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HEN Feliberto “Fili” Estévez first

arrived in New York in 1987, his

primary goal was to learn Eng-
lish, but his talents in the kitchen, which
he learned from his mother while grow-
ing up in the Dominican Republic,
launched him on his extraordinary culi-
nary career.

First, he landed a job as a cook in a hos-
pital, which eventually led to an eight-year
gig as a chef at the Four Seasons and final-
ly to his current job as the head chef at
Gracie Mansion.
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would have some pretty extravagant
tastes, but “Fili” says Hizzoner likes to
keep it down-to-earth.

“He enjoys simple things, like popcorn
and baked beans,” says Estévez. “Green
salads. He’s very healthy and he really
watches what he eats. And he’s an easy
guy to be around. He doesn’t have any pre-
tensions.”

Now, Feliberto also has a new TV gig to
add to his resume. “What’s Cooking at
Gracie” follows his exploits as he organiz-
es meals for the city’s movers and shakers.

As you might imagine, Estévez is a pret-
ty cool customer when it comes to food
preparation, but there’s one annual event
that gives him butterflies — when the
Dominican parade hits town every
August,

“When I see 400 to 500 people from my
home country, I get nervous,” he says.
“These are people who know when their
pork has the right flavor.”
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