EAST RIVER PARK SUMMER FUN 2009!

Don’t miss these exciting programs brought to you by City Parks Foundation.  All programs are free of charge. Performances will take place at the Ampitheater (cross FDR Drive at Delancey Street walking bridge).

CITYPARKS CONCERTS (Thursdays in July):

Man Man, July 16 at 7pm - Honky Tonk piano, face paint and rough vocals propel Man Man to the forefront of any performance. Labeled experimental rock, the band plays a host of instruments, including the clavinet, sousaphone, flute, euphonium, xylophone, marimba, noise makers and pots and pans. It’s not a performance you are likely to forget. 

Slick Rick, July 23 at 7pm - the infamous hip hop storyteller who wears a pirate’s eye patch, has delivered some of the 80’s greatest hits, including “La Di Da Di,” “Mona Lisa,” and “Children's Story.” Hip hop purists consider him one of the greatest MCs in hip hop’s history. In demand, Slick Rick continues to bring his street-wise edge through collaborations with Nas, OutKast, Raekwon, and Snoop Dogg, among many others. 

Ismael Miranda, July 30 at 7pm - Nicknamed Niño Bonito (Pretty Boy), Ismael Miranda recorded his first song, “Let’s Ball,” with Joey Pastrana at the young age of seventeen. With classic salsa energy and instrumentals, Miranda and his band own the stage and keep the music flowing.

MET’S SUMMER RECITAL C0NCERT (Friday, July 31):

City Parks Foundation welcomes the Metropolitan Opera’s Summer Recital Concert, Friday, July 31 at 7pm -  The Met’s annual concerts in New York City parks are one of the most beloved summer traditions in the city. Joyce El-Khoury (soprano), Keith Miller (bass), and Vlad Iftinca (pianist) will absolutely delight you.

CITYPARKS THEATER presented by Time Warner (August 4-8):

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream on Tuesday, August 4 at 8pm performed by the Continuum Company - NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts adaptation of William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a brisk and funny production.  Directed by Jim Calder, these free shows are meant to be accessible for people of all backgrounds and ages.

Chisa Hutchinson’s Dirt Rich on Wednesday, August 5 at 8pm - For City Parks Foundation’s first commissioned play, Chisa Hutchinson has put together a production called Dirt Rich. The piece revolves around a group of urban pre-teens after they find money buried beneath their playground.  

National Theater of the USA’s Chautauqua! on Thursday, August 6 and Friday, August 7 at 8pm - The NTUSA will channel the form and style of the original Chautauqua Lectures, a wildly popular lecture circuit that flourished from 1874 to the Great Depression.  Chautauqua! combines the history of American popular art and entertainment, the culture of commerce and the commerce of culture - our intellectual and political heritage.

Dancing vs. The Rat Experiment performed by Witness Relocation on Saturday, August 8 at 8pm - Combining theater, dance, and installation art, Dancing vs. The Rat Experiment is a genre-defying theater piece by the company Witness Relocation. 

CITYPARKS DANCE presented by Time Warner (August 15-16):

Tania Isaac Dance/Ballet Noit, Master class instructor Calvin Wiley on Saturday, August 15 -  Part personal documentary, part social commentary, Tania Isaac Dance is a physically explosive marriage of modern and Caribbean aesthetics. Ballet Noir features artists of diverse cultural backgrounds in groundbreaking, innovative and inspiring works.  Master instructor Calvin Wiley is the Artistic Director of the Calvin Wiley Dance Theatre and recently launched Calvinographydance.
Morphoses/The Wheeldon Company, Master class instructor Calvin Wiley on Saturday, August 16 – Christopher Wheeldon, choreographer and artistic director, will present an exciting and interactive program that includes an educational component, dance instruction, and short performance. Master instructor Calvin Wiley is the Artistic Director of the Calvin Wiley Dance Theatre and recently launched Calvinographydance.

CITYPARKS TENNIS and CITYPARKS TRACK & FIELD:

East River Park offers free tennis and track & field lessons throughout the summer. Registration is on-site.

Tennis - July 1- August 17 (FDR Drive @ Delancey Street) on Mondays/Wednesdays 1-4pm

Track &  Field -  July 7 – August 11 (FDR Drive @ 6th Street) on Tuesdays/Thursdays

     Ages (5-7) 9;30 – 10:30 am

     Ages (8-16) 10:30 – Noon
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More information, contact Karen Overton, Catalyst Coordinator  (212) 442-0223 or Karen.Overton@parks.nyc.gov. 
