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CHEF JOHN KELLER 

 
Chef, John Keller, is a traditional chef working with contemporary influences. His 

versatility is evident in the multiple talents he brings to the field as chef, culinary 

consultant and media personality.  John discovered his culinary identity at the 

age of 14 working as a busboy at a dinner theatre in his hometown 

of Baltimore, Maryland.  At 18 years old, John traveled across country 

to Utah where he was introduced to gourmet cooking at The Aerie, a local 

award winning restaurant.  Here, John’s culinary techniques were mentored and 

his taste for progressive cuisine was born.  His penchant for good food and 

cooking steered him to New York City where he was classically trained at 

the New York Restaurant School.  To pay for tuition, John worked at various 

restaurants including the internationally acclaimed Nobu. Soon 

after, John worked at the renowned Le Bernardin where he developed his 

philosophy of “simple and timeless recipes that showcase great ingredients” that 

influences his cooking today.  

  

In 2006, John Keller took the helm as Executive Chef at Bruno Jamais Restaurant 

Club, a chic French restaurant in Manhattan’s Upper East Side.  John invented 

simple but artistic dishes with a focus on a passion for flavor and a reverence for 

comfort food. 

 

John continued to create his unique amalgam of innovative food at Co-Op 

Food & Drink and Viktor & Spoils at The Hotel on Rivington in the Lower East Side 

of Manhattan.  Presiding over the L.E.S.’s new hot spots with Chef de Cuisine 

George Nikolopoulos from Le Bernardin, Co-Op Food & Drink was ranked as one 

of the top 5 hot spots in NYC by open table during Keller’s tenure. 

 

Currently, John has teamed up with Chef Blair Hanelt and Pastry Chef Mame 

Sow and created the LES’s premiere comfort food destination called Dinner on 

Ludlow. Focusing on simple American comfort classics using top notch 

ingredients infusing local providers from the Essex Street Market. Also planned for 

December 2012 John is turning his focus to being a first time restaurateur opening 

“Apartment 13” at 115 Ave. C, a late night dining spot with focus on 

neighborhood locals and art provided by NYC local artists. Staying true to what 

he believes made the East Village what it is today, Apartment 13 will feature art 

from local artists, a raw bar downstairs and a glass enclosed terrace with a wood 

burning fireplace on the second floor.  

  

Whether as a busboy, line cook, rounds man or executive chef, food has 

undoubtedly played an important role in John’s life.  At 35 years 

old, John Keller works tirelessly to challenge the way people view and taste food 

– making it bold, unique and always fun. 

  

John Keller has been featured in the New York Times, New York 

Magazine, Trump Magazine, Nightclub & Bar Magazine, New York 

Resident Magazine, WHERE New York, Front Desk New York, and others. 
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Paul M. Seres-Managing Partner 

  
After graduation from NYU in 1990, Paul Seres formed his own production 

company making Off-Broadway plays and independent films. By 1992 he had 

begun producing and co-producing music videos for acts including Run DMC, 

PM Dawn, Mariah Cary, Mary J. Blige, and Sting.  

 

He continued to work in the short format by directing and producing 

commercials and on-air promotional spots for clients such as A&E Television 

Networks, Comedy Central, Paramount Pictures, Columbia Pictures, LifeBeat, 

GenArts Festival, Discovery Communications, Gap, Jussara Lee, Shiseido 

Cosmetics, and others. 

 

In 1997 Paul began his television development career, developing programming 

for such networks as MTV, VH1, Showtime Networks, Bravo, ABC, and Trio. 

 

While establishing himself as a producer and director, Paul began working in the 

nightlife industry as both a promoter and a manager of several popular spots.  As 

managing partner of Aces & Eights, Seres quickly helped the establishment grow 

into one of the most popular bars in New York, becoming Anheuser Busch’s 

largest account, surpassing Madison Square Garden in volume of goods sold.  

Other bars and nightclubs Paul had managerial involvement with were Coffee 

Shop Bar, Jekyll and Hyde, Mars, Red Zone, Rock Ridge Saloon, Micro Bar, Caddy 

Shack, and Delta House. 

 

Paul also produced events for corporate clients including L’Oreal, Maybelline, 

Movado, VisibleWorld, Polaroid, Hasbro, various fashion designers, and Coca-

Cola.  In 1999, Paul joined Big Fat, a New York based marketing and event 

agency where he became their in-house event producer and creative director.  

While at Big Fat, Paul produced national tours and events for clients such as 

PepsiCo, Lucky Strike, Kool, Seagrams, The History Channel, Stouffers’, and 

Nintendo.  In 2001, Paul produced the national roll-out tour for Nintendo’s 

GameCube, a 12-city tour that created 5000 sq. ft. nightclubs out of raw retail 

spaces in each of the cities.  The tour won both a Gold Reggie and a Bronze 

Reggie for the gaming manufacturer. 

 

In 2002 Paul formed Alba Creative, a boutique branding agency specializing in 

helping clients receive maximum return on their investment from their target 

audience.  He successfully launched campaigns for IDT, Coldwell Banker, 

Netomat among others.  In addition to being Chief Strategy Officer, Paul helped 

create and directed all on-air television and radio spots for their client roster. 

 

In July of 2005 Paul became the Managing Member of Ruby Falls Partners, LLC, a 

holding company that operated Sol Nightclub, a lounge in Chelsea’s trendy 

warehouse district.  Opened in 2005, Sol has become the destination for upscale 

urban parties & entertainment, with notables from the Black Eyed Peas, The 

Pussycat Dolls, Busta Rhymes, Maya, Cee-lo of Gnarls Barkley, Erykah Badu, 
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Serena Williams, Fabolous, Cassie, Tracy Morgan, Jay McCarroll, JC Chasez, 

Lydia Hearst, to the New York Giants, Jets, and Knicks all being seen at this 29th 

street destination in recent months.  Sol has been featured in US Weekly, Page Six 

and the NY Daily News for its hot parties, impressive space and their in-the-know 

celebrity guests.  Its balance of intimacy and expansive glamour lends itself to 

both corporate clientele and nightlife party seekers.  

 

In 2008 Paul formed Helios Hospitality Group, LLC, a hospitality development 

holding company that is currently developing an enclosed rooftop 

restaurant/lounge/event space in the Fashion District.  In 2012, Paul became a 

partner and owner at The DL, a Lower East Side restaurant lounge that boasts the 

largest rooftop space in the area and is responsible for its day to day operations 

and community affairs.   

 

In January of 2009, Paul helped create the Nightlife Preservation Community, a 

mobilization of the thousands of employees, patrons, and ancillary businesses 

that are all affected by the vibrant night-time economy that helps make New 

York City the city that never sleeps.  Paul is also a member of Manhattan’s 

Community Board 4 where he is on the Executive Committee, Co-Chair of the 

Business, Licensing and Permitting Committee, the Parks and Waterfront 

Committee, and is on the Executive Board. 

 

In 2012, Paul helped formed and became a founding trustee of the New York 

City Hospitality Alliance, a New York City based trade association and lobbying 

organization that represents the bars, cafes, lounges, nightclubs and destination 

hotels that make up the hospitality economic engine for the city.   

 

Paul holds a Bachelor Fine Arts in theatre and a minor in film production from 

New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts and a Bachelor Fine Arts in Music 

Composition with a minor in physics from New York University’s School of Arts and 

Sciences. 
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