
Madeleine F.  Polayes, widow, two children, 4 grand-children 

Vitae  

 

Education 

B.A.  University of Connecticut, Pre-Law, 1948 

M.A.  Columbia University, History and Economics, 1950 

P.D.  Bank Street College, Guidance, 1968 

 

Community Involvement 

1958 - 1965 Served  on  the  Mayor's  Committee  on  Urban Renewal  (86th   
   to  97th  Streets). 
 
1960  Founded  Stryckers'   Bay   Neighborhood  Council, with  Reverend  
    Henry  J.  Browne. Elected Vice-President , Stryckers'  Bay  
     Neighborhood  Council. 
  Organized Stryckers'  Bay  Housing Corporation. 
  President,  Stryckers'  Bay  Housing Corporation from  1960 to present. 
  Developer of Stryckers'  Bay  Apts. Inc., a  Mitchell-Lama coop. Stryckers'  
   Bay  Apts. Inc. opened in 1965. 
 
1969  Built  Turin  House Cooperative.  Successfully  lobbied  in  
Washington,     D.C. for  the 221D3  housing  legislation.   
 
1978 - 1984 President,  Federation  of  West  Side  Block  Assoc. 
 

1981   Founded  and  organized  the  Coalition  Against Lincoln  West  
   (a/k/a Coalition for a Livable West Side). President,  Coalition  
Against     Lincoln  West/CLW 
    
 
1986   Commissioned Dr. Peter Marcuse, Professor of Urban Studies,  
     Columbia University, to research a study  to substantiate the 
need      for a master plan for the upper west side.  Community 
Board 7,      using Dr. Marcuse's data,  requested  that the CPC 
draw up a      Request for Proposal for a master plan for the 
west side. City ignored     request. 
 
1987   Began gathering data that showed that the sewage treatment plant  
   located in Harlem was operating above its permit capacity and  
    dumping raw sewage into the Hudson River. 
 
 
1988   Submitted data to the CPC and the City Department of   
    Environmental protection that proved that the air quality and traffic 



    data submitted in three Environmental Impact Statements were 
     based on incorrect data and models.  
 
1988-1998 Serve on Board of Directors of the Broadway Mall Association. Goal is to 
    maintain the Broadway Malls (mall between east and west sides of 
     Broadway as mini-islands of greenery and flowers). 
      
   
 
1990-1998  In order to restore New York City's environment, implemented outreach 
    program to New York City and New York State grassroots 
environmental     groups. 
 
   Continued to educate and assist Westsiders concerned about the  
    environment. 
     
   Continued to work toward the elimination of pollution in New York City 
    and create safe, healthy communities. 
 
   Submitted a study on pedestrian crossing time on West End Avenue (59th 
    - 72nd Street). Found pedestrians (especially senior citizens and 
parents     with small children) had inadequate time to cross West End 
Avenue. 
 
   Organized community protest against an environmentally and  
    economically unsound mega-development. The issues  
      for the community were very clear -massive density; 
air and water      pollution ; and a dangerously overcrowded 
72nd Street subway station. 
    Over 60 community organizations testified against the proposal and 
    more than 600 people attended hearings. 
 
   Together with other community environmental groups, filed lawsuit under 
    the Clean Water Act in Federal Court against the city. Two plants 
are cited    in the lawsuit, the North River Sewage Treatment Plant in Harlem 
and the    Ward's Island Sewage Treatment plant.  
 
   Submitted a traffic study of the Lincoln Square neighborhood that  
    showed the numerous hot spots to the Bureau of Standards (BSA). 
  
 
   Submitted an analysis of actual water consumption in the North River 
    Sewage Plant's catchment area. 
    
   The United States Attorney (Southern District) filed a brief in Federal 
    Court stating that the Coalition for a Livable West Side et al, can 
sue the     City of New York under the Federal Clean Water Act. 
. 
 



 
1995-1998 President of the Broadway Mall Center. On Board of Directors since 1978. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching/Guidance Experience 
1953-1954 Ran the President Play School in Brooklyn, an experimental program 
    for autistic children. Worked with  Kings County Hospital to develop 
     program that would allow the children to be integrated into 
the regular     school system.  
 
1955-1963 Ran The Madeleine School on the Westside. 
 
1963-1992 Teacher and Guidance Counselor, NYC Board of Education 
 
  In 1966, set up group programs in the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades, 
  Trained teachers to ameliorate behavior problems, ease class tensions. 
 
  Received a grant from the District Office (CSD #4)to set up a program for 
   parents with asthmatic children. Ran group counselling for parents 
and    children to help them deal with the problems of asthmatic children. 
      Worked with the private schools in New York, to get my students into their 
  programs on scholarship. Many of my students went on to college. 
 
   In 1975, transferred to P.S. 7 in District 15 in Brooklyn. 
      P.S. 7 in Brooklyn, was fed by the 2nd worst housing project in the city of 
   New York. Crime was high and drug abuse prevalent.   
  Reported and followed through in court proceedings on some of the worst 
   child abuse cases imaginable. 
  Rarely lost a case and safeguarded many children. 
 
  Retired in June 1992. 
 


