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        February 6, 2010 
 
Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer 
Municipal Building 
1 Centre Street, 19th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
State Senator Thomas K. Duane 
322 Eighth Avenue 
Suite 1700 
New York, NY 10001 
 
Assembly Member Linda B. Rosenthal 
230 West 72nd Street 
Suite 2F 
New York, NY 10023 
 
Council Member Gale A. Brewer 
563 Columbus Avenue 
New York, NY 10024 
 
Mel Wymore, Chair 
Manhattan Community Board 7 
250 West 87th Street 
New York, NY 10024 
 
Upper West Side Streets Renaissance 
127 West 26th Street 
10th Floor 
New York, NY 10001 
 
 
Dear Columbus Avenue Working Group, 
 
 Thank you for your February 4th report with recommendations on the Columbus Avenue 
bicycle lane.  As you know, the bike lane was designed and implemented at Community Board 
7’s request and completed in November 2010, incorporating community input along the way.  
Similar designs on other avenues in the city, implemented as elements of New York City's safety 
and mobility strategies, have substantially reduced crashes involving cyclists, pedestrians and 
motorists alike, and attracted many additional cycling trips.   
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 The Columbus Avenue project provides cyclists with separation from motor vehicle 
traffic and reduces crossing distances for pedestrians, which is of particular importance for 
seniors.  In similar projects, these features have helped reduce injury crashes from 30 to 50 
percent for everyone who uses the street, contributing to the record levels of traffic safety we 
have recorded citywide over the last four years. 
 
 While our observations indicate the new street design to be working well since its 
completion in November, we welcome ongoing collaboration with local stakeholders and in 
particular the Working Group's suggestions for additional adjustments to Columbus Avenue's 
design and parking regulations.  Below, we have responded to each of them. 
 
1. Investigate shortening all mixing and turning lanes to increase metered parking. 
Response:  We propose restoring parking on selected blocks that do not have heavy left turn 
volumes.  This would be accomplished by eliminating some mixing zones through the institution 
of left turn bans.  If left turns are prohibited on certain bocks, we can restore all of the parking on 
these blocks. The review of which streets may be appropriate for left turn bans will be completed 
through discussions with the CAWG and community.  We will also examine reducing the length 
of the left turn lanes.   
 
 
2. Consider balancing local merchant needs for loading and parking zones by regulating 
different use of curbside space during different times of day, in cooperation and 
consultation with the CAWG. 
Response:  We agree that the hours for commercial loading on some blocks can be reduced, 
thereby allowing more customer parking.  We will work with the CAWG to confirm with each 
business that reducing loading hours will not negatively impact their business. 
 
 
3. Reprogram muni-meters to not issue permits during prohibited hours. 
Response:  While our current muni-meters have technical difficulties accommodating this 
programming, we are working to develop this capability by the late spring, 2011.   We hope to 
implement the muni-meter changes on Columbus Avenue by early summer. 
 
 
4. Streamline signage to reduce confusion. 
Response:  We will examine Columbus Avenue to determine if there are any signs that can be 
simplified or eliminated.  In addition, we will examine the feasibility of moving some of the 
parking regulations out from the curbside into the floating parking area.   
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5. Work with the New York City Fire Department (FDNY) to coordinate street use by (a) 
allowing parking in front of certain fire hydrants, and (b) relying on the bike path for fire 
truck access rather than adjacent parking spaces. 
Response:  We will reach out to the Fire Department on this request. 
 
 
6. Work with the New York Police Department (NYPD) to enhance enforcement of the 
following violations: (a) misuse of the new loading zone, (b) illegal double parking and (c) 
misuse of city-issued parking placards, particularly in loading zones. 
Response:  We will work closely with the Police Department to ensure that these violations are 
focused on. 
 
 
7. Work with Department of Sanitation and Department of Parks and Recreation to 
coordinate: (a) snow removal on the bike lane and (b) the maintenance of pedestrian 
refuge planters. 
Response:  Throughout the winter we have been coordinating closely with the Department of 
Sanitation to ensure that the passageways through the pedestrian islands are cleared of snow, as 
well as the bike lane itself.  We will continue to do so.  We will also work closely with Parks on 
spring tree planting and ongoing maintenance of the planted areas. 
 
 
8. Work with the NYPD to enforce yielding on bike path. 
Response:  NYPD is currently conducting enforcement of cyclists on Columbus Avenue, 
including traveling the wrong way on the bike path, running red lights, etc.  We will work 
closely with NYPD to ensure that cyclist enforcement continues. 
 
 
9. Conduct a study of placard distribution and use. 
Response:  In conjunction with the Mayor’s Office and the local precincts, we will continue to 
take necessary steps to reduce placard abuse. 
 
 
10. Build on this model of stakeholder consultation in future street redesign. 
Response:  We appreciate the involvement and hard work of the Columbus Avenue Working 
Group.  We believe that replicating this partnership on future street redesigns would be 
beneficial to all involved parties. 
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We look forward to working with you over the next few weeks to further review the 
above items and to continue our partnership on this project.  These actions should directly 
address the group's concerns and are important steps in refining the project to meet local  
needs - all while improving safety and mobility for everyone who lives, works and shops  
along the Avenue. 

 
       Sincerely, 

 
       Janette Sadik-Khan 
       Commissioner 

 


