
Con Edison Task Force
Monday, February 07, 2011 at 6:30pm
Casa Victoria
308 East 8th Street (btwn Aves B & C)
Other Members: John Leo, Bonnie Hulkower

Public Officials/Reps: none

Public Session Topics: 

(1) 14 BC Apartment Coop -- two representatives talked about the Coop’s intent to submit a proposal for funds for street trees/greening.  Coop is by Con Ed plant on 14th Street between Avenues B and C and trees cannot be planted in sidewalk due to Con Ed steam pipes; also, there is very frequent Con Ed activity on block (digging, trucks) creating noise, dirt and disruption that trees or other greening could mitigate.  It was suggested that group submit Letter of Inquiry as explained in Guidelines for task Force to consider at March meeting. 
(2) Christine Datz-Romero of LESEC presented update on street tree project.  LESEC gave a workshop at Tompkins Square Library and may give others.  The Parks Dept. is reviewing 40-50 tree requests previously submitted in CB3 and has not given feedback yet about any locations near the plant that may be included; LESEC has not proposed any locations itself yet but is waiting for Parks.  A discussion ensued about the requirements of the funding award as specified in the Resolution passed by the Community Board and whether LESEC was complying.  LESEC had been asked if they wanted to be on the February agenda to discuss compliance but had not, therefore most Task Force members were not aware of issues.  LESEC agreed to be on March agenda for full discussion.
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1. Review funding guidelines
DISCUSSION: The discussion began with a financial update.  Carol Kostik provided a handout she had prepared showing the financial status of the settlement funds.  Approximately $860,000 has been funded to date (including 2010 awards that are still under review by external parties to the settlement) and about $2,250,000 remains, assuming that all the remaining fuel-switching and steam conversion money is available; not including steam conversion, the remaining funds would be $1,770,000.

The discussion then turned to the Funding Guidelines previously adopted by the Board, posted on the CB3 website, and used to structure the 2010 funding process.  Community opposition to the Con Ed 14th Street plant expansion focused on air quality, health and quality of life concerns, and the Settlement Fund stipulations followed this direction.  However, almost all of the funding awarded to date as alternatives to fuel-switching has been primarily for educational, research and/or outreach purposes with air quality and health improvements secondary and diffuse; projects have also become more dispersed geographically within the CB.  Task Force members wanted to try focusing more on projects with direct, tangible air quality, quality of life and health benefits to residents in the areas in closest proximity to the plant.  To accomplish this, members will reach out to health clinics located in the NYCHA developments south of the plant and adopted a resolution calling on the CB to make some revisions to the Funding Guidelines that would bring better balance.

MOTION:  At its February monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following

motion: 

To request the full CB3 to pass the following motion at the February meeting:

WHEREAS the majority of Con Edison Settlement Fund projects funded to date have not directly and primarily funded air quality, health and/or quality of life improvements for residents living near the Con Ed plant, but have funded educational, outreach and/or research projects in which the other benefits were secondary and diffuse; and 

WHEREAS the projects funded have been valuable, air quality, health and quality of life improvements were the focal points of the Settlement Fund stipulations; therefore

RESOLVED: the “Guidelines to Submit Proposals for Community Board 3 Consolidated Edison Settlement Funds” will be amended to add the following bullet point to the section labeled “What are we looking for: Proposals that:”

· For the 2011 funding cycle, CB3 is seeking proposals that primarily seek to ameliorate air quality, health and/or quality of life problems in the vicinity of the Con Ed plant.  Proposals that are primarily educational, research or outreach in nature are not being sought.
SEND TO:_____________________________________________________________________________

CC TO:_______________________________________________________________________________

VOTE:  ____3_ YES  _____ NO  _____ ABS  _____ PNV
NO VOTE NECESSARY _____

2. Establish schedule for next application and proposal review cycle
DISCUSSION: The application review process and timeline implemented in the fall of 2010 worked well.  Therefore we should replicate it for the next cycle, which can begin in the spring/summer 2011 once the new guidelines are promulgated. 
MOTION:  At its February monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following

motion:

To request the full CB3 to pass the following motion at the February Board meeting:

RESOLVED: The next funding cycle for Con Ed Settlement Fund proposals shall be added to the funding guidelines published on the CB3 website and shall be as follows: (1) applications due to CB3 office on Friday, April 15, 2011; (2) preliminary review will take place at May Task Force meeting; (3) final review and vote on any resolutions for full Board action will take place at June Task Force meeting; and (4) full CB3 vote on resolutions, if any, is anticipated for July 2011 full board meeting.

SEND TO:_____________________________________________________________________________

CC TO:_______________________________________________________________________________

VOTE:  ___3__ YES  _____ NO  _____ ABS  _____ PNV
NO VOTE NECESSARY _____
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