
1

Zoning Compliance 
Improvements



2

Goals & Benefits

Improving compliance with the Zoning Resolution is  a key 
component of Commissioner LiMandri’s Strategic Plan.

The goal of this new initiative:
Increase Zoning Resolution compliance

The benefits of this new initiative include:
Providing transparency earlier in the process giving the public more 

information about proposed development in communities

Providing owners, developers, and industry more certainty about their 
projects
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Transparency
A new Zoning Diagram and Determination Requests will provide a 
more complete package of zoning information to the public earlier in 
the process…”before the first shovel hits the ground.”

Related Zoning DocumentsRelated Zoning Documents
Zoning DeterminationsZoning Determinations

Zoning DiagramZoning Diagram
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Certainty

Today, challenges happen late in the development process as public 
awareness is triggered by construction. This can lead to lawsuits and 
costly construction delays.
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New Zoning Diagram

• Required on all New Buildings and Enlargements
• Required prior to application approval
• Scanned to BISWeb at approval

2 Components:

• Site Plan

• 3D
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Site Plan Component

The Site Plan view includes the following:
• Special District(s)
• Dimensioned Zoning Lot
• Designated Parking Area
• Garages / Sheds
• Building Footprint

• Building Segments
• Street Trees
• Open Space
• Plazas
• Curb Cuts

• Lot Coverage
• Yards
• Wide & Narrow Street
• Zoning District(s)
• Commercial Overlay(s)

• Distance to Corner
• Retaining Walls
• Swimming Pools
• Fences
• Decks
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3D Diagram

The 3D view includes the following:
• Dimensioned Building Height
• Dimensioned Street Wall Heights and Setbacks
• Permitted Obstructions Sky Exposure Plane
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New Determination Forms

Replace the current BC1 - Pre-Con/Recon 
Request form with two new forms:

• ZRD1 for Zoning related requests

• CCD1 for all other Codes or 
requirements (Construction Code, 
Multiple Dwelling Law, Policy and 
Procedure Notices, etc.)

All applicable approved determinations will 
be scanned at approval
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Accessibility – My Community
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Accessibility – My Community

Related Zoning Documents
Zoning Determinations

Zoning Diagram
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New Public Challenge

Highlights:
The public can challenge the Department’s 
zoning approval for 45 days

Challenges will be forwarded to the applicant 
and reviewed by the Borough Commissioner. 
Decisions will be posted to BISWeb

Decisions can be appealed for 15 days to 
Technical Affairs. Appeal decisions will be 
posted to BISWeb

PAAs (Amendments) filed to resolve 
challenge objections can be appealed for 15 
days to Technical Affairs

PAAs filed to change scope restart the 45 
day challenge process

Permits may be obtained and construction 
can begin any time after approval

Related Zoning Documents

Zoning Determinations

Zoning Diagram
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Public Challenge Process



13

New Public Challenge Forms

Challenges or appeals must be issued on 
new forms:

• Zoning Challenge and Appeal Form for 
Zoning related challenges

• Construction Challenge and Appeal 
Form for all other Code challenges

Challengers can identify the address and 
nature of complaint. Application and Zoning 
Resolution information visible on scanned 
documents can also be included.

Decisions will be issued and posted to 
BISWeb on all challenges and appeals 
submitted within the established time frames 
will 
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Zoning Compliance

Check www.nyc.gov/buildings to view all new 
forms and guides.

Questions?...

Check www.nyc.gov/buildings to view all new 
forms and guides.

Questions?...


