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e Growing Together 
Monthly Newsletter for Columbia University’s 
Manhattanville in West Harlem Development 

ver the next three decades, Columbia’s long-term plan for the old Manhattanville manufacturing area will revitalize 
the four former industrial blocks from 125th/129th to 133rd Street between Broadway and 12th Avenue, and three 
small blocks along the east side of Broadway from 131st to 134th Street, into an environmentally sustainable and 
publicly accessible center for academic and civic life woven into the fabric of the West Harlem community. 

Project Scope 

The first phase of the project will include the Jerome L. Greene 
Science Center; and new homes for the Columbia Business School, 
the School of International and Public Affairs and the School of the 
Arts. Later phases will emphasize interdisciplinary scholarship, 

including biomedical engineering, nanotechnology, systems biology, 
and urban and population studies, as well as housing for graduate 
students and faculty. 

 

Current Construction Activity 
Utility Improvements 
Installation of a new dedicated storm sewer along Marginal Street 

between St. Clair Place and West 125th Street; West 125th Street 
between Marginal and 12th Avenue; and 12th Avenue between West 
125th Street and West 132nd Street. 
 
Abatement and Demolition 
Abatement and demolition is ongoing at select vacant University-

owned buildings within the blocks bordered by 12th Avenue, West 
132nd Street, Broadway and West 129th Street.   
 
Slurry Wall and Foundation 
Excavation, construction of the slurry wall (concrete perimeter wall) 
and construction of the foundation (part of the structural system that 
supports the buildings) on the blocks bounded by West 131st 

Street , 12th Avenue, and West 125th/129th Street, west of 
Broadway. 

 

 

 

What to Expect 
Although contractors carefully stage construction activities to minimize 

disruption to the surrounding community, the nature of construction 

work is such that some disruptions will occur.  The community should 

expect the following in the coming months:   

 
Regular work hours: 7 a.m.—6 p.m.  Night work hours (at select 

locations and times per NYC DOT): 9 p.m.—6 a.m. 

Night work at intersections of 12th Ave at West 132nd 

Street; Broadway at West 131st Street;  and Broadway at 

West 130th Street 

Additional work hours, up until 10:00 pm, may  be required 

to complete slurry wall concrete pours  

Weekend work may be performed this month 

Closure of certain traffic lanes, parking lanes, sidewalks and 

crosswalks, including: 

Closure of one southbound travel lane & parking lane 

along east side of 12th Ave btw St. Clair Pl and 125th St 

Southbound parking lane on Broadway between West 

130th Street and West 131st Street closure 

Closure of W 130th St between Broadway and 12th Avenue 

One eastbound traffic lane, north sidewalk closure and no 

parking zones on West 131st Street between Broadway 

and 12th Avenue 

Demolition of five buildings along the south side of West 131st Street 

between Broadway and 12th Avenue 

More specific information about construction impacts can be found in 

our weekly construction updates at campusplan.columbia.edu.  Please 

note that construction activities are subject to change based on field 

conditions.  We appreciate the patience and cooperation of everyone 

who is temporarily inconvenienced by these projects.  

O 

June 2012 Update 



 

Recent News  
Columbia's Manhattanville Campus Earns LEED Platinum for 
Neighborhood Plan 

Image  credit: Field Operations 
 
Columbia University’s environmentally sustainable design and 
overall project plan for its 17-acre Manhattanville campus in West 
Harlem has earned LEED® Platinum under the LEED for 
Neighborhood Development rating system established by the U.S. 

Green Building Council—its highest designation and the first LEED-
ND Platinum certification in New York City, as well as the first 
Platinum certification for a university campus plan nationally.  
 

LEED, which stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design, is the foremost program for buildings, homes and 
communities that are designed, constructed, maintained and 
operated for optimal environmental and human health performance.  
 

Columbia’s long-term Manhattanville campus plan in the onetime 
industrial area will create an energy-efficient, pedestrian-friendly 
environment, with lively local retail and culture and publicly 
accessible green space. It will bring together members of the 
University and local communities, and enhance connections 

between West Harlem and a revitalized Hudson River waterfront.  
 
“We are proud to have earned the LEED Platinum recognition for 
sustainable neighborhood development,” said University President 
Lee C. Bollinger. “This is a milestone for Columbia not only because 

we are building a future in our home community in New York, but 
because we are doing so with a commitment to the best urban 
planning principles and the highest quality architecture that reflect 
both the core values of city life and the fundamental need for a more 
sustainable society. I want to thank the leadership team at Columbia 

Facilities and everyone at the University who works everyday to fulfill 
our commitments to environmental sustainability, energy efficiency 
and civic responsibility.”  

Jobs and Opportunities 

Employment Opportunities 
Job opportunities are currently limited as we are in the initial phases 
of our vision.  Major trade unions working on the site currently 
include Laborers (locals 731, 78 and 79), Operating Engineers 

(locals 14 and 15) and Dock builders (local 1456).  As the project 
progresses, we expect additional opportunities for people with a 
wide range of skills and experience in the coming years.   
 

We are working with our construction partner McKissack & 
McKissack to assist those interested in employment with 
construction firms currently working at Columbia.  For more 
information, please contact McKissack’s Office of Community 
Employment at 646-276-0979.  
 
Bidding Opportunities  
If you are interested in construction contracting opportunities, visit 
http://campusplan.columbia.edu for upcoming bid opportunities. 

 

Newsletter & Updates Distribution 

This newsletter and our weekly construction updates will be available 
on the Web at http://campusplan.columbia.edu and at various 
locations at the project site and throughout the Manhattanville area. 

 

Contact Information 

Should you have  questions about construction activity, call the 
Columbia Facilities Services Center at (212) 854-2222, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, or e-mail projx@columbia.edu.  For more project 
information and to sign-up for our e-mail updates visit 

campusplan.columbia.edu.  

Illustrative Site Map 
for Phase I 
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