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       April 21, 2014 

 

Honorable Bill de Blasio 

Mayor of the City of New York  

City Hall 

New York, NY  10007    

 

  Re: Proposals to Ban Carriage Horses at Central Park 

 

Dear Mayor de Blasio:  

 

 We are very concerned that the result of the current initiative to ban carriage horses from Central 

Park could result in the introduction of many new motorized vehicles into Central Park.  That would be 

inconsistent with Community Board 7’s long-standing goal of eliminating motor vehicles from the park, 

in order to facilitate and enhance the constantly increasing use of Central Park by varied recreational 

users. 

 

 Several years ago, Community Board 7 spearheaded a movement supported by the other 

Manhattan Community Boards, requesting a trial ban on all private motorized traffic in Central Park, with 

a view toward making such a ban permanent. (Community Board 7 resolution dated June 7, 2011 

(attached) and Manhattan Borough Board resolution dated July 21, 2011.) 

 

 While CB7 has not yet taken a position on the retention of the carriage horses in Central Park, 

certain proposals now in the news would couple banning the horses with the introduction of motorized 

vehicles to drive tourists around the park – presumably at all hours, and in all parts of the park, including 

at times of day, and/or in areas of the park, where motorized vehicles are now prohibited, thanks to years 

of efforts by park advocates that gradually came to fruition. 

 

 We strongly urge that – whatever may happen with the horses and carriages – no motorized 

vehicles be introduced into Central Park as a substitute for them. 

 

   Sincerely, 

 

  

   Elizabeth R. Caputo 

   Chair, Community Board 7 

 

    

Cc:  The Hon. Gale A. Brewer, Manhattan Borough President  

 The Hon. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker, New York City Council 

 Mitchell Silver, Incoming Commissioner, NYC Department of Parks & Recreation 

 Doug Blonsky, President and CEO, Central Park Conservancy 

The Hon. Helen Rosenthal, Councilmember, District 6 

 The Hon. Mark Levine, Councilmember, District 7 


