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February 19, 2020 
 
Vincent G. Bradley 
Chairman 
New York State Liquor Authority 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 
Albany, New York 12210  
 
Re: Taste With Style LLC, Inc. d/b/a Intermezzo Italian Restaurant & Pizzeria 
 623 Ninth Avenue, NY, NY (44/45 Streets) 
   
Dear Chairman Bradley: 

 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of the application for an OP 
license for Taste With Style, LLC Inc. d/b/a Intermezzo Italian Restaurant & Pizzeria, 
623 9th Ave, NY, NY (44/45).1  MCB4 has been unable to confirm that this applicant has 
no connection with Besim Kukaj – who held an OP license for this establishment/location 
until recently, when that license was summarily suspended by the Liquor Authority.  At 
that time, the Liquor Authority suspended four of Mr. Kukaj’s licenses, including three in 
this district.  With interesting timing, supposedly new operators for all three of those 
establishments presented their applications to the Business Licenses and Permits (BLP) 
Committee of MCB4 at the same January 14, 2020 meeting.  MCB4 is concerned about 
the possibility of Mr. Kukaj’s involvement with the supposedly new establishment and 
the new OP license.  If the Liquor Authority concludes that the current applicant has no 
connection to Mr. Kukaj, then MCB4 recommends denial unless the attached stipulations, 
proposed by the applicant, are made terms of the license. 
 
History at 623 Ninth Avenue  
 
623 9th Avenue was formerly licensed (License No. 1299684) as Cara Mia and licensed 
under BKUK 10 Corp, one of Mr. Kukaj’s multiple licenses.  At certain points, the 
establishment was named Intermezzo.  Mr. Kukaj also operated an Intermezzo at 202 8th 
Avenue under a different BKUK Corp.  
 

 
1  MCB4’s recommendation is based on a vote taken at its February 5, 2020 full board meeting, with 
__39__ members voting in favor of the recommendation, _0___ members opposed,  _0___ members 
abstaining and _0___ present but not eligible. 
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The Current Application 
 
At the January 14, 2020 meeting of the BLP Committee, Melsa Skrapalliu presented her 
application for an OP license at 623 9th Avenue.  Ms. Skrapalliu informed the committee 
that she intends to continue operating Intermezzo as it has been operating, with the same 
name, décor, and staff.  She has helped manage restaurants before but has never owned or 
operated one herself.   
 
MCB4’s Recommendation re 623 9th Avenue 
 
Given Besim Kukaj’s history in this district and with the Liquor Authority, MCB4 is 
concerned about Mr. Kukaj obtaining any new licenses or having any involvement with 
the sale of alcoholic beverages in this district.  Although MCB4 has been unable to 
uncover any concrete connection between the current applicant Melsa Skrapalliu and Mr. 
Kukaj, there are several red flags.  Mr. Kukaj operated and previously held the OP license 
at the current Cara Mia/Intermezzo at 623 9th Avenue and the Intermezzo at 202 8th 

Avenue.  Ms. Skrapalliu stated that she intends to continue Intermezzo as it has been 
operating.  There is nothing in Ms. Skrapalliu’s background or application to indicate that 
she, standing alone, would be a knowledgeable and effective owner of a restaurant.  
 
In addition, this establishment is in an area with a high concentration of liquor licenses -- 
27 (twenty-seven) OP liquor licenses within 500 feet of this address (per the SLA LAMP 
report) -- and granting another license under these circumstances would not be in the 
public interest.   
 
Accordingly, MCB4 requests that the Liquor Authority investigate whether the applicant 
Ms. Skrapalliu has any connection to Mr. Kukaj and whether Mr. Kukaj will be involved 
in any way in the ownership or operation of the planned establishment.  If no such 
connections are found, MCB4 would recommend denial unless the attached stipulations, 
submitted by Ms. Skrapalliu, are made terms of the license at 623 9th Avenue. 
 
Based on the information currently available to it and for the reasons stated above, 
however, MCB4 requests that the present application be denied. 
 
Thank you for your attention and cooperation with this application. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Lowell D. Kern 
Chair 
 

Yoni Bokser 
Co-Chair 
Business Licenses & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business Licenses & Permits 
Committee  

        



Manhattan Community Board 4 Liquor License/Sidewalk Cafe Stipulations 
A I' All r· Id M B C d) ppI1calton < 'IC s ust C omp CIC 

CORPORATION NAME OOLNG BUSINESS All (DOA) 

TASTE WITH STYLE LLC, INC. INTERMEZZO ITALIAN RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA 

STRKET ADDRF.S..'I CROSS STRUTS ZIPCOPF. 

623 NINTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 44TH TO 45TH STREETS 10036 

MELSA SKRAPALUU CLAUDIO FERNANDEZ 
OWNER NAMF., NAME, 

347-675-3056 ATI'ORNEY/ 646-294-6125
(Aaach a lw of aD PHONE: REPRESENT AIVE PHONE: 
ti,, p,op/1 that will 

RJMEMPIRE@GMAIL.COM HWYLT@AOL.COM �, llU0'1dllrMi,t,d 
.. ,th,,., /i<-,n.w) EMAIL: EMAIL: 

BEDRI KLANI CHRISTINA TGAM 
NAME, NAME: 

MANAGER 917-972-2657 LANDLORD 516-567-7171
PHONE: PHONE: 

EMAIL: EMAIL: 

APPLICATION TYPE L_ Liquor License  Unenclrned Sidewalk Cafe) 

Has applicant owned or managed a similar business? NO 
Yl'.S I Go) 

1/Vnat is/was the name and address of establishment? 

f (0� 
New 

1/vtiat were the dales applicant was involved with this former premise? 

Q Corp 

What is the license # and expiration date? 

Is applicant making any alterations or operational 

I 0o) I Chon�c/Cln• 
chanoes? NO 

YE..'I 

Change/Rcmuval 
If alterations or operational changes are being made, please describe/list all changes, 

1/Vnat is the current license # and expiration date? 

0 
Please list/describe the nature of all the changes and attach the plans. 

Allerolion 

MEfflOD OF OPERATION 
�· 

I 0 � Llquor,Wine/Beer & Cider 0 0 
TYPE OF ALCOHOL Beer & Cider Wne/Beer & Cider 

(0 Restaurant 0 Cabaret 0 Night Club 0 Hotel 0 Bar/Tavorn 0 

ESTABLISHMENT TYPE 0 0 0 0 Establishment Adult Entertainment \/\line Bar Dance Club 

Q Club (Fraternal Oraanization - Members Onl 1) 

Catering 

Sports Bar 

Has applicant/owner filed with the SLA? If yes, when? If no, 

€) 
WILL FILE DECEMBER 26TH, 2019

when do you plan to file? NO YF.S 

ls the 500 Foot Rule applicable? If yes, please attach a 

ediagram of the On-Premise liquor license establishments NO 

within a 500 ft radius of your establishment and the Public 
Interest Statement. YES 
Is the 200 Foot Rule applicable? If yes, please attach a 
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diagram of the schools and houses of worship that trigge 

the rule. NO 

Has applicanVowner(s) read MCB4 Policy Regardln 
Concentration and Location of Alcoholio-Setv1n 
Establishments? YES 

-
OPERATIONAL DETAILS (•t1o11n1 time wW be when elbbDshmmt la vacatm or Ill p■tnm) 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNE.'iDAY TIIURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

Operation llAM- 11AM-12AM llAM- llAM- llAM- 11AM-3AM llAM-llPM 

HOURS• 12AM 12AM 12AM 3AM 

(Indoor llAM- llAM-llPM llAM- llAM- llAM- llAM- llAM-llPM 
OnlJ) Kitchen 

11PM 11PM 11PM lZAM 12AM 

12PM- 12PM-10PM 12PM- 12PM- 12PM- 12PM- 12PM-10PM 
Mlllllc 

10PM 12AM 12AM 10PM 10PM 
lf you pl•n lo hove mu.sic, wlut 1ypc(s)'? 
(Circle all lhal apply) / DACKGROU1'1> -) L!VEMUSIC DJ ( J\JTJ.ROX-D KARAOKE 

-�,-7.i{J 
� ' 

� -- OCCUPANCY 

C-apa<lly MulD,um#ol 
P•n01UYou 

Na1111Mr Numbf-r Nu111b<r or S.rvl« Number of Namb.r of S.ab 

(C•r1illcale Anlldpato 
ofTablH ofS..all Only Ran SIHd-Up Jun al Sland-U p Bar Om,pylq 

of Pnmlsn ([■duding 
O«uponcy) Employ ... ) 

75 75 30 65 0 I 
INSIDE 

OUTSIDE 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

(Other than 

sidewalk cafe J 

SIDEWALK  
CAFE 

   

How many floors are there? W,at is the capacity for each floor? 1 BASEMENT LEVEL IS FOR STORAGE AND FOOD 
PLUS A BASEMENT AND THE OCCUPANCY REMAINS AT 74. PREP ONLY. 

How frequently will the owner(s) be at the establishment? 
FREQUENTLY MORE THAN 70% OF THE TIME. 

WII there be dancing? NO 
Yf.S 
--

WII applicant have bottle or table service for beverage alcohol? YES � NO 

_,,-.... 

Will you be hosting private; promotional or corporate events? NO YES � 

WII outside promoters be used on a regular basis? If yes please YES 

describe. NO -----

WII you have a security plan? If, yes please attach. NO YES � 
WII security plan be implemented? NO 

Q\'.ES 

Will State certified security personnel be used? NIA YFS NO 

NOT APPLICABLE 

Will New York Night1ife Association and NYPD Best Practices be 
NOT APPLICABLE 

followed? YES NO 

WII applicant be using delivery bicycles? If yes, how many? NO 

@ YES 

WII delivery bicycles be clearly marked with the name of the restaurant 
NOT APPLICABLE 

and will staff wear attire clearly noting name as described by NYC \'ES NO 
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- The 9th Avenue and W 44th Street sidewalks wil be completely clear of obstructions, including 
but not limited to storm enclosure up to 18 inches , a fram signs and seating

- The applicant will supply a floorplan, menu and business plan by 1/16/2020
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