


Transportation Planning Committee 				Item # 2B

Ms. Margaret Forgione 
Manhattan Borough Commissioner
New York City Department of Transportation
59 Maiden Lane, 37th Floor 
New York, New York 10038

Re: PS 51 Traffic and Parking Concerns

Dear Commissioner Forgione:

Manhattan Community Board 4 (CB4) requests the assistance of the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) in ensuring a smooth and safe reopening of P.S. 51 in the Fall of 2013.  We appreciate the forethought of the teachers and students who approached MCB4 this month to discuss a variety of changes that will be required to enhance student safety when the school reopens with entrances/exits on W. 44th Street, one block south of its previous entrance/exit. 

Several of these changes require the involvement of DOT. 

First, we request that DOT install bollards along W. 44th Street in locations on sidewalks adjacent to curb cuts on both the north and the south side of the streets to prevent taxis from parking on the sidewalk, a frequent occurrence because of the substantial number of taxi franchises along the south side of the street. This practice, in addition to being illegal, is not conducive to student safety.   

Second, we request that DOT work with us and P.S. 51 to identify locations along W. 45th Street between Tenth and Eleventh Avenues to relocate the ten (10) teacher/school staff curbside parking spaces.  We note that CB4 supports DOT’s policy not to provide curbside parking for staff at new schools. However, P.S. 51 is not a new school. Further, the school is increasing substantially in size and staff (from 50 previously to up to approximately 100) and thus requesting the same number of spots reflects our desire to decrease teacher car commuting.

Third, we request traffic calming measures on W. 44th Street in the form of speed bumps on W. 44th Street between Tenth and Eleventh Avenues and /or additional signage toward Eleventh Avenue to encourage vehicle to slow down and warning of children crossing and a school entrance.  As you know there are many taxis traveling on this street and these measures will ensure a safer co-existence between the taxi drivers and the school children.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you very much for your consideration and assistance. We look forward to meeting with DOT and the Parent/Teacher Association of PS51 toward implementing the above restrictions and promoting student safety.                                       

Sincerely,





