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October 2018 Full Board Meeting Minutes

Public Hearing: PCE Special Permit at 450 West 33rd Street — Peloton Interactive,
Inc.
J.D. Noland, chair of the Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee, opened the
hearing and, with no speakers coming forward, declared the hearing closed.

Public Session

Ms. Puzio is a Supervising Attorney for the Sex Crimes Unit at the Manhattan District
Attorney’s Office. She is also the head of the Work-Related Sex Crimes Initiative whose
main goal is to encourage victims of sex crimes in the workplace to come forward and
begin the criminal justice process. The task force visits community boards, schools, and
businesses to make its services known to the public. This outreach has resulted in an uptick
in calls to its hotline from about 20 to over 120 per month. The program streamlines the
complaint process by giving victims the ability to bypass a visit to a police precinct and
speak directly to a prosecutor. Ms. Puzio brought flyers to the meeting.

Tina is a board member who spoke on her own behalf as a member of the community. She
requested the Transportation Committee to re-evaluate the street layout of West 26th Street
between 6th and 7th Avenues because of construction on two sites in the middle of the
block that will probably continue for years. The issue has to do with bikes in the bike lane
being rerouted around the Jersey barriers in front of the sites. It creates a dangerous path
where one must navigate around dumpsters, rubbish and other debris on the street.

Tina complained about traffic enforcement agents who have made it a practice to unfairly
target motorcycles and scooters. Because the NYPD has designated the blocks between
24th and 28th Streets as being prone to theft and tampering, the agents have seen it fit to
target these vehicles with tickets and towing.

Ms. Masse is the Director of the Climate Museum. It is the first initiative in the nation and
the second in the world to create a museum dedicated to climate change, climate solutions
and climate progress. The museum currently has ten exhibitions around the City, one of
which is in Hudson River Park at Pier 84. On Saturday the 6th of October, NASA climate
scientists will be at Pier 84 to answer questions about climate science. The site is open
every day from 7 am to Midnight. Ms. Masse made flyers available.

Ms. Lahn shared her concerns regarding ambulance access to Mt. Sinai West Hospital. The
problem has arisen since 60th Street has become a one-way westbound street. Now,
ambulances coming up 10th Avenue must travel all the way up to 62nd Street to get over to
Columbus Avenue in order to come back down to the hospital on 59th Street. It also causes
a problem for ambulances leaving the hospital on 59th Street when making a call
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downtown. Ms. Lahn asked for the board’s help in having 59th Street turned into a two-way
street. She believes that the hospital administration may be reluctant to ask for this change
because doctors and staff park their cars on 59th Street.

Mr. Mills is a pastor at Gallery Church in Chelsea. He introduced his wife Sarah who works
for the Fellowship for Performing Arts, a theatre production company located in Hell’s
Kitchen. FPA produces theater from a Christian worldview to engage a diverse audience.
Mr. Mills stated that he was attending the meeting to listen to the needs of the community
and to pray and show his love for the community.

Ms. Wager is the Director of Government and Community Relations at the Fashion Institute
of Technology. She mentioned a couple of public programming events:

e FIT isin the middle of its Sustainability Awareness Week. The program includes
several workshops, lectures and tours. There is a tour of the green roof on Thursday
October 4th at 6 pm.

e On October 29th the Lawrence Israel Lecture will be held with the renowned
architect Annabelle Selldorf being honored. The event will take place in the Katie
Murphy Amphitheater from 6 to 8 pm.

Joe is a board member who spoke on behalf of Clinton Housing Development Company of
which he is the executive director. He announced that applications had just become
available for the Site Seven project on West 53rd Street between 10th and 11th Avenues.
There are 102 affordable apartments available to people in single households making
$39,000 up to a family of four making $172,000 with no gaps in between. Applications
must be submitted by December 7th through Housing Connect. There is a 50% preference
for residents living in MCDA4.

Remarks from Elected Officials and Representatives

Mr. Nadler began by noting that it is a very divisive time in Washington and in the
country. He believes there is a crisis in the country now because the Trump
Administration is not following the norms of democratic procedure. For example, the
President is not supposed to step in and tell the F.B.I. who to prosecute or not prosecute.
He thinks the President, out of ignorance, is subverting democracy by undermining the
press; by attacking the independence of the judiciary; and, by attacking the judges, the
Justice Department and the F.B.1. Another aspect of the current crisis has to do with the
constitutionally imposed system of checks and balances where Congress is supposed to
be a check on the administration and the administration is supposed to be a check on
Congress. All three branches should be a check on the actions of each other. So, in the
case of children being separated from their parents at the border, there should be hearings
in Congress on that. But that has not happened. The current Administration has also
chosen to join in lawsuits against democratically enacted laws such as provisions of the
Affordable Care Act that deal with the cost of health care insurance charged to those with
pre-existing conditions. The Administration should be defending the constitutionality of
this statute, rather than seek to disable it. A similar course of action has been taken in
cases where various states have enacted laws that enable voter suppression. Congress has
not exercised its oversight responsibilities in holding the Administration responsible for
any of these actions. Nor has it chosen to investigate over one hundred topics that have
been identified by the press as needing scrutiny by the legislative branch.

Mr. Nadler brought up the Brett Kavanaugh nomination to the Supreme Court. He
pointed to Judge Kavanaugh’s Judiciary Committee testimony wherein he attacked the
process as a Democratic plot against his confirmation. The judges’ words, he said, were
not what one would expect from a dispassionate, neutral jurist sitting on a U.S. circuit
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court. His impartiality is now cause for concern. Mr. Nadler went on to give an
enlightening review of the history of the Supreme Court since the period before the Civil
War. He made the point that presidents have always primarily picked judges based on
their qualifications as judges rather than based on a list provided by a single source that is
influenced by a particular ideology.

The Senator’s office organized a Know Your Rights meeting for tenants facing landlord
harassment.

He sent a letter to the Department of Education regarding the delay in releasing the results
of public school test scores noting the hardship that it has caused to families and
requesting that it be addressed as soon as possible.

There will be free flu shots available in the office on November 30th from 10 am to 2 pm.

The Speaker was proud to announce on September 22nd that Hartley House will be able
to remain at its current century-old location on West 46th Street. He thanked the Hudson
Guild, Clinton Housing, CB4 and elected officials for their efforts.

Free flu shots will be given at the district office on Thursday, October 11th from 10 am to
5 pm. Call or email the office to RSVP.

The latest Participatory Budgeting cycle began on September 23rd. There are three
upcoming Neighborhood Assemblies scheduled where residents can share ideas, learn
about project eligibility, and sign-up to be a Budget Delegate. The meetings will run from
6:30 to 8:30 pm at each of these locations: City and County School on October 10th, New
York City Lab School on the 17th and Midtown West on the 18th.

The Council has calendared a meeting on October 22nd covering the Small Business Jobs
Survival Act, a piece of legislation that has been lingering in the Council for years. The
Speaker has promised to finally hold a hearing on this.

The Speaker reacted to the proposed plan by the MTA to install an electrical substation
on West 28th Street between 8th and 9th Avenues. It would lie within the residential Penn
South complex where noise from the machinery is an issue. The MTA did not seek any
input from residents before its announcement, nor did it consider noise when choosing the
site. After meeting with the Speaker, the MTA president agreed to evaluate alternative
sites.

Mr. Stinson stated that last week the Comptroller’s Office released a report on housing
affordability that showed that since 2005, due to rising rents the City lost over 425,000
affordable apartments renting for $1,000 or less. They were replaced by 120,000 units
renting for over $2,700 per month. In 2005, 78% of those apartments were renting for
$1,200 or less. In 2016, only 60% were renting at that same amount. The Comptroller is
looking to form a coalition with the state Senate after the election to update the rent laws
— measures that were put on hold in the previous Senate.

Mr. Stinson provided copies of sixty of his charter amendment proposals. They deal with
such matter as land use, government transparency, wealth creation in communities of
color, and, procurement reforms. One of the main things he’s calling for is a chief
diversity officer in City Hall and each City agency to create more opportunities for
Minority and Women-Owned Businesses.

Ms. Rosenthal passed around summaries of bills that were signed into law by the Mayor
having to do with sexual harassment in the workplace. As Chair of the Committee on
Women, she was able to advance the bills through the Council successfully. She said she
believes that the NYPD’s Special Victims Unit does not treat survivors of sexual abuse
well. When a survivor walks into a police precinct to make a complaint, they often feel
humiliated. The Council is working on a package of bills aimed at changing police
behavior in such situations.
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The Council is also working on bills to address the disparity between black and white
morbidity during childbirth. Black women are twelve times more likely to die during
childbirth than white women.

With respect to the NYCHA complex Harborview Terrace, the Council has asked the
Mayor to explain in person to tenants his revised plan for the development of the long-
ago promised affordable building on the parking lot of the complex. Specifically, the
Mayor should explain the justification for wanting to replace the proposed 16-story,
100% affordable building with a 60-story building containing market rate units along
with the promised affordable units.

Ms. Brewer reminded everyone that the national census was getting closer and that there
are issues that must be addressed to ensure an accurate count in the City. She noted that
Providence was experimenting with an online census, and it was not going well. She
asked the board to consider steps that the City might pursue.

She is in favor of closing Riker’s Island, but admits that the process is not easy. The
Mayor’s suggestion to convert 80 Centre Street into a local jail has been met with serious
objections from the residents of Chinatown.

Planning for the L Train shutdown appears to be going well, but the big issue is one that
was raised by Brad Hoylman: the busses coming over the bridge are not clean. There are
many small issues that still must be addressed as well.

Applications for the Borough President’s Youth Council are due October 29th.

Ms. Brewer has a new program called Borough Presidents on Your Block that will
initially work with four or five NYCHA developments. She continues to work with
Speaker Johnson on the food bank for seniors program. She invited the board to meet
with her to discuss capital funding requests. She thanked the board for its work on
keeping the Garment Center a viable manufacturing district.

Ms. Brewer, speaking as a private citizen, gave her thoughts on the Mayor’s three
proposed City Charter revisions that will be voted on this November 6th. The first one on
the ballot has to do with campaign finance. She is very much against the second proposal
which deals with the establishment of a Civic Engagement Commission because it is a
mayoral commission that does not allow for enough community involvement and because
its duties are not well-defined. She is also opposed to the third proposal which establishes
term limits for community board members. This would result in the removal of many
members who have accumulated the necessary knowledge and experience required to
deal with complex issues such as land use and zoning.

Senator Hoylman arrived at the end of the meeting due to his schedule in Albany. He
expressed his hope that everyone votes in November, reminding everyone that the next
Friday was the last day to register. He also thanked Speaker Johnson, board member
Restuccia and the Hudson Guild for their work in saving Hartley House. He concluded
with the status of the L Train shutdown and his recent op-ed column criticizing the MTA
for buying 200 new diesel busses when they should have invested in renewable natural
gas and electric busses. He said that he would continue to monitor the project to ensure
that air quality monitors would be installed along the entire length of the route.



Adoption of Agenda and
Minutes

Nominating Committee
Report

Budget Task Force Report

District Manager Report

Board Chair Report

Board Reports & Business

The Agenda was amended to table Item 2 and withdraw Items 3 and 14; it was
then approved unanimously. The September minutes were also approved
unanimously.

Frank Holozubiec, Chair of the Nominating Committee, announced that, after
soliciting the members for those who desired to run for board offices, only the
existing members expressed an interest to continue in office. Interviews of
nominees will be held at the end of October and the Committee will present a
slate of recommended nominees at the November general meeting.

Jeffrey LeFrancois, Chair of the Budget Committee, stated that over the past
week the Committee reviewed the board’s Statement of District Needs to see if
it needed any updating. As it turned out, many of the things that the board had
been asking for over the years were granted last year. This was probably the
result of streamlining the Statement and highlighting the items that were of the
greatest importance, thus drawing the attention of the relevant agencies.

Jeffrey then pointed to the sheets at the back of the room where attendees could
write their ideas and specific requests for inclusion in the new Statement of
District Needs. He also reminded the chairs of each committee to prepare their
input. The District Manager noted that each committee chair would be
receiving a form in their monthly information packet that would make the
submission process easier.

Highlights of events the District Manager or Staff attended on behalf of the
board and upcoming events:

Upcoming News:

CB4 will partner with NYC Business Solutions and the Greenwich Village
Chelsea Chamber of Commerce as well as the Hudson Yards\Hell’s Kitchen
Alliance to host two small business trainings. The first will be October 29th at
10 am at 239 West 14th Street at the Spanish Benevolent Society. The Second
will be Tuesday, December 11th at 11 am at 412 West 42nd Street, 3rd Floor.

Meetings attended on behalf of the board:
e West 52" Street (8/10 Aves): Sanitation Issues

August Committee Updates and Board Reminders:
e ACES - Tuesday, October 16th — 305 West 44th Street
e Budget Task Force — Monday, October 22nd
e All Other Committees remain the same

First Vice Chair Lowell Kern stepped in for Chair Lazarin who was out of the
country at the time of the meeting. He provided highlights of the activities of
the Chair and other members during the past month:

e The HH&HS Committee has been working with the Council Speaker’s
Office and HPD regarding the Tenant Interim Lease Program at 201
7th Avenue.

e The Transportation Committee continues to meet with the L Train Task
Force.

e The Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee continues to meet
with the owners of 355-357 West 39th Street.



e The Waterfront, Parks & Environment Committee did a walk-through
at Chelsea Waterside Park with members of the community who have
safety concerns with the newly-opened park.

e There was a meeting with the Speaker’s Office regarding the closing of
the Aladdin Hotel Shelter. The shelter has agreed to double security,
but there have been no final answers at this point.

e The Port Authority Task Force met with the Port Authority regarding
enhancements for Dyer Avenue and the 8th Avenue bike lane.

e There was a joint meeting between Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use,
the Transportation Committee, Waterfront Parks & Environment and
the Hudson Yards Development Corporation regarding Blocks 5 and 6.
At the upcoming meeting of each this month, the public will be given a
chance to suggest uses for funds provided for development.

e Board member Lee Compton provided written testimony to the 2019
Charter Revision Commission.

e The Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee worked with the
Speaker’s Office in the effort to save Hartley House, the 121-year-old
settlement house located on West 46th Street, from being sold. Hartley
House was saved.

Motions, Amendments, &

Comments Result

Action Items

Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee (CHKLU)

Item 1: Letter to BSA re PCE Application for Peloton
Interactive, Inc. — 450 W. 33rd Street

Passed with 35
In Favor and 1

PNE
ltem 2: Letterto-Mayer's-Officere Harbondew Terrace
Tabled
Item 3: Letterto-Crain’sre-Hudson-Boulevard-Park-Extension —
Withdrawn
Business License and Permits Committee (BLP)

Item 4: Letter to SLA re 337 W 14th Street — K & P Court Food Passed

I Items 4-13 were bundled. .

nc Unanimously
Item 5: Letter to SLA re 267 W 15th Street — Simo Pizza LLC Passed
d/b/a Simo Pizza Unanimously
Item 6: Letter to SLA re 310 W 53rd Street — Hunter 53 Inc. Passed
d/b/a Turkuaz Café & Bar Unanimously
Item 7: Letter to SLA re 458 9th Avenue (35/36) — The Passed
Wrecking Club LLC Unanimously
Item 8: Letter to SLA re 312 W 36th Street (8/9) — Sweet Passed
Hospitality Group Unanimous|y
Item 9: Letter to SLA re 461 W 34th Street (10/Dyer Passed

Ave) — Courtyard New York Midtown

Unanimously



Item 10: Letter to SLA re 75 9th Avenue (16) — Chelsea Market Passed with 35

Events Inc. In Favor and 1
PNE
Item 11: Letter to SLA re 643-645 9th Avenue (45/46) — Passed
Southern Hospitality Unanimously
Item 12: Letter to SLA re 510 W 42nd Street (10/11) - Passed
Treadwell Park Unanimously
Item 13: Letter to SLA re 657 W 57th Street (11/12) — Passed
Landmark Theatres Unanimously

Waterfront, Parks & Environment Committee (WPE)

Item 14:Letterto-CHDCre DeWitt ClintonPark-Community  The letter was already sent as
Engagement — Withdrawn an administrative letter.

Transportation Planning Committee (TRANS)

Item 15: Letter to Mount Sinai re Development for 432 W. 58th Items 15,16, 19, 21 and 22 Passed
Street were bundled. Unanimously

Item 16: Letter to DOT re 10th Avenue Bike Lane Passed
Unanimously

Item 17: Letter to DOT re Taino Express Intercity Bus Stop Friendly amendment Passed
accepted. Unanimously

Item 18: Letter to Senator Hoylman re Route 9A Traffic Study Friendly amendment Passed
accepted. Unanimously

Item 19: Letter to DOT re Street Improvements to W. 41st Passed
Street and 10th Avenue Unanimously

Item 20: Letter to District Attorney’s Office re Information on  Friendly amendment Passed
Crash Incidents in Manhattan accepted. Unanimously

Item 21: Letter to NYPD re Vehicle Collision Reporting Passed
Unanimously

Item 22: Letter to Elected Officials re Legislative Changes for Passed
Crash Incidents Unanimously

Chelsea Land Use Committee (CLU)

Item 23: Letter to LPC re 547 West 27th Street window Passed
replacements - Ratification Unanimously
Item 24: Letter to LPC re 695 6th Avenue - Barrier Free Ramp  Friendly amendment Passed

accepted. Unanimously



Executive Committee (EXEC)

Item 25: Letter to MCBS5 re Carl R. Bieber, Inc. Intercity Bus

Stop

Item 26: Letter to EDC re Response to RFI Ferry Landing Study

Adjournment

Next Meeting Date and Location

As recorded by M. Noble

Meeting Resolution

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

8:30 PM Meeting Adjourned

6:30 PM November 7, 2018
Hudson Guild Elliott Center
441 West 26th Street 9/10
Dan Carpenter Room
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Present, not eligible
'A-- = No vote ATTENDANCE

KEY
P

VOTING KEY
Y=Yes
N=No
A=Abstain
PNE=
=Present
Ab=Absent
E=Excused

P/Y
Ab/N

E/A

PNE

Andrea Bernard
Christine Berthet

Gwen Billig

Yoni Boksor

Viren Brahmbhatt
Patricia Carnevale
Jessica Chait

Lee Compton
Angel Cortes

Dale Corvino
Judith Dahill

Barbara Davis

Maarten de Kadt
Paul Devlin
Pete Diaz

Tina DeFeliciantonio
Jeffrey Ellis-Lee

Brett Firfer

Wendy Gonzalez
David Holowka

Frank Holozubiec
Inge Ivchenko
Lowell Kern

Burt Lazarin
Christopher LeBron
Jeffrey LeFrancois
Bruce MacAffer
Betty Mackintosh
Morgan McLean
Italo Medelius
Michael Noble
J.D. Noland
Austin Ochoa
Maria Ortiz

Allen Oster
Oscar Pagoada
Brad Pascarella
Rhonda Patillo
Joe Restuccia
Sabrina Reveron
Delores Rubin
Brian Sokal
David Solnick
Ken Stewart
Martin Treat
James Wallace
David Warren

Full Board Meeting of Manhattan Community Board 4 October 3,2018
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