
 

August 8, 2013  

 

Dear Neighbors, 

 

As you may be aware, the New York City Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) continues construction on the latest phase of City Water 

Tunnel Number 3. The City currently relies on City Tunnels No. 1 and 2  

for the majority of our drinking water. These tunnels were first put into 

service in 1917 and 1936, respectively. Completing City Tunnel No. 3 will 

provide New York with critical redundancy, and will allow DEP to shut 

down and repair City Tunnel No. 1 for the first time in its history. City 

Tunnel 3, Stage 1, is already in service and the Manhattan portion of Stage 2 

has been under construction since 2005. 

 

Construction of the current phase of the work at the corner of West 60
th

 

Street and Amsterdam Avenue started in October 2010 and will continue 

through the final phase of the work. This will culminate in the activation of 

City Tunnel Number 3 in Manhattan in late 2013. All work at the site will be 

completed in early 2014. Construction schedules are dynamic due to the 

impact of outside forces, such as weather, so these dates may vary. We will 

keep the community updated as to the schedule for sidewalk and lane 

closures. 

 

As part of the on-going construction, DEP has been granted permission for 

the purposes of construction staging and support to close sections of  

sidewalk and traffic lanes on the north side of West 60
th

 Street between 

Columbus Avenue and Amsterdam Avenue. The construction on the area on 

Amsterdam Avenue between West 60
th

 Street and West 62
nd

 Street was 

completed last year. The contractor for the next and final phase of the work 

has mobilized to the site in November 2012. 

 

To ensure minimal disruption to the cultural activities and proposed 

construction projects in the area, DEP has been closely coordinating its 

activities with other entities planning to execute construction projects and 

cultural activities in the area, including the Department of Design and 

Construction, Fordham University, Lincoln Center, and the Mayor’s Office 

of Citywide Event Coordination and Management, Department of 

Transportation, as well as Community Board 7. 

 

We thank you for your understanding and patience while construction of  

this critical piece of infrastructure continues. If you experience any  

problems as a result of this project, please do not hesitate to call 311. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

      Patrick O’Connor, P.E. 


