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March 22nd, 2012

Con Edison Settlement Fund 
Community Board 3 

59 East 4th Street 

New York, NY 10003

Dear Ms. Carol Kostik and the CB 3 Con Edison Settlement Fund Task Force:


Please accept this Letter of Inquiry on behalf of the White Roof Project (WRP). WRP is a grassroots nonprofit with a strong track record in your district - including the execution of our 2011 model block project in conjunction with Fourth Arts Block, Cooper Square Mutual Housing Association, the Borough President’s Go Green Lower East Side Initiative and other stakeholders.

WRP is seeking a grant in the amount of $11,000. We seek funding to purchase supplies -  mostly solar-reflective white coating as well as brushes and an additional insurance rider – to coat the roofs of 9 RAIN apartment buildings. We are currently working with Ayo Harrington of  All the Way East 4th Street Block Association. The 9 buildings in consideration for this project are: 

191 East 3rd

320 East 4th

336 East 4th 

635 East 11th 

641 East 11th  

229 East 7th 

239 East 2nd 

653 East 5th 

304 East 8th
The coating of contiguous or closely clustered rooftops has been shown to increase the cost effectiveness of this initiative and contribute to a reduction in the Urban Heat Island effect (higher than normal ambient air temperature), which improves air quality. Hot air traps dangerous particulate. By reducing air temperature, white roof coating helps prevent this accumulation of polution and contributes to the prevention of polution related illness such as asthema. Prominent laboratories, such as Berkelely Labs, have studied such impacts of  white roof coating, proving this effect. 

White Roof Project has a track record of working on the Lower East Side and targets this area because it is a high energy consumption neighborhood facing a legacy of environmental injustice. Our creative proposal addresses two markers of environmental injustice - poor air-quality and power plant placement. This project would also provide  the added benefits of long-term cost savings (up to 40% on summer energy bills) and community and volunteer involvement (local volunteers do the actual coating of all roofs selected for a white roof project). 

The 9 RAIN buildings selected for this project are excellent targets for white roofing. They are resident owned, low-rise apartment buildings. Tenants in these buildings will benefit from energy cost savings in the summer. White roofing also increases the life of a roof by preventing heat related warping and cracking – an additional benefit to residents with little extra funds to complete roof repairs.  

Additionally, members of All the Way East 4th Street, residents of RAIN buildings and other community members can opt to participate in the coating of their roof. This opportunity for hands on involvement in a neighborhood improvement project is an excellent first step to more sustainable living and allows residents to witness the transformation of a rooftop from start to finish. 

The roofs included in this proposal will contribute to the white roofing cluster that is being created in your neighborhood and will help lower ambient air temperatures by 1 to 2 degrees – improving air quaility and preventing the need for more power plants (see additional packet for more information). Though there is no one solution to climate change, we believe that this cost-effective method is an excellent option for low-rise buildings in need of cost-saving sustainability measures that are budget-friendly.

Please consider this letter of inquiry as the continuation of dialogue with Community Board 3 on the part of White Roof Project. WRP is already working with housing associations in the neighborhood and looks forward to additional input on our efforts.
White Roof Project: Who We Are: 
The White Roof Project educates and activates our friends and neighbors, supplying them with the information and skills necessary to go green by painting white. The White Roof Project is an all-volunteer effort to help decrease energy usage in the City of New York, by painting black tar rooftops with 90% solar-reflective white coating, to lower energy bills by up to 40%,  reduce the impact of Urban Heat Islands and curb climate change. 


White Roof Project is proud of its focus on the Lower East Side. The LES is a ‘hotspot’ on the Urban Heat Island and puts more total stress on the power grid than any other neighborhood in New York State. 

White Roof Project in Your Neighborhood: 


On Sept. 18-20, 2010, WRP successfully cleaned and coated the 10,000 square foot rooftop of the Bowery Mission. Similarly, on October 17th, White Roof Project will work with Fourth Arts Block and Cooper Square MHA to put the finishing touches an environmental model block project including 35,000+  square feet of rooftop at East 4th and 3rd Streets. WRP also helped launch Go Green Lower East  Side and has faciliated ‘do it yourself’ projects in the neighborhood. 

Approximate Budget for this Project: 

	Materials 
	Cost 

	Solar reflective coating 
	$9,300

	Brushes, rollers and supplies 
	$50

	Food for volunteers 
	$150 

	Additional Insurance 
	$1,500



Thank you for your prompt attention to this Letter of Inquiry.  If you have any questions concerning the above, please do not hesitate to call me at (610) 864-1194 or email me at hjames
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Sincerely,

Heather B. James

Executive Director | White Roof Project 
610 864 1194 | @roofproject | www.whiteroofproject.org 

White Roof Project

514 East 20th Street, 5A New York, NY 10010
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