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itches in

~ on volunteers hunt

BY LISA L. COLANGELO
DAILY NEWS CITY HALL BUREAU

NEW YORKERS looking for the perfect
volunteer project to fit their busy sched-
ules now have a matchmaker.

VolunteerNYC provides links to more
than 500 volunteer opportunities in the
five boroughs. ‘

“I've always believed that when you
give something back you actually wind
up with more than what you started
with,” Mayor Bloomberg said during an
unveiling yesterday of the database at the

Parks Department’s Highbridge Recre-

ation Center in Washington Heights.

The billionaire also known for his phi-
lanthropy.urged New Yorkers to take ad-
vantage of the new service, which can be
accessed at the city’s Web
WWW.NYC.Z0V.

“You might not be in a position where
you can give money, but everybody isin a

site, .

position where they can give some time,”
Bloomberg said.

The site, designed and maintained by
the Mayor’s Volunteer Center and United
Way of New York City, allows people to
search for projects by interest, such as ed-
ucation, homelessness and parks, bor-
ough-and zip code. ,

It also provides links to other major vol-
unteer organizations such as New York
Cares and the Mentoring Partnership of
New York City.

Bloomberg reminisced about his early
volunteer efforts when he worked at
Salomon Brothers, the Wall Street trad-

ing house. -

He and a friend from Donald, Lufkin &
Jenrette raised money from their firms to
open a storefront tutoring project in the
city in the late 1960s or early 1970s.

“We went there in the afternoons and
worked with the kids,” he said.
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