
East, Central and West Harlem Unite for the First Annual
"Literacy Across Harlem" March, Book Donation and Community Celebration!

Dear Community Board 11 and Fellow Harlemites:
 
On Saturday, July 21 at 10:30 a.m., the Harlem Book Fair and Total Equity Now will walk, books in hand, with 
residents of East, Central, and West Harlem for the First Annual "Literacy Across Harlem" March, Book Donation 
& Community Celebration of reading, writing, and the exchange of powerful ideas!
 
"Literacy Across Harlem" begins with community members rallying at 10:30 a.m. in three locations—St. Nicholas 
Park (135th St. & St. Nicholas), Countee Cullen Library (136th St. & Lenox Ave.), and Lincoln Playground (135th St. 
& 5th Ave.)—and ultimately converging at the Harlem Book Fair main stage for a book donation/swap and 
celebration of Harlem's legacy as a world-renowned center of literacy. 

Participants—children, elders, and everyone in between--will carry their favorite books and bring new or gently 
used books to donate. With your participation and support, we will collect hundreds of books to distribute to youth 
and adult learners in the Harlem YMCA's Literacy Zone program (and to other literacy programs throughout our 
community). 
 
The march kicks off a full day of literacy programming on West 135th Street and at the Harlem Book Fair's Young 
Readers Pavilion presented by the Countee Cullen Library. Children and adults will be able to sign up for, or 
renew, a library card in front of the Schomburg, and literacy service providers will be on hand to share 
information about their ongoing and upcoming programs. Book give-aways will be held throughout the day. 
 
Key community partners include the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, the Harlem YMCA 
Literacy Zone program, the Countee Cullen Library, and all seven of the other New York Public Library branches 
across Harlem (please view the library images near the top of the attached flyer).
 
Harlem's family-friendly independent bookstores, Sister's Uptown Bookstore & Cultural Center, La Casa Azul 
Bookstore, and Hue-Man Bookstore & Cafe, have also signed on to support and promote this effort to celebrate 
(and engage more Harlemites in) literacy.  
 
Please find attached the “Literacy Across Harlem” flyer (designed by up-and-coming Harlem-based artist 
Charnae Betton) as well as the press release.

Thank you in advance for taking a moment to spread the word by whatever means suit the community members in 
your network!
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