CITY OF NEW YORK

Meeting Date July 24, 2019
MANHATTAN COMMUNITY Mt 530V
BOARD No. 4 e Al DM
330 West 42nd Street, 26th floor R —— HUdsonCSrl,thé? Elliott
New York, N'Y 10036 441 West 26th Street 9/10
tel: 212-736-4536 Dan Carpenter Room
fax: 212-947-9512
www.nyc.gov/mch4
BURT LAZARIN
Chair
JESSE R. BODINE
District Manager
July 2019 Full Board Meeting Minutes
PRESENTATIONS / There were none this month.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Public Session
Paul Gronki Speaking on behalf of the West 16th Street Block Association, Mr. Gronki hoped that the

increased signage requested in the Board’s letter to DOT would in fact deter trucks from
turning onto 16th Street off 7th Avenue. As to the letter to DOT regarding experimental
loading spaces in his neighborhood, he noted that the “No Parking” signs used to enable
loading and unloading by FedEx and others were confusing because drivers are not aware
of the fact that the signs are intended for their benefit. He also voiced opposition to the use
of air rights from NYCHA to subsidize private development because Chelsea does not need
any more market-rate housing.

Tyrone Anthony Mr. Anthony, who lives at 300 West 46th Street near 8th Avenue, is opposed to the
application of Wabo Cabo for a liquor license because he believes the establishment will in
fact be a nightclub and not a restaurant. He noted the existing noise issues on his block
would be exacerbated by Wabo Cabo due to loud music, vibrations, and after-hours traffic.

Mary McGee Ms. McGee is a resident of Fulton Houses who believes her Chelsea neighborhood is over-
developed and any further development would not benefit existing residents of Fulton
Houses. She agrees with the position taken by the Board in its letter to NYCHA (Item 43)
but made clear her vehement opposition to the RAD program because it replaces
guaranteed benefits coming from NYCHA under Section 9 with uncertain funding under
Section 8. She wants the Board to delay sending its letter to NYCHA until the residents of
Fulton Houses have had the opportunity to meet with the Board.

Linda Ocasio Ms. Ocasio has been a resident of Fulton Houses for forty years and, she too, is opposed to
the NYCHA proposal. She noted that her development is at risk, even though it is one of
the best-maintained developments in the NYCHA system. She believes that there are
untapped sources of revenue to make repairs, making privatization accompanied by
demolition unnecessary.

Bobby Vangelatos The Deputy Center Manager of the Chelsea Recreation Center announced an upcoming
back-to-school event on Tuesday, September 3rd where children will be given book bags
and school supplies. A forthcoming flyer will provide details.

Lee Shepard Mr. Shepard lives in Manhattan Plaza at 43rd Street and 10th Avenue. He is concerned
about increasing quality-of-life issues from public urination to drug dealing that he has
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witnessed over recent years. He wants to see more police officers patrolling the
neighborhood.

Mr. Nolan lives at 301 West 45th Street in a building that abuts the Cabo Wabo property.
He is concerned about the live and recorded music noise, vibrations and, most importantly,
the crowds forming around the establishment. He characterized Cabo Wabo as a nightclub
that happens to serve food and noted that the location has never housed and establishment
that had a liquor license.

Mr. Blewitt lives at 300 West 46th Street. He endorsed earlier comments made in
opposition to Cabo Wabo but emphasized the safety issues arising from large groups of
people exiting the establishment onto 8th Avenue through a bike lane.

Mr. Rodriquez has lived in Fulton Houses since 1946. He made a case for government
finding the money for public housing by referring to the first public housing being built and
the enactment of the Public Housing Act during the Great Depression.

As the Director of Government and Community Relations at the Fashion Institute of
Technology, Ms. Wager reviewed current news and upcoming events at FIT. She
highlighted the work of two teams of FIT students who participated in the fourth annual
Biodesign Challenge in June. The competition brings together student teams from 34
colleges and universities from around the world who present concepts and research into
biologically inspired fibers and other materials. One team presented their research on a
biodegradable alternative to Spandex, which is not biodegradable and is contained in 80%
of clothing. The other team won the top prize for sustainable fashion for its work on faux
fur made entirely from milkweed fluff, flax, and other natural materials.

Remarks from Elected Officials and Representatives

Assemblymember Mr. Gottfried credited the new Democratic majority for the success of the last legislative

Dick Gottfried

Brian Lewis for
BP Gale Brewer

session. He made the following comments:
e We can expect medical marijuana and health care to be on next year’s agenda.

e He is concerned that the redevelopment plans for Pier 40 might be too restrictive in
allowing what can be developed there. Because Pier 40 relies on revenue-producing
developments, this has the potential to limit funding.

e He wants nothing to go forward at Fulton Houses until a working group is
established — one that includes representatives of residents and the community.

Mr. Lewis gave updates and made the following announcements:

e Everyone is invited to apply for community board placements. The Borough
President’s office is particularly sensitive to the need to have representation from
public housing.

e The Borough President remains opposed to the demolition of public housing and the
Fulton House Working Group is calling for all possible options to remain on the
table.

e The BP’s’ office attended a rally for tenants at 336 West 17th Street for tenants
facing neglect and is lending its support to the residents of 219 West 24th Street
which is up for demolition as a result of neglect.

Held public hearings on the issue of zoning loopholes

Leading a Complete Count Committee for the 2020 census

Supporting a bill to require landlords to register vacant storefronts
BP’s office issued $29M of capital funds to fill holes in the city budget



e Upcoming events include:
o Fresh Food for Seniors program — see flyer
o Dominican Day Parade Kick-Off Event on August 1; parade August 11
o Know Your Rights Forum on August 5

e African American Day Parade September 15

State Senator Senator Jackson introduced Chris Nickell, his Deputy Chief of Staff. He went on to
Robert Jackson announce his intention to visit all the neighborhoods in his district through a program he
calls “Senator on your Corner.” He and his staff are preparing for the 2020 Census.

The Senator believes that the Senate accomplished a great deal in the last session, but more
needs to be done in the areas of health care for all New Yorkers, and Electoral Fusion.

Board Reports & Business

Adoption of Agenda and The Agenda, as amended to include Item 48, and the June minutes were
Minutes unanimously approved.

Highlights of events the District Manager or Staff attended on behalf of the board
District Manager Report and upcoming events:

Meetings\Events attended by CB4 staff on behalf of the board:

o District Manager hosted neighborhood support team kick-off meeting
for a construction task force for the West 34™ and 35™ Street residents

o District Manager organized a meeting with West 42 Street merchant
and Midtown South Precinct and Port Authority Police regarding an
increase in reported narcotic use/sales

o District Manager attended Manhattan Borough Presidents Complete
Count Committee

o District Manager organized a meeting with Metro Baptist Church and
10™ Precinct about quality of life issues on West 40" Street.

o District Office along with Speakers office and city agencies is
monitoring the vacate order that occurred at 219/221/223 West 24"
Street

e District Office organized site visit with store owners along 9" Avenue
re impact of DDC Water Tunnel Project

e The Monday, July 29" Habitat for Humanity Support Program Event
for HDFCs has been postponed.

Committee Updates and Board Reminders:
e The only committee that will be meeting in August will be BLP on
Tuesday, August 13th at Fountain House, 425 West 47th Street, Lower
Level
e The next Full Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, September
4th at Mount Sinai West, 1000 Tenth Avenue, 2nd Floor Conference
Room B

The Chair reported that:
Board Chair Report e The Shed Open Space Committee met and is discussing how to
ensure maximum accessibility to the “open” space.
e CB4 co-hosted a small business roundtable in Hell’s Kitchen.
e Census 2020 is coming up in April 2020. Participation is imperative
and you’ll continue to hear updates about this.
e Google is hosting “Grow with Google,” an employment event on



August 15.

e CB4is continuing to work with the Women’s Center on 20th Street
and 11th Avenue to ensure the remodeling remains consistent with
both its historical use and aesthetic.

e Morgan Post Office is proposing a modification of its current space.

e CB4 is looking collectively at three disparate sites for affordable,
supportive housing.

e CB4 is working with the Port Authority Bus Terminal and will
offer a statement on their proposal in September.

Motions, Amendments, &

Action Items Comments Result
Chelsea Land Use Committee (CLU)

Item 1: Letter to LPC re Certificate of Appropriateness for 695 Passed
6th Avenue Rooftop Addition and Storefront Master Plan Unanimously

Item 2: Letter to LPC re Certificate of Appropriateness for 456 Passed
West 23 Street for Window Replacement Unanimously

Business License and Permits Committee (BLP)
::tem 3: I_Leiter to DCA re 104 8th Avenue (15/16) — Peanut ltems 3 27 were bundled, Pa_ssed |

actory LLC except Items 4 and 24 Unanimously

Item 4: Letter to SLA re 725 8" Avenue (45/46) — Cabo Wabo Passed
Unanimously

Item 5: Letter to SLA re 287 10" Avenue (26/27) — 287 Venue Passed
Holdings LLC Unanimously

Item 6: Letter to SLA re 170 W 23" Street (6/7) — East One Passed
West 23" Street LLC Unanimously

ltem 7: Letter to SLA re 314 W 53" Street (8/9) — PLG Passed
Hospitality LLC Unanimously

Item 8: Letter to SLA re 354 W 45" Street (8/9) — New York Passed
City Tango LLC Unanimously

Item 9: Letter to SLA re 712 9" Avenue (48/49) — Thaichella Passed

LLC

Item 10: Letter to SLA re 75 9" Avenue (15/16) — ATH NY CM
LLC

Item 11: Letter to SLA re 445 W 35" Street (9/10) — Kyma
Hudson LLC

Item 12: Letter to SLA re 637 W 50" Street (11/12) — Entity to
be formed by Cipriani USA Inc

Unanimously

Passed with 34
in Favor and 1
P.N.E.

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously



Item 13: Letter to SLA re 180 9™ Avenue (21/22) — Qanoon
Corp.
Item 14: Letter to SLA re 44 9" Avenue (14) — Resca Inc.

Item 15: Letter to SLA re 227 10" Avenue (23/24) — Mermaid
Bistro LLC

Item 16: Letter to SLA re 302 W 51* Street (8/9) — TBB Tavern
Corp.

ltem 17: Letter to SLA re 302 W 51 Street (8/9) — TBB Tavern
Corp.

Item 18: Letter to SLA re 653 11" Avenue (47/48) — Ink 48
Hotel

Item 19: Letter to SLA re 263 W 19" Street (7/8) — Top Shelf
Partners Corp.

Item 20: Letter to SLA re 613 8" Avenue (40) — Beer Authority

Item 21: Letter to SLA re 625 8" Avenue (40/41) - Frames

Item 22: Letter to SLA re 625 8" Avenue (40/41) — PABT No.
413 — Annie Moore’s

Item 23: Letter to SLA re 200 8" Avenue (20/21) — Ruam Mitr
Corp.

Item 24: Letter to SLA re 643-645 9™ Avenue (44/45) —
Ainsworth Burger & Pizza

Item 25: Letter to SLA re 75 9™ Avenue, Suite 01A55 (15/16) —
NG Chelsea LLC

Item 26: Letter to SLA re 202 8" Avenue (20/21) — 8" Avenue
Restaurant Corp

Item 27: Letter to SLA re 402 W 44" Street (9/10) —
MAGROPROM 1 Inc.

Waterfront, Parks & Environment Committee (WPE)

Item 28: Letter to EDC re Ferry Expansion Project

Item 29: Letter to Parks re Design for DEP Site — 705 10th Ave
(48/49)

Friendly amendment
accepted.

Friendly amendment
accepted.

Transportation Planning Committee (TRANS)

Item 30: Letter to City Council re Five Year Transportation
Master Plan

Item 31: Letter to DOT re 8th Avenue Improvements

Friendly amendment
accepted.

Friendly amendment
accepted.

Passed
Unanimously
Passed with 34
in Favor and 1
P.N.E.
Passed
Unanimously
Passed
Unanimously
Passed
Unanimously
Passed
Unanimously
Passed
Unanimously
Passed
Unanimously
Passed
Unanimously
Passed
Unanimously
Passed
Unanimously
Voted 15 in
Favor and 20
Opposed
Passed with 34
in Favor and 1
P.N.E.
Passed
Unanimously
Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously



Item 32: Letter to DOT re 42nd Street Transit Improvements

Item 33: Letter to DOT re 450 W. 33rd Street Revocable
Consent Application for Planters and Benches

Item 34: Letter to DOT re Bus Layover on 39th Street

Item 35: Letter to DOT re Hampton Jitney Bus Stop on 10th
Avenue (30/31)

Item 36: Letter to DOT re Truck Signage at 16th Street and 7th
Avenue

Item 37: Letter to DOT & DCA re Newsstand Application for
N/E/C 10th Avenue and 34th Street

Item 38: Letter to DOT re Experimental Loading Zones in
Chelsea

Item 39: Letter to NYPD & PANYNJ re Enforcement for
Lincoln Tunnel Gridlock

Arts, Culture, Education and Street Life Committee (ACES)
Item 40: Letter to ChekPeds re Trash Off the Sidewalk Space
(TOSS) proposal to DSNY RFEI

Housing, Health and Human Services Committee (HHHS)

Item 41: Updatesto-MCB4-Affordable Housing-Plan — Tabled

Item 42 Letter to HPD re 606 W 30" Street - Affordable
Housing Application

Friendly amendment
accepted.

Items 32 -37 were bundled.

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed with 17
in Favor, 13
Opposed, 4
P.N.E.and 1
Abstention

Passed
Unanimously

Joint Housing, Health and Human Services Committee (HHHS) & Chelsea Land Use Committee (CLU)

Item 43: Letter to NYCHA re CD4 NYCHA Developments

Funding Alternatives As amended.

Executive Committee (EXEC)
Item 44: Letter to Electeds re Pier 40 — Ratification

Item 45: Letter to SAPO re Hudson Guild Housing Fest Block
Party - June 29, 2019 — Ratification

Item 46: Letter to SAPO re Healthy Hudson Guild Field Day
Event — July 17, 2019 — Ratification

Passed
Unanimously

Passed with 34
in Favor and 1
P.N.E.

Passed
Unanimously

Passed



Unanimously

Item 47: Letter to DOT re Revocable Consent for 441 Ninth Passed
Avenue Unanimously

New Business

Item 48: Letter to SHPO re Morgan Post Office Redesign Passed
Proposal Unanimously
Item 49: Motion to Amend the BLP Letter re Ainsworth Burger Passed
& Pizza (Item 24) to Require Applicant to Return to BLP Unanimously

Committee after Conducting Further Outreach

Meeting Resolution

Adjournment 9:25 PM Meeting Adjourned
Next Meeting Date and Location 6:30 PM September 4, 2019
Mount Sinai West
1000 Tenth Avenue

2nd Floor Conference Room B

As recorded by J. Chait
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No vote ATTENDANCE

Present, not eligible

=Absent
Excused

=Yes
=No
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PNE

A

KEY
=Present

P
Ab
E=

VOTING KEY

Y:
N
A

P/Y
Ab /N

E/A
PNE

Christine Berthet
Gwen Billig

Leslie Boghosian-Murphy

Yoni Boksor
Viren Brahmbhatt

Patricia Carnevale
Jessica Chait

T. Elzora Cleveland

Lee Compton
Dale Corvino
Judith Dahill

Maarten de Kadt
Paul Devlin

Pete Diaz
Tina DeFeliciantonio

Jeffrey Ellis-Lee

Brett Firfer
Wendy Gonzalez

David Holowka

Frank Holozubiec
Inge Ivchenko
Lowell Kern

Blake Kurisu

Burt Lazarin

Christopher LeBron

Jeffrey LeFrancois
Bruce MacAffer

Betty Mackintosh
Morgan McLean

Sarah Mills

Michael Noble
J.D. Noland

Maria Ortiz
Allen Oster

Brad Pascarella

Rhonda Patillo
Joe Restuccia

Sabrina Reveron
Delores Rubin
Brian Sokal

David Solnick
Kit Tollerson

Martin Treat

Rob Walker
James Wallace

David Warren

Leslie Williams

Sandra Williams
Colin Wright

Full Board Meeting of Manhattan Community Board 4 July 24, 2019
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