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June 22, 2009
State Senator Tom Duane

Assembly Member Richard Gottfried

Albany, NY 12221  

Re: 
Parental Engagement in Public Education 

Dear :

Manhattan Community Board 4 supports Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer’s proposal to reform and empower Community Education Councils after the model of the City’s Community Boards.  This proposal would give the City’s five Borough Presidents responsibility for training and supporting these Councils.   It would create a Uniform Parental Engagement Procedure (UPEP) in State law with specific timelines for hearings, input into educational policy decisions and District-level decisions such as the opening, closing and relocation of schools.

The Board acknowledges that the 2003 legislation which created Community Education Councils  has not been successful in increasing parental input and engagement.  The Board appreciates that the formal procedures in law, specifically the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), is being used as the model for providing input into City decisions which would be applicable to UPEP.

We support legislation to enact the proposal sponsored by State Senator Daniel Squadron and Assembly Member Jeffrey Dinowitz (S.3912/A.XXXX), and urge the State Legislature to reform parental engagement and empower Community Education Councils in any law that renews New York City’s school governance structure.

Sincerely,

	Jean-Daniel Noland

Chair Manhattan Community 

Board 4
	Millie Glaberman 

Co-Chair

Quality of Life Committee
	Howard Smith

Co-Chair

Quality of Life Committee


cc:
City Council Speaker Christine Quinn 

Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer
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JEAN-DANIEL NOLAND


Chair





ROBERT J. BENFATTO, JR., ESQ.


District Manager





CITY OF NEW YORK





MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD FOUR





330 West 42nd Street, 26th floor   New York, NY   10036


tel: 212-736-4536   fax: 212-947-9512�www.ManhattanCB4.org












