Economic Development, Zoning, & Planning Committee

Monday, February 2, 2009 - 6:30pm

Community Board 3 Office

59 East 4th Street (2nd Ave & Bowery)
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1. Report from Chinatown working group

DISCUSSION:

At its most recent meeting, the Chinatown working group discussed strategy and formed committees to address such things as zoning, affordability, preservation, parks, transportation, and circulation. Two members were nominated to co-chair the group: Thomas Yoo (CB3) and Jim Solomon (CB2). The vote will take place next month.

There are 29 members, with 20 voting members.

No motions were made.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [ X] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

2. Discussion of development of Seward Park Urban Renewal Area (SPURA)

DISCUSSION:

City representatives present:  Shampa Chanda, HPD; Jim Harris, EDC; Alyssa Konon, EDC; Geeta Uhl, EDC.

We looked at a large map showing the possible development sites in the area. These sites go beyond the former urban renewal area. The sites (with approximate square feet and controlling agency) are:

1. Parking lot between Essex and Ludlow, above Broome Street (21,000; DOT)

2. Essex Market Building D, Essex between Delancey and Broome (43,000; EDC/HPD)

3. Parking lot between Delancey and Broome, Suffolk and Norfolk (40,000; HPD)
4. Parking lot between Delancey and Broome, Suffolk and Clinton (39,000; HPD)

5. Block between Broome and Grand, Suffolk and Clinton (59,000; HPD)

6. Parking lot east of Clinton, north of Broome (21,000; HPD)

7. Parking garage on Essex, north of Delancey (22,000; DOT)

8. Essex Market Building B (11,000; EDC)

9. Essex Market Building C (20,000; EDC). This is the current Essex Street Market.

10. Essex Market Building A (7,000; EDC)

Some of these sites might not be available for housing. DOT may wish to retain the parking garage. EDC would like to retain the Essex Street Market in some form. 

We tried to estimate the number of apartments that could be built on all of these sites. The area north of Delancey has an FAR of 4.0; below Delancey where the zoning is 7.2 the FAR is 3.44. The area of the original SPURA sites is zoned 8.0. 

We discussed the need for funding from the city to employ consultants to work with the committee, as was done for the Cooper Square area.

We will continue this discussion in March. Committee members are asked to do the following:

1. Read the Summary of Cooper Square Urban Renewal Area: Planning, Study and Recommendations (March 2000)

2. Read the 125th Street RFP (David McWater to email this to committee members)

3. Review the popcorn list

HPD was asked to gather information about the apartment sizes, rents, commercial space in Avalon Bay and to determine the percentage of commercial space in the Grand Street coops.

No motions were made.
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