SteepleChase Films production The New-York Historical Society: A Celebration. This compelling and visually engaging production is a tribute to the first 200 years of the New-York Historical Society as well as a look toward the future and the Society’s continued importance and relevance as one of the premier cultural and educational resources in the nation. 

Directed by renowned documentary filmmaker Ric Burns, A Celebration features interviews with those who know the New-York Historical Society and its resources well--Martin Scorsese, David McCullough, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., the Society’s president and CEO, Louise Mirrer and co-Chair of the Board, Nancy Newcomb. 

Their interviews encapsulate the reasons the institution is considered the place that preserves the national memory for us all. A Celebration covers the Society’s famous collections—John James Audubon’s watercolors and the Hudson River School paintings--as well as less known treasures; historians describe its treasures from long ago—the bucket Dewitt Clinton used to open the Erie Canal, the lottery wheel that in 1863 started one of the worst civil disturbances in American history--as well as recent holdings-- pieces of an airplane from September 11, 2001 or what is left of a safety deposit box that was melted in the towers or even dust collected from the World Trade Center. 

“Years go by and we keep going back to the New-York Historical Society for some historical reference,” says filmmaker Scorsese, who found the institution incalculable in its importance to the making of The Age of Innocence and The Gangs of New York. 

“This society was founded by people who were trying to explain to this new country what it was, what it could be, what it ought to strive for,” says George Washington University professor James O. Horton.  “Generations later, we are still asking those questions. And the information contained in this building is critical to helping us answer those questions.”

The New-York Historical Society is “the custodian for national treasures,” proclaims historian David McCullough.  

“The history of New York is indeed the history of America,” says Harvard professor and N-YHS trustee Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 

“I am always impressed that there are people at every historical moment who realize that history is being made in their own time, and that if they don’t collect it, future generations will be poorer for it,” says Louise Mirrer, president and CEO of the New-York Historical Society. “My ambition for the future of this institution is for this to be the center for the discussion of history.”

“We are happy to celebrate New York City ’s glorious history with the presentation of this special program” said NYC TV General Manager Arick Wierson.  “NYC TV is dedicated to coverage of New York City and we are excited to be partnering with the New York Historical Society to showcase this great institution.”

NYC TV is dedicated to coverage of New York City - the greatest city in the world. 

The flagship channel of the newly formed NYC Media Group , NYC TV 25 features content highlighting New York City lifestyle, culture and history. Airing on broadcast channel 25, NYC TV reaches approximately 9 million households in the tri-state area.

In 1804, John Pintard, a New York City merchant, gathered a group of friends in order to discuss some permanent means of preserving the historical record of the country’s past. With Mayor Dewitt Clinton in attendance, they met in the picture room of New York’s City Hall and “agreed to form themselves into a Society the principal design of which should be to collect and preserve whatever may relate to the natural, civil or ecclesiastical History of the United States in general and of this State in particular.”

The mission of the newly revitalized Historical Society is to use these collections to help New Yorkers understand the complex and diverse past behind the world we know today. 
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