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June 2019 Full Board Meeting Minutes

PRESENTATIONS / Presentation: Hell’s Kitchen South Coalition on their Neighborhood Plan

PUBLIC HEARINGS Tiffany Triplett Henkel, Pastor of Metro Baptist Church and Chair of the Hell’s

Kitchen South Coalition, gave a Power Point presentation of its Neighborhood Plan for
the development of nine Port Authority-owned properties in connection with the Port
Authority Bus Terminal replacement project. The final version of the Plan can be
found at https://www.hkscnyc.org/ and is the subject of Agenda Item 2, which is the
Board’s letter in support of the Plan.

Public Hearing: BSA Application for a PCE for The Wright Fit Performance Lab at
525 West 26th Street

Public Hearing: BSA Application for a PCE for Humming Puppy Yoga Studio at 119
West 23rd Street

Lee Compton, co-chair of the Chelsea Land Use Committee, reviewed the
applications which are the subject of Agenda Items 3 and 4. No one from the public
came forward to speak and the hearings were closed.

Public Session

Mary McGee Ms. McGee is a resident of the Fulton Houses in Chelsea. She is opposed to the proposed
development plan for the complex and believes that the existing buildings are structurally
sound and merely need funding for repairs.

Jaqueline Lara  Ms. Lara is also a resident of the Fulton Houses and, having been relocated there out of a
homeless shelter, is upset to learn that her apartment might be demolished. She, too,
opposes the City’s proposed development plan.

George Weaver  Mr. Weaver, also a Fulton Houses resident, expressed his disappointment with Speaker
Johnson, believing that he should be doing more to protect the interests of the residents at
his complex.

Marni Halasa Ms. Halasa is the founder of a group known as Fight for NYCHA that advocates on behalf
of all NYCHA residents. She asked the Board to support its resolution for the imposition of
a 1% tax on all corporations with more than a thousand employees in the City so that the
revenue it generates can be used to fund NYCHA. She stated that Fulton Houses needs only
$168 million, which represents a mere two-tenths of one percent of the annual City budget,
and the City should find a way to allocate it to the Fulton Houses.

She also stated that the residents of Fulton Houses have formed an independent tenant’s


https://www.hkscnyc.org/
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association that is separate from the one headed by Miguel Acevedo because of their belief
that he is not adequately representing them. The new group held a rally in front of City Hall
and had a press conference before the latest community meeting on Tuesday. They are
seeking CB4’s support.

Mr. Gronki is the president of the West 16th Street Block Association. He spoke about the
14th Street bus plan, noting that the bus stop a Fifth Avenue should be re-instated as its
absence presents a real hardship to the elderly. On a separate note he stated that Chelsea
does not need any more market-rate housing.

As the Director of Government and Community Relations at the Fashion Institute of
Technology, Ms. Wager reviewed current news and upcoming events at FIT:

Welcome to Roberto Bobby Rabina, who recently joined FIT’s Office of
Government Community Relations.

Bachelor of Science and Technical Design FIT student created a high-tech fashion
forward wet suit.

Only Manhattan vodka distillery is in nearby CB5 owned by FIT graduate.

Remarks from Elected Officials and Representatives

Mr. Lewis gave updates and made the following announcements:

The Port Authority Bus Terminal Scoping document was released on May 23rd.
They are currently reviewing it and look forward to providing comments to the Port
Authority.

On June 19th, they will be meeting with Speaker Johnson’s office to discuss issues
surrounding the 201-207 7th Avenue development. They agree with CB4 and Mr.
Johnson as to many of their demands for the project, most notably, that it must have
a permanent affordability provision, and they look forward to further collaboration.
Today, they joined a letter co-signed by Congressman Jerry Nadler, Council Speaker
Johnson, State Senator Brad Hoylman, and Assembly Members Deborah Glick and
Richard Gottfried calling on the US Postal Service to immediately inform these
offices of what their plans are to ensure that customers of the Port Authority Finance
Station are not left without access to postal facilities as the USPS works to open a
new replacement facility.

As to Fulton Houses, BP Gale Brewer’s office, along with other elected officials,
have been attending the community engagement events that have taken place over
the past month and this month, including last night’s Open House. They were
pleased to see the enthusiastic turnout and have said they will not support any plan
that displaces residents, does not protect affordability in perpetuity, or removes or
degrades NYCHA tenants’ rights and protections. The Borough President is opposed
to knocking down NYCHA buildings.

In early May they co-sponsored a Town Hall Meeting along with Cooper Square
Community Land Trust to discuss issues surrounding the closure of religious
properties in the Borough. They will be creating an “action book” providing
practical important tips for religious institutions facing land use issues.

The second meeting of the Summer Meals Task Force took place on May 1st.
Community Boards can designate either CB staff or an appointed member as a
representative to the Task Force. The Task Force is concentrating on ensuring that
all NYC school children know about summer meals and this year we are focusing on
caretakers who may need food as well. They will be distributing info about where
adults can get food. They are also looking for volunteers for the June 13th “Summer
Meals Day of Action.” Volunteers will distribute flyers at Elementary and Title 1
Schools from 7:30am — 8:30am. The goal is to reach as many parents as possible in
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advance of the last day of school.

Deputy BP Aldrin Bonilla will be convening the Complete Count Committee
Friday, June 21st at 2pm to ensure that communities in Manhattan are counted
accurately in the 2020 Census. In addition, the Borough President is committed to
ensuring a complete count and will release an RFP for a small amount of expense
funding for not-for-profits to assist and conduct outreach in communities with a
traditionally low census count.

The de Blasio Administration announced the closing and/or consolidation of 14
senior centers throughout the City to save $885,00 in the upcoming Fiscal Year
2020 budget. Those centers are all located in Upper Manhattan. They sent a letter to
the Mayor urging him to keep these centers open.

There was a hearing held on June 4th at the Landmarks Preservation Commission on
six LGBT sites, five of which are in Manhattan. BP Brewer’s office provided
testimony in support.

Pratt Industries, the major paper recycling plant in NYC located on Staten Island,
has issued a paper challenge for Manhattan Community Boards with prizes for the
top place winners that are able to reduce their paper use this year compared to the
amount of paper used last year.

The Borough President will celebrate Gay Pride, World Pride and the 50th
Anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion by hosting a party on Friday, June 14th at
the Alhambra Center in Harlem. The party will feature music, refreshments and
vogueing.

The Borough President will be holding a public hearing at Pace University on June
11th to gather input from the community regarding the closure of Riker’s Island and
the prospect of Borough Based jails.

Congressman Nadler is working hard to make sure the entire Mueller report be made
available to the public.

Joined with Senators Warren, Durbin, and Representative Katko to introduce a
bankruptcy protection act to allow student loans to be discharged as part of
bankruptcy.

Introduced Pregnant Workers Fairness Act, which would ban discrimination for
pregnant workers and require accommodations for pregnant workers.

Introduced legislation to end forced arbitration for workers.

Opened a probe to examine the Department of Justice’s failure to investigate
policing behavior.

Continued the investigation into child separation policies at the border.

Advanced legislation to reverse the two-way poll on Staten Island.

Introduced bi-partisan legislation to reduce prices of prescription drugs

Passed HR5, a major piece of LGBTQ civil rights legislation.

Passed legislation to protect Dreamers and holders of temporary protective status.
Opposed the Williams Pipeline in a letter to Governor Cuomo.

Continuing to follow up with the USPS on the closure of the Port Authority Finance
Station and reopening it quickly and nearby and implementing replacement services.

Passed the Trust Act which will allow the NYS department of taxation and finance
to cooperate in providing state returns for public officials.

Passed Right to Call to support tenants right to call police and avert nuisance laws.
Passed ban on highly toxic foam.

Hosting Senior Resource Fair on July 16, 2-4 pm at 25 West 18th street.

The sunsetting of rent laws will take place on June 15; senate has proposed a
package to renew and expand rent regulations. Anticipate that it will pass quickly.
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Minutes

Assemblywoman Rosenthal was the prime sponsor of cat de-claw that finally passed
after 6 years, making it so you can no longer declaw your cat. New York is the first
state in the nation to ban it.

Testified at the LPC hearing for Pride Month. The James Baldwin residence is up
for designation and they are recommending it be considered.

Testifying tomorrow at the City Council hearing on NYCHA public safety and
security measures.

Shred Day: July 21,10-2 p.m. Limit yourself to 3 boxes.

Sanitation: previously Assemblywoman Rosenthal did a walk thru and determined a
watch lists of sites to monitor. They will be continuing this effort this week with a
walk though of the southern part of the district.

Last month. Speaker Johnson hosted State of the District and announced the winners
of participatory budgeting. Received a total of 3,748 votes. Winners were: Improved
Lighting for NYCHA parks and playgrounds; Upgraded Water Fountains for Public
Schools; Street Tree Protection Package.

Upcoming events:

Saturday, Bike helmet give away in Chelsea Park 11-2:30 p.m. and riding lessons
Also Saturday, E-waste event at Manhattan Plaza
Shred day, June 20

Fulton Houses: Carl offered to assure the board and the residents that Speaker
Johnson’s first concern are the residents of Fulton Houses. and their displacement is
their first concern. They immediately issued a statement and circulated flyers to
every tenant and have since held many events to get tenant feedback. The plan is
still in conceptual phase, and Speaker Johnson’s office is working with the residents,
CB4 leadership, NYCHA and others to consider ever option available to deal with
the $168M needed.

Introduced a new plan to reduce child care costs in NYC, being called NYCUnder3;
more information on https://comptroller.nyc.gov/

Next Wednesday, post-Eid event at NYU Global Center for Spiritual Life 6-8 p.m.
World Pride Event at Macy’s, June 25" 6-8 p.m.

Board Reports & Business

The Agenda, as amended to remove Item 33, and the May minutes were
unanimously approved.

Highlights of events the District Manager or Staff attended on behalf of the board

District Manager Report and upcoming events:

Meetings\Events attended by CB4 staff on behalf of the board:
e District Manager attended a meeting of the MBPO Mount Sinai/Beth
Israel Task Force
e (B4 Staff attended the MBPO Summer Meals kick off program
e On June 19th, CB4 together with the Manhattan Chamber of Commerce


https://comptroller.nyc.gov/

Board Chair Report

and Speaker Johnson’s office will be hosting a Hell’s Kitchen Business
Support Round Table.

June Committee Updates and Board Reminders:

o All other committees will be meeting at their regular times and
locations

e Areminder that the July Full Board meeting will be held on
Wednesday, July 24th instead of its normal date.

There have been some recent disparaging articles regarding how community boards
are using their additional expense funding. So, for the record, it should be noted that
CB4 has used these funds for the following expense items:

Additional Professional Services:

Preservation Consultant to produce a report on a proposed Hell’s Kitchen
Historic District

Part-time administrative and event coordinator to support upcoming CB4
events

Office Equipment:

Four new office computers

Board Equipment and Support Services:

Two new laptop computers
24/7 Mobile Translation Services for Committee Meetings

The Speaker’s Office is continuing to work to ensure the tow pound on Pier
76 will eventually be relocated as promised.

Three sites in the district are being evaluated to see if they can be used for
affordable housing, supportive housing and commercial development.
Working to improve communication with Port Authority on bus terminal
redevelopment as well as other developments in the area.

CB4 adopted a resolution on Fulton Houses and will continue to fight
against demolition.

Hosted an informal session for the block associations in Hell’s Kitchen
Board members have testified at City Planning about the redevelopment of
the Till Houses on 200" block of 7" avenue.

CB4 also provided testimony on Pier 40 to let them know that CB2 must
maintain their funding of the Hudson River Park despite the redesign of Pier
40.

Voting — board members must please complete the entirety of their voting
sheets.

Next meeting is July 24, 2019.

Community Board 4 social on July 23, at Actor’s Fund building.

The Chair announced the resignation of Ken Stewart, who recently
moved out of the district to Long Island.



Action Items Comments

Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee (CHKLU)

Item 1: Letter to LPC re Saint Benedict the Moor’s Church —
342 W. 53rd Street

Item 2: Letter to Hell’s Kitchen South Coalition in Support of
Their Neighborhood Plan

Chelsea Land Use Committee (CLU)
Item 3: Letter to BSA re Physical Culture Establishment Special
Permit for The Wright Fit Performance Lab at 525 West 26
Street

Item 4: Letter to BSA re Physical Culture Establishment Special
Permit for Yoga Studio at 119 West 23rd Street

Item 5: Letter to LPC re Amendments to Master Plan for the

Starrett-Lehigh Building at 601 West 26th Street As amended.

Business License and Permits Committee (BLP)
Item 6: Letter to DCA re 622 Tenth Avenue (44) — 44th & X

Items 6 — 28 were bundled.

Item 7: Letter to SLA re 489 Ninth Avenue (37/38) — FV COM
Corp.

Item 8: Letter to SLA re 623 11th Avenue (46) — RGZBP LLC

Item 9: Letter to SLA re 60 Chelsea Piers, 2nd Floor —
Konkapot Entertainment Inc.

Item 10: Letter to SLA re 119 W 23rd Street (6/7) — Café Des
Affiches LLC

Item 11: Letter to SLA re 218 8th Avenue (21/22) — Bar 21 Ltd.

Item 12: Letter to SLA re 321-323 W 51st Street (8/9) -
IPPUDO

Item 13: Letter to SLA re 370 W 51s Street (8/9) — Briciola
Corp.

Item 14: Letter to SLA re 302 W 45th Street (8/9) — Sweet
Hospitality Group

Item 15: Letter to SLA re 302 W 45th Street (8/9) — Sweet

Motions, Amendments, &

Result

Passed with 44
In Favor and 1
PNE

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed



Hospitality Group

Item 16: Letter to SLA re 249 W 17th Street, 6th floor (17) —
Bon Appetit Management Company

Item 17: Letter to SLA re 30 Hudson Yards, 24th Floor — (33) —
Restaurant Associates LLC

Item 18: Letter to SLA re 30 Hudson Yards, 43rd Floor — (33) —
Compass Group USA Inc.

Item 19: Letter to SLA re 1 River Place/650 W 42nd Street —
KOK NYC Flagship LLC

Item 20: Letter to SLA re 654 Ninth Avenue (45/46) — Eat Thai
NYC Inc.

Item 21: Letter to SLA re 618 W 46th Street (11/12) —
BulletProof Productions LLC

Item 22: Letter to SLA re 25 11th Avenue (14/15) — City
Winery NY — Pier 57 LLC

Item 23: Letter to SLA re 104 8th Avenue (15/16) — Peanut
Factory LLC

Item 24: Letter to SLA re 182 8th Avenue (19/20) — New HK 2
LLC

Item 25: Letter to SLA re 353 W 46th Street (8/9) — S&F
Szechuan Inc.

Item 26: Letter to SLA re 560 W 33rd Street a/k/a 35 Hudson
Yards, Retail Unit D1 - WS New York Tavern LLC

Item 27: Letter to SLA re 560 W 33rd Street a/k/a 35 Hudson
Yards, Retail Unit D2 - WS New York Inc.

Item 28: Letter to SLA re 655 W 34th Street (11/12) - Levy
Premium Foodservice LP Restaurant Associates Inc. and NY
Convention Ctr Operating Corp.

Transportation Planning Committee (TRANS)

Item 29: Letter to PANYNJ re Temporary Jersey Barriers over
Bridges Project

Item 30: Letter to DOT & MTA re Bus Enhancements along
14th Street Corridor

Item 31: Letter to DCA re Newsstand Application for N/E/C
42nd Street and 9th Avenue (IFO TD Bank)

Items 29 — 32 were bundled.

Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed with 44
In Favor and 1
PNE

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously



Item 32: Letter to DOT & NYPD regarding Turn Restriction on Passed
West 25th Street and 7th Avenue Unanimously
Item 33: Letter to DOT re West 41st Street and 10th Avenue
Safety Improvements — Withdrawn
Item 34: Letter to DDC re 9th Ave/Gansevoort St. Passed with 44
Reconstruction Project In Favor and 1
PNE
Housing, Health and Human Services Committee (HHHS)
Item 35: Updates to MCB4 Affordable Housing Plan — Tabled
Item 36: Letter to Care for the Homeless and DHS re Re- Friendly amendments Passed
Opening of the Women’s Shelter — 427 West 52nd Street (9/10) accepted. Unanimously
New Business
Item 37: Letter to Mayor Bill DeBlasio re Community Board  Friendly amendments Passed
Budget Increases for Fiscal Year 2020 accepted. Unanimously
Meeting Resolution
Adjournment 8:15 PM Meeting Adjourned
Next Meeting Date and Location 6:30 PM July 24, 2019

Hudson Guild Elliott Center
441 West 26th Street 9/10
Dan Carpenter Room

As recorded by J. Chait and M. Noble
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Full Board Meeting of Manhattan Community Board 4 June 5, 2019
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