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Douglass Houses Seniors’ Tile Art On
Permanent Display in India and China
THE NEXT TIME YOU’RE IN

AHMEDABAD, INDIA, STOP BY THE

KANORIA CENTRE FOR THE ARTS

AT THE UNIVERSITY THERE TO

SEE WHAT THE SENIORS FROM

THE NEW YORK CITY HOUSING

AUTHORITY’S (NYCHA’S) DOUGLASS

HOUSES’ SENIOR CENTER IN

UPPER MANHATTAN HAVE BEEN

DOING. Twenty-two ceramic tiles
created by 21 NYCHA seniors
have crossed the oceans and are
now on permanent exhibit,
affixed to a courtyard wall at the
Kanoria Centre — along with
tiles created by artists from
some 40 countries, as part of
The Tile Project: Destination,
the World.

Sponsored by the TransCul-
tural Exchange Program in
Boston, which is funded by the
United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation, the Tile Project has one
goal: to unite the world through
innovative art. Between 2004
and 2008 over 100 artists each
created 22 tiles that are currently
being installed at 22 sites around
the globe. Not headed to India in
the near future? Then maybe you
can stop by the Ku Art Center in
Beijing, China where the seniors
also have tiles on display.

Douglass Senior Center Director
Floyd Cohen spoke enthusiasti-
cally about the exhibits, and the
effect participating in the program
has had on the Douglass seniors.
“The seniors are so happy,” he
said. “One of our best artists is
legally blind; others are stroke
victims who are partially para-
lyzed, one has had polio since
childhood. They feel so impor-
tant now that the tiles are posted
on the Internet (see last para-
graph) and relatives who don’t
live in this country can see them.
It gives them such a feeling
of accomplishment.”

The seniors became involved
when one of the artists Barbara
“Babs” White, came to the
Center with a piece of paper
describing the Tile Project. Arts
Coordinator Jennifer Wade, an
art-therapist and consultant
with NYCHA’s Harborview
Visual Arts Program, got on the
case, contacted the TransCul-
tural Exchange in Boston and
received the go-ahead for the
NYCHA seniors to participate.

Ms. White, who decorated one
of her tiles with an image from
her synchronized swimming
team, commented that “the
camaraderie that developed
between the seniors trying to get
everything done in time was
really great.”

FIRED UP (left to right) Douglass seniors Barbara “Babs”
White, Mary Givens, Doris Walton, Artist-Consultant Jennifer
Wade, Gretchen Marshall, Delores Bedford, and Aurelina
Fernandez with tiles for a work-in-progress to be installed at the
New York Aquarium.

“It was three weeks from the
time we learned about the program
until the tiles were shipped by
overnight mail to China, first, then
India. The seniors worked day and
night,” Mr. Cohen said. “Usually
they come in from 1:00 PM to
4:00 PM, but some seniors started
coming in at 9:00 AM and we
kept the kiln fired up pretty late.”

Seniors first drew their designs
on the tiles, then painted them with
special glaze made to withstand the
1800 degree temperature of the
Center’s kiln, which is used by the
ceramics group that meets there
twice weekly.

“We got the tiles to India with
one hour to spare; bubble wrapped,
hand-delivered and everything,”
Mr. Cohen continued.

The tiles were installed in
Beijing inAugust 2008 and in India
in October 2008 but the photos
only recently became available on
the Internet for the India site.

“A lot of light; a lot of strength
was brought out in the seniors. It
was great to see their creative
potential come through and to see

their work on an international site.
I’m just amazed by it all,” said
Ms. Wade.

“It’s beautiful,” said Aurelina
Fernandez, who is 76 years old, and
has been coming to the Center for
seven or eight years. “It makes me
happy. You feel like you’re doing
something and it’s pretty when
you’re finished.”

The seniors are currently
working on tiles with a marine
theme for the New York
Aquarium and there are hopes of
tiling the Center’s exterior with a
garden theme.

Four elected officials have
contributed funding for the senior
arts program at Douglass: Senator
Bill Perkins, Assembly Member
Daniel O’Donnell, City Council
Member Melissa Mark-Viverito
and Manhattan Borough President
Scott Stringer.

The tiles can be viewed at
www.transculturalexchange.org by
clicking on “Senior Center Project”
under “Education.” Better yet, as
Ms. White said, “We really must go
and visit.”

NEW CHAIR VISITS BOROUGHS
At Polo Grounds in Harlem,

the Chair met with Council
Member Inez Dickens following
a visit to the development’s state-
of-the-art ATTAIN computer
lab. The children there were
obviously excited about meeting
NYCHA’s 21st Chair who clearly
enjoyed helping one young
boy with his computer-based
math exercise.

The Chair ended his day
in West Brighton, Staten Island,
where he strolled through
new housing construction at

Markham Gardens, a mixed-
income community being
developed by a private manage-
ment team on the site of a
former housing development. At
Markham he visited with the first
returning former Markham resi-
dent Milagros Arroyo, who was
ecstatic to be “back at home.”

When asked about Day One,
Rhea said, “This was a great start
but I’m ready for tomorrow.” To
find out more about NYCHA’s
new Chair, read the Chair’s
Message in this paper on page 3.

(Continued from page 1)

DOLLARS AVAILABLE FOR RESIDENT
EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMS

assistance and has already met with all nine COP District
Chairs to explain the process and provide guidance. NYCHA
will also provide appropriate guidance to residents in estab-
lishing Resident Associations for those developments which
don’t have them.
NYCHA encourages its Resident Associations and COP District

Councils to take advantage of this valuable opportunity to
help public housing residents in your community enrich their
lives. Whether your Resident Association chooses to propose
leadership development programs, education, job-training,
computer, or household safety programs, there is no time like
the present to get the ball rolling. Speak with your Resident
Association President today about how you might be able to
implement programs in your development or to find out about
programs already planned for your community.

By Eileen Elliott

(Continued from page 3)

At the Polo Grounds ATTAIN Lab in Manhattan
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