
September 2006 Minutes 
 
Full Board Meeting Sheldon Fine, Chairperson 
 
September 5, 2006 
 
American Bible Society 
 
 
 
Mr. Fine called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM. 
 
Minutes from previous full board meeting were approved: 23-0-2. 
 
 
 
Chairman’s Report: Sheldon J. Fine  
 
1. Congratulations to Barbara Adler for winning the first prize Westy Award 
from the West Side Spirit. 
 
2. Madge Rosenberg will co-chair the Health & Human Services Committee with 
Barbara Van Buren. 
 
3. Homeless families moved into the Montroyal Hotel, 315 West 94th Street. 
CB7 has been very active in resolving this issue. 
 
4. Charles Simon, Chairperson of CB7’s Team SWMP, announced a co-sponsored 
event with MCB4 and MCB2 regarding the Solid Waste Management Plan’s use 
of the West 59th Street marine transfer station and the Gansevoort Peninsula 
on September 13th, 7 PM, at the Village Community School. Electeds will 
attend. 
 
 
 
Special Presentation - Land Use and Zoning 101: Anthony Borelli, Director of 
Land Use, Planning & Development, Manhattan Borough President’s Office 
 
After the presentation he noted that all Community Board members are 
responsible for understanding the votes on all land use issues. 
 
 
 
Nominations of Board Officers for 2006-2007: Dan Zweig, Chairperson, 
Elections Committee 
 
Mr. Zweig reviewed the election procedures and asked for nominations. 
 
 
 
Sheldon Fine nominated by Barbara Van Buren for Chair. 
 
Melanie Wymore nominated for by Hope Cohen for Vice-Chair. 
 
Luis Reyes nominated by Alberto Cruz for Vice-Chair. 
 
Helen Rosenthal nominated by Bob Herrmann for Vice-Chair. 
 
Jeff Siegel nominated by Hope Cohen for Co-Secretary. 
 



Anne Raphael nominated by Sheldon Fine for Co-Secretary. [Ms. Raphael, who 
not present, declined the nomination.] 
 
 
 
Mr. Zweig asked CB7 members who would like to serve on the committee and 
count votes to contact the Board office. 
 
 
 
Manhattan Borough President’s Office 
 
David Cohen: Holding a memorial service on 9/11. Will sponsor a 
Transportation Conference. Sept 27th Manhattan Valley Town Hall meeting. 
During August studied illegal billboard advertising and help for the disabled on 
public transportation. 
 
 
 
Reports by Elected Officials 
 
Congressman Jerrold Nadler: 1st issue is health of those affected by 9/11 in 
Lower Manhattan. Mt. Sinai conducted a study finding that 70% of the workers 
at the 9/11 site are sick and likely to remain sick for the remainder of their 
lives. Likely that many others will develop carcinomas over the next 15 years. 
The Mayor plans to spend $19 million to address this issue which is not 
sufficient. The final cost of cleanup is likely to be several billion dollars. Must 
provide help for the workers in lower Manhattan. He is introducing legislation 
to provide coverage via Medicare; Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney introduced 
legislation to provide health coverage under Worker’s Comp. Can’t neglect the 
workers post 9/11 nor the residents or workers in Lower Manhattan. Second. 
As for national security, wiretapping laws must be obeyed. Need to spend more 
money on where we need protection. The biggest fear is Al Qaeda using nuclear 
weapons. Must get rid of the nuclear fuel spent across the world. $15 billion 
estimate. In addition, only 5% of shipping containers coming into our ports are 
inspected. $2-3 billion dollars would resolve this issue. Our chemical and 
nuclear plants must be protected. They are primarily on the shores on NJ and 
NY. Not a huge expense. 
 
 
 
Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal: Passed 4 laws, including protection for 
domestic violence against an animal and deadbeat parents. Ex-spouses change 
their names to get out of child support. New law requires them to maintain 
payments regardless of name. Will be fighting for additional funds for the CFE 
requirement for education. Sponsoring a workshop on affordable housing on 
October 14th, 10-4 PM, at Fordham University. Signed on to letter from elected 
officials and CB7 regarding 315 West 94th Street. 
 
 
 
Council Member Gale Brewer. We will miss Bernie Wohl, who died in the past 
week. Sponsored mammogram van this summer. PS 75 got emergency funding 
for a new playground. PS 84 now just has two schools in the building. St. Agnes 
Library is fully funded for capital renovation. Devoted a full-time staff member 
to respond to the DHS SRO issue at 315 West 94th Street. DOB’s vacate order 
for the Kent at West 93rd Street because of fire egress issues was rescinded 
when staff helped correct conditions. Working with the SRO Law project to 



keep tenants in the building legally. Preservation of SRO’s must be a priority 
for the Mayor.  
 
 
 
Public Session 
 
1. Aaron Biller, Neighborhood in the Nineties: The shelter at 315 West 94th St. 
never should have been opened and should now be closed. Lots of crime. 
Department of Homeless Services is not a good neighbor. About 40 people 
stood in support of the speaker. 
 
 
2. Miriam Febus, President, Westside Federation of Block and neighborhood 
Associations: SRO Task Force established years ago. Strategy is outlined in 
their 2002 statement. Need better security and additional police. Most 
importantly can’t just come out as a single block in response to a specific SRO. 
Need to have a coordinated response for the 28 SRO’s in the district. Also 
happening on West 977th, 99th and 100th Streets. She will initiate the Task 
Force again to mobilize and get the message across to the mayor. Contact : 
212-969-8047. Federation supports the CB7 resolution and wants the Board to 
pursue this effort. 
 
3. Dan Berger, Congressman Charles Rangel’s office: Moving forward on 
stopping gun violence and the Iraq war. Recent 2,500 marine call up is likely to 
be a back-door draft. Ryan Health Center honored Congressman Rangel, and he 
will continue to support it. 
 
 
4. Gregory Bell, NYC Comptroller Bill Thompson: contact him at 212-669-3561 
or e-mail gbell@comptroller.nyc.gov 
 
5. Matt Bitz, Council Member Inez Dickens office: new representative. Received 
$25 million for her District, including Goddard-Riverside funding and other 
funding for CB7. 
 
6. Michael Kaplan, Assembly Member Dick Gottfried’s office: Opposing the 
Mayor’s SWMP. 
 
7. Diana Schneider: Good successes to get the FAA to go back to the drawing 
board for better flight plans. She also said “good bye” to the Community Board 
7 because she is moving to Brooklyn. CB7 wished her well. 
 
8. Alan Flax. The US Post Office discontinued access to the post office 800 
number this past month. They claim it was a business decision. 
 
 
 
Business Session 
 
Steering Committee 
 
Sheldon J. Fine, Chairman 
 
1. The resolution to approve the Department of Homeless Services placement 
of homeless adult families at 315 West 94th Street, as amended, was adopted: 
37-0-0-0. 
 



Mr. Fine provided information. CB7 requested a timetable from DHS on next 
steps. DHS claims it is addressing the issues. They have moved out 9 pregnant 
women and some other people with specific issues. Richard Ashe and Ethel 
Sheffer offered an amendment, which was accepted. 
 
Public Speaker: Judith Kaplan. 
 
2. The resolution to approve the restoration of home rule over NYC rent and 
evictions laws was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
 
 
Transportation Committee 
 
Andrew Albert and Dan Zweig, Co-Chairpersons 
 
3. 286 Columbus Avenue (West 73rd Street.) The resolution to approve new 
application DCA# 1231072 to the Department of Consumer Affairs by Wine and 
Roses Bar and Cafes, LLC, d/b/a Wine & Roses, for a two-year consent to 
operate an unenclosed sidewalk café with 7 tables and 14 seats was adopted: 
33-0-2-0. 
 
Public Speaker: Elizabeth Anderson, lives on West 74th Street and is in favor of 
Wine and Roses.  
 
4. 413 Amsterdam Avenue (West 80th Street.) The resolution to approve the 
Assignment of Consent application DCA# 1227844 to the Department of 
Consumer Affairs by Emilio’s Italian Eatery, Inc., d/b/a Ristoranti La Grolla, for 
a two-year consent to operate an unenclosed sidewalk café with 11 tables and 
22 seats was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
 
 
Land Use Committee  
 
Richard Asche and Page Cowley, Co-Chairpersons 
 
5. The resolution to approve applications to the City Council by the Department 
of Housing Preservation and Development, under the Tenant Interim Lease 
Program, for the disposition of each of the following properties to the 
building’s Housing Development Fund Corporation, composed of residents who 
will own their apartments 
 
· 983 Amsterdam Avenue, West 108th-109th Streets; 
 
· 51 West 106th Street, Manhattan-Columbus Avenues; 
 
· 135 West 89th Street, Amsterdam-Columbus Avenues  
 
was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
6. 160 Columbus Avenue (West 67th Street.) The resolution to approve 
application #17-93-BZ to the Board of Standards & Appeals by MP Sports Club 
Upper Westside LLC, on behalf of Reebok-Sports Club/NY, Ltd., to reopen and 
amend the original BSA resolution, and to extend it for 10 years was adopted: 
32-1-0-0. 
 
7. 129 West 67th Street (Broadway-Amsterdam Avenue.) The resolution to 
approve application #127-06-BZ to the Board of Standards and Appeals by the 



Kaufman Center for a minor waiver of floor area and rear yard requirements to 
allow the proposed enlargement of the center was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
 
 
Parks & Preservation Committee 
 
Lenore Norman and Klari Neuwelt, Co-Chairpersons 
 
8. The resolution to approve final phase of the restoration of Bethesda 
Fountain, Central Park was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
9. The resolution to approve Conservation of Imagine Mosaic and modification 
to adjacent pavement, Central Park was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
10. 199 Columbus Avenue, dba SawickiTarella Architecture + Design, PC (West 
69th Street.) The resolution to approve the application to the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission for installation of blade sign was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
11. 325 West End Avenue, Apt# 2D (West 75th-76th Streets.) The resolution to 
approve the application to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for 
replacement of two broken stained glass windows with new aluminum 
windows was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
12. 37 Riverside Drive (West 75th-76th Streets.) The resolution to approve the 
application to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for modification of one 
of the two existing penthouses and creation of penthouse addition in courtyard 
was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
13. 225 West 86th Street, The Belnord (Amsterdam Avenue-Broadway.) The 
resolution to approve the application to the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission for replacement entrance gates at the two arches and replacement 
of taxi/doorman kiosk was adopted: 30-0-1-1. 
 
14. 38 West 83rd Street (Central Park West-Columbus Avenue.) The resolution 
to approve the application to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for a 
roof-top addition, rear yard addition, installation of a stoop and fence at the 
front facade and installation of new front doors was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
15. 100 West 74th Street (Columbus Avenue.) The resolution to approve the 
application to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for roof-top addition 
was adopted 26-5-6-0. 
 
Public Speaker: Elizabeth Anderson, lives on West 74th Street and is opposed 
to the roof-top. 
 
The move to put this back to the Committee to make a final binding vote on this 
based on the additional information learned from the City Planning Dept from 
their meeting today, was not followed up on.  
 
16. 153 West 78th street (Amsterdam-Columbus Avenues.) The resolution to 
approve the application to the Landmarks Preservation Commission for rear-
yard addition was adopted: 32-1-0-0. 
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:11pm. 
 
 



 
Present: Sheldon J. Fine, Barbara Adler, Andrew Albert, Linda Alexander, 
Richard Asche, Hope Cohen, Jeffrey Bank, Page Cowley, Alberto Cruz, Lance 
Dashefsky, Islande Dupoux, Josh Feldman, Guillermo Gonzalez, Victor 
Gonzalez, Phyllis E. Gunther, David Harris, Robert Herrmann, Benjamin 
Howard-Cooper, Lawrence Horowitz, John D. Howell, Chaumtoli Huq, Ulma 
Jones, Barbara Keleman, Lenore Norman, Gabrielle Palitz, Melanie Radley, Luis 
O. Reyes, Oscar Ríos, Madge Rosenberg, Helen Rosenthal, Ethel Sheffer, Jeffrey 
Siegel, Charles Simon, Elizabeth Starkey, Steve Strauss, Barbara Van Buren, 
Thomas Vitullo-Martin, D. Maria Watson, Melanie Wymore, George Zeppenfeldt-
Cestero, Dan Zweig. Absent: John Donohue, Jean Green-Dorsey, Marlene Guy, 
Joyce S. Johnson, Bobbie Katzander, Eric Nelson, Klari Neuwelt, Sharon Parker-
Frazier and Anne Raphael. 
 
Steering Committee 
 
Sheldon Fine, Chairperson 
 
 
 
Minutes will be uploaded as they become available. 
 
Youth and Education Committee 
 
Luis O. Reyes and Alberto Cruz, Co-Chairpersons  
 
 
 
Minutes will be uploaded as they become available. 
 
 
Transportation Committee 
 
Andrew Albert and Dan Zweig, Co-Chairpersons  
 
 
 
Minutes will be uploaded as they become available. 
 
Business and Consumer Issues Committee 
 
George Zeppenfeldt-Cestero and Madge Rosenberg, Co-Chairpersons  
 
 
 
Minutes will be uploaded as they become available. 
 
 
 
 
Parks and Preservation Committee 
 
Lenore Norman and Klari Neuwelt, Co-Chairpersons  
 
 
 
Minutes will be uploaded as they become available. 
 
 



 
 
Housing Committee 
 
Victor Gonzalez and Charles Simon, Co-Chairpersons  
 
 
 
Minutes will be uploaded as they become available. 
 
 
Health and Human Services Committee 
 
Barbara Van Buren, Chairperson  
 
 
 
Minutes will be uploaded as they become available. 
 
Land Use Committee  
 
Richard Asche and Page Cowley, Co-Chairpersons  
 
Minutes will be uploaded as they become available. 
 
 
 
Environment and Public Safety Committee 
 
John Howell, Chairperson 
 
District Service Cabinet  
 
Minutes will be uploaded as they become available. 
 
 
 
 


