


 
THE CITY OF NEW Y ORK 

OFFICE OF THE PRE SIDENT  
BOROUGH OF M ANHATTAN  

 
 
  SCOTT M. STRINGER 
  BOROUGH PRESIDENT 
 

M UN IC IPAL BUILD ING   ❖  1 CENTRE STREET  ❖  NEW Y OR K,  NY  10007 
PHONE (212) 669-8300  FAX (212) 669-4305 

www.mbpo.org    bp@manhat tanbp.org  

 
March 18, 2013 
 
Kathleen Grimm 
Deputy Chancellor 
New York City Department of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Deputy Chancellor Grimm: 
 
Thank you for taking the time to meet with my office, elected officials and parent leaders on 
March 1, 2013 regarding the Education Construction Fund’s (ECF) Request for Expressions of 
Interest (RFEI).  I appreciate your commitment to working with all stakeholders while developing 
these plans and look forward to a productive and collaborative dialogue as we formulate a 
community engagement process to review any potential development. 
 
The three sites under consideration for redevelopment: P.S. 191, P.S. 199 and the School for 
Cooperative Technical Education are located in high density, residential neighborhoods.  
Although no site has been selected, there has been significant community concern expressed 
about this proposal and its potential negative impact on communities.  
 
Per our discussion on March 1, I am writing to memorialize the commitments made by DOE 
(Department of Education) and ECF in that meeting: It is my understanding that any temporary 
relocation facility will be within the existing catchment zone for the selected school; the impacted 
school community will be kept together during construction; and any new facility will include 
added capacity to relieve present overcrowding and accommodate the incoming student 
population resulting from any new development.   
 
In addition, there has been great concern over whether the proposed projects would be subject to 
the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP).  The RFEI clearly states that ULURP is not 
required.  However, DOE has indicated that it will require the developer of any of the sites to seek 
a special permit, which would trigger a limited ULURP review. 
 
I appreciate your commitment to a transparent public approval process, but after thoroughly 
examining the issue it is my understanding that the ULURP actions associated with this project 
are not mandatory and, even if sought, may be narrow in scope.  The community engagement that 
ULURP is designed to ensure is critical for the long term success of such a controversial proposal. 
In this case, ULURP would not simply be a regulatory mechanism.  It would allow the 
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community to have a voice on a project that will affect both the short- and long-term education of 
their children.  When ULURP is broad and comprehensive in scope, it is an appropriate place to 
have those discussions and ensures a robust and transparent process. 
 
I appreciate your willingness to meet with us on this issue and have a continued dialogue.  I 
respectfully request a written reassurance of your commitment to keep the impacted school 
community together and within the catchment zone, to increase school capacity with any new 
construction, and to guarantee a ULURP process that encompasses the project in its totality.  
 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this request.  I look forward to working together to ensure 
an open and transparent process.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Scott M. Stringer 
Manhattan Borough President 
 
 
cc:  Hon. Jerrold Nadler, U.S. Representative, 10th District 
  Hon. Charles B. Rangel, U.S. Representative, 13th District 
  Hon. Brad Hoylman, New York State Senate, 27th District  
  Hon. José E. Serrano, New York State Senate, 29th District 
  Hon. Linda B. Rosenthal, New York State Assembly, 67th District 
  Hon. Robert J. Rodriguez, New York State Assembly, 68th District 
  Hon. Gale A. Brewer, New York City Council, 6th District 
  Hon. Melissa Mark-Viverito, New York City Council, 8th District 
  Christine Annechino, President, District 3 Community Education Council 
  Shino Tanakawa, President, District 2, Community Education Council 
  Michelle Ciulla-Lipkin, Co-President, District 3 Presidents’ Council 
  Rachel Laiserin, Co-President, District 3 Presidents’ Council 
  Matthew Chook, Co-President, District 2 Presidents’ Council 
  Josselyne Herman-Saccio, Co-President, District 2 Presidents’ Council 
  Maria Verdesoto, Principal, P.S. 191 
  Katy Rosen, Principal, P.S. 199 
  John Widlund, Principal, School of Cooperative Technology 
  Community Board 7 
  Community Board 11 
 

 
 
 
 










