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NEW BUSINESS         Item # 8 1 
 2 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 3 

 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) is made as of the 26th day of 8 
August 2014, by Meatpacking Area BID Formation Steering Committee Chairman Paul 9 
Pariser, on behalf of the full Steering Committee (hereinafter collectively referred to as the 10 
“Steering Committee”), and New York City Council Member Corey Johnson, Democratic 11 
representative of Council District 3 in Manhattan (hereinafter referred to as the “Council 12 
Member”) and Manhattan Community Board 2 and Manhattan Community Board 4. 13 

 14 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Local Law 82 of 1990, authorized by section 980 of the New 15 

York General Municipal Law, codified in Chapter 4 of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of 16 
the city of New York, the City Council assumed responsibility for adopting the legislation that 17 
would establish individual business improvement districts, which are specifically defined areas 18 
of designated properties; and 19 

 20 
WHEREAS, Business Improvement Districts use the City's real property tax collection 21 

mechanism to  collect a  special assessment on  commercial property to  pay for  additional 22 
services beyond those that the City provides; and 23 

 24 
WHEREAS, Business Improvement Districts collect contributions through fundraising 25 

mechanisms for expenditures on services beyond those that the City provides and on capital 26 
projects as determined at the discretion of the BID; and 27 

 28 
WHEREAS, The additional services, which are in the areas of public safety, sanitation, 29 

landscaping and beautification services, and related economic development and business 30 
support services, are intended to maintain a clean, safe and beautiful neighborhood and to 31 
support local businesses; and 32 

 33 
WHEREAS, The BID may enter into contract with the City Department of Transportation 34 

for the care, maintenance, and management of the Ninth Avenue public plazas and Chelsea 35 
Triangle; 36 

 37 
WHEREAS, it is recognized that transportation, noise and traffic issues significantly impact 38 

the area within the BID boundaries and these issues flow into neighboring areas impacting 39 
the residential blocks adjacent to the BID’s boundaries; 40 

 41 
WHEREAS, While it is the intent of the of Meatpacking Area BID to directly improve 42 

conditions  within  the  commercial  core  of  the  BID  boundaries,  the  BID  contends  that 43 
addressing these issues will mitigate impacts on affected residential neighborhoods; and 44 

 45 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE STEERING COMMITTEE AND THE COUNCIL MEMBER 46 
HEREBY AGREE AND CONSENT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS, PRIOR TO 47 
INITIATING THE PROCESS ESTABLISHED BY LOCAL LAW 82 OF 1990 TO 48 
ESTABLISH THE MEATPACKING AREA BID: 49 
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1.   Designate  the  geographic  areas  adjacent  to  the  BID’s  southern  and  northern 
boundaries as the  “Impact Area(s),” defined in two portions; firstly by Horatio Street 
to the north, 12th Street to the south, West Street to the west, and 8th  Avenue to the 
east; and secondly by 18th  Street to the north, 17th  Street to the south, West Street to 
the west, and 8th Avenue to the east. 

 
2.   Establish an Impact Area(s) Advisory Committee, which will consist of residential 

representatives of the Impact Area(s) as defined by the enclosed Impact Area Map. 
 

3.   The BID Executive Director and the Impact Area(s) Advisory Committee will meet 
on a quarterly basis. 

 
4.  The Impact Area(s) Advisory Committee will elect two representatives from the 

Committee who will be appointed to the BID Board of Directors in a non-voting 
capacity and will be entitled to participation on BID Subcommittees pertaining to the 
Impact Area(s) (such as traffic mitigation, public safety, and sanitation). 

 
5.   Establishment of an official committee structure to be specified by the BID by-laws, 

and intended to include committee(s) focusing on key quality of life issues by the 
Board of Directors and the Impact Area(s) Advisory Committee. The elected Impact 
Area(s) board members will serve on the committee(s) intended to address these 
quality of life issues. 

 
6.   The BID will explore opportunities to raise and spend capital dollars in an effort to 

enhance the physical environment of the district. 
 

7.   Transition of the City Department of Transportation contract(s) for management of 
the public plazas, currently held by the existing organization(s), the Meatpacking 
Improvement Association, Inc. and the Chelsea Improvement Company, Inc. to the 
BID upon expiration of the current contract(s).   In the event the city changes 
regulations and commercial events are no longer being held in the plazas, the BIDs 
will concede that the contract with the City to manage the space would no longer 
include management of commercial events. 

 
8.   This agreement shall take effect upon its execution by the Steering Committee, the 

Council Member, and upon the adoption of Int. 598, A Local Law to amend the 
administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the establishment of the 
Meatpacking Area BID by the City Council. 

 
9.  This agreement shall continue until such a time as the Meatpacking Area BID is 

dissolved, or ceases operations, or as required by amendment of the bylaws. 
 

10. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this agreement shall be adjudged 
by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, 
impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the 
clause,  sentence,  paragraph,  section  or  part  thereof  directly  involved  in  the 
controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered. 
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Signature Page 
 

August 26, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________  __________________________________ 
Steering Committee Chairman   District 3 Council Member 
Paul Pariser  Corey Johnson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________  __________________________________ 
Community Board 2 Chair   Community Board 4 Chair 
David Gruber  Christine Berthet 



Meatpacking Area BID Formation Steering Committee |  4 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 
Steering Committee Member 
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Impact Area Map 
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