Land Use, Zoning, Public & Private Housing Committee

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 - 6:30pm

Community Board 3 Office
59 East 4th Street (btwn 2nd Ave & Bowery)
Other Members:
Public Officials/Reps:  
Councilwoman Rosie Mendez, 
Zach Bommer for Speaker Silver, 
Jennifer Hong for Manhattan Borough President Stringer , 
Arthur Huh, Department of City Planning
Also attending: Susan Stetzer, District Manager. 
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1. Preliminary  request for support for disposition of city-owned land at 710 E 9th Street

DISCUSSION:

Councilwoman Mendez spoke in support of the supportive housing and community center to be developed by Loisaida, Inc., Phipps Houses, and University Settlement.

Mary Spink raised an issue relating to the process being followed in this matter. Policy and process issues will be placed on the agenda for December.

MOTION:  At its November monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

Resolved:

The Land Use, Zoning, Public & Private Housing Committee of Manhattan CB3 supports the following plan for 710 East 9th Street: 

Loisaida, Inc., Phipps Houses, and University Settlement will develop the site to provide forty to fifty units of permanent supportive housing for homeless young adults and young adults aging out of the foster care system or otherwise at risk of homelessness, including housing for young adults with children.  The housing will be located in the upper portion of the building.  A Community Center will be located on the ground floor and basement levels (approximately 10,000 square feet) of the building. The three partners envision this effort as a unified community project.

It is the intention of the above parties that this building be retained for community uses in perpetuity.

Phipps Houses Services Inc. (an affiliate of Phipps Houses) will be the property manager of the entire building. University Settlement / The Door will be responsible for the provision of services for the residents of the building in spaces located in the residential portion of the building, or at other sites. 

Loisaida will be the Lessee and operator of the community center portion of the facility.  The limited partnership would offer Loisaida a lease of at least 30 years for its own offices and the community center, and the rent shall be equal to the pro-rated operating costs by square foot.  

Phipps Houses shall deliver the community center space as a shell, and Loisaida, along with its partners and other supporters and sources, shall work together to secure the capital funds necessary to complete the entire project, including the build-out of the community center space.

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   11 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   1 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [ ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

2. Report from Chinatown working group

DISCUSSION:

Gigi Li reported that the Chinatown Working Group (CWG) will hold a full meeting December 7, 4-6 pm at the American Legion Post 1291, 191-193 Canal Street, 2nd Floor. A town meeting is being planned.
MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

3. Request for support for Houston Dee development of city-owned land at 302 E 2nd St, 80/20 residential with Inclusionary Housing units and ground floor commercial
DISCUSSION:

This was an update on a project supported by the Board in 2005. Houston Dee Realty LLC is a single-purpose entity formed to acquire, develop and own the project to be built at the corner of Houston (East 2nd) and Avenue D. Houston Dee Realty owns 6 lots and air rights. They seek to acquire one lot from HPD. The site is currently vacant, except for a one-story building. The project will be built as of right under the new LES rezoning. The project consists of:
161 residential units, of which 127 will be market rate and 34 will be low-income, rent regulated under Inclusionary Zoning and 421-A.

9000 square feet of commercial space

Community space

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

4. Informational presentation for HealthCare Chaplaincy development on South St, north of Rutgers Slip, for demonstration model of enhanced assisted living with HealthCare Chaplaincy Headquarters, and independent group medical practice
DISCUSSION:

The Health Care Chaplaincy (HCC) has been in existence for fifty years. They plan a new assisted living facility on South Street between Rutgers Slip and Clinton Street.  The lot includes two 26-story housing units (250 feet high; housing 488 families) on the parcel purchased by Starett.  HHC requires a minor modification of the large scale residential plan in existence for the entire 145,000 square foot site. 

HCC is a nonprofit organization committed to changing health care through spiritual care. Chaplains represent 30 different faith traditions.  The new facility will have 100 one bedroom apartments . These will be enhanced assisted living residences (50 Medicaid  and 50 market rate). There will also be a 10000 square  foot medical facility for the residents and the community.
FAR is 10. Any displaced parking will be replaced.  HHC will bring in an operator with assisted living experience.  Financing will be by a FHA232 mortgage.

Community members attended and expressed concern regarding dust and allergies during construction, structural stability during construction, blocked views, and quality of life.
MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)
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