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EXISTING BUILDING PHOTO EXISTING CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER 
BUILDING AS SEEN FROM E 4TH STREET



DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER
04.06.2016

PROPOSED CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER 
BUILDING AS SEEN FROM E 4TH STREET

PROPOSED BUILDING RENDER
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LOCATION PLAN AT BOROUGH SCALE

CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER

BUILDING IS LOCATED IN MANHATTAN
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SITE PHOTO AERIAL VIEW OF SITE AND BUILDING
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4TH STREET SOUTH ELEVATION BUILDING IS LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF 
4TH STREET
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4TH STREET SOUTH ELEVATION EXAMPLE ELEVATIONS ALONG 4TH STREET
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4TH STREET SOUTH ELEVATION

10 123

ENLARGED EXAMPLE ELEVATIONS ALONG 4TH 
STREET: ARTICULATION OF THE COMMERCIAL 
BASE



DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER
04.06.2016

STREET ELEVATION DIAGRAM
NOT TO SCALE

CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN ORIGINAL 
RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES AND NEWER 
COMMERCIAL BASE MODIFICATIONS
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
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fourth floor and converted to multiple dwelling, public, and/or commercial use. Finally, clear evidence of the 
new ethnic makeup of the neighborhood is seen in the German-language signs. 

  

Figure 4. Social and business uses have already made inroads at the elegant Albion Place residential development by the time of this 
ca. 1875 picture. No 64, at the right, is now called “Metropolitan Assembly Rooms” and is operated as a boarding house by the owner 
of the New York Turn Verein, which occupies the two center buildings of the row. The two houses at the left best reflect the original 
Greek Revival appearance of the row. Note the elaborate gas light fixtures at the buildings, true cobblestone street, bluestone 
sidewalks, and city-standard gas streetlight in the foreground. 

In 1873 no. 64 was updated by raising it to four full stories* and modifying the cornice and window lintels in the 
fashionable neo-Grec style. It appears that the original brownstone lintels were covered with either cast- or 
sheet-iron lintels at the upper floors, with more elaborate metal enframements at the parlor floor windows and 
door. The modification of the original masonry stoop may have also occurred at this time, and includes cast-iron 
steps with glass vault lights to light the space below the stoop, as well as a metal handrail and large newel posts. 
Similar changes had been made the previous year to nos. 66 and 68 when it was converted for use by the New 
York Turn Verein, though at this building the new window elements were limited to the central bay, which was 
created by joining the original entrance bays and paired stoops of the two central houses of the original Albion 

                                                           
* Department of Buildings files show an inspection May 31, 1873 for work which began 21 April and was completed 23 May 
1873 for owner William Winchel, whose address was given as 66 and 68 East 4th Street. 

Photograph from 1875; 
view of the middle four (and 
part of a fifth) of the original 
twelve houses of Albion 
Place, built in 1832. 
The building on the right is 
64 E 4th Street. Originally 
built as a three story 
building, very similar to the 
building with the ‘Lager 
Bier’ sign to the left, this 
photograph shows it already 
with its one story addition.
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

1870’s 1930’s

4 
 

fourth floor and converted to multiple dwelling, public, and/or commercial use. Finally, clear evidence of the 
new ethnic makeup of the neighborhood is seen in the German-language signs. 

  

Figure 4. Social and business uses have already made inroads at the elegant Albion Place residential development by the time of this 
ca. 1875 picture. No 64, at the right, is now called “Metropolitan Assembly Rooms” and is operated as a boarding house by the owner 
of the New York Turn Verein, which occupies the two center buildings of the row. The two houses at the left best reflect the original 
Greek Revival appearance of the row. Note the elaborate gas light fixtures at the buildings, true cobblestone street, bluestone 
sidewalks, and city-standard gas streetlight in the foreground. 

In 1873 no. 64 was updated by raising it to four full stories* and modifying the cornice and window lintels in the 
fashionable neo-Grec style. It appears that the original brownstone lintels were covered with either cast- or 
sheet-iron lintels at the upper floors, with more elaborate metal enframements at the parlor floor windows and 
door. The modification of the original masonry stoop may have also occurred at this time, and includes cast-iron 
steps with glass vault lights to light the space below the stoop, as well as a metal handrail and large newel posts. 
Similar changes had been made the previous year to nos. 66 and 68 when it was converted for use by the New 
York Turn Verein, though at this building the new window elements were limited to the central bay, which was 
created by joining the original entrance bays and paired stoops of the two central houses of the original Albion 

                                                           
* Department of Buildings files show an inspection May 31, 1873 for work which began 21 April and was completed 23 May 
1873 for owner William Winchel, whose address was given as 66 and 68 East 4th Street. 

Photograph from 
1875; isolated view 
of No. 64 addressed 
for “Metropolitan 
Assembly Rooms”, 
operating as a 
boarding house. Note 
the asymmetrical 
facade.

Tax photo (1939) 
provides the first 
visual evidence of 
the 1906 storefront 
additions at the 
basement and parlor 
floors. The stoop, 
handrail, and doors 
remains, but modified. 
An ornamental fire 
escape has been 
added. Also note brick 
wing wall supporting 
new storefront. 
The accompanying 
cornice and staircase  
protrude beyond the 
property line.



DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER
04.06.2016

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

1980’s1970’s

13 
 

 

Figure 12. This 1980 tax photo shows the building empty and fully boarded up at the first two floors. The building façade probably 
retains most of the historic material from its three eras of construction—original construction in 1832, 1873 alteration, and 1906 
storefront additions. The handrails and newel posts are gone, but the cast-iron and glass stoop remains, as do the modified front 
doors from 1873. See photo appendix for full tax photo and storefront detail. 

Note deteriorating 
storefront and the 
missing counterweight 
fire escape stair. 
Facade partially 
boarded up.

Storefront is entirely 
non-operational 
and the remaining 
elevation exhibits 
full deterioration. 
While stoop remains, 
handrails have 
disappeared.
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

20152000’s

Storefront is removed 
completely. Replaced 
masonry facade is 
aligned with the plane 
of the original facade. 
Fire escape is also 
missing. Note the 
new large centered 
opening.

Damaged windows 
and masonry is 
restored. Note the 
remaining masonry 
wing wall and the 
original cornice.
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BUILDING CONCEPT DIAGRAM
NOT TO SCALE

original:
1832-1906

proposed 
condition

first storefront 
addition:
1906-1980s

existing 
condition:
1990s-present

REGISTRATION OF LAYERED HISTORY OUTLINING 
A SERIES OF FACADE EXTENSIONS
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

23 
 

Photo Appendix 

 

1939 tax photo, full image. 

  

REMAINING MASONRY WINGWALL, LACK OF 
ENGAGEMENT WITH THE STREET

1930’s STOREFRONT VOLUME ADDITION 2016: RECAPTURING STOREFRONT VOLUME
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BUILDING ELEVATION DIAGRAM
NOT TO SCALE

ELEVATION DIAGRAM

1930’S FRONT ELEVATION CURRENT FRONT ELEVATION1870’S FRONT ELEVATION PROPOSED FRONT ELEVATION
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED FACADES
E 4TH STREET ELEVATION (SOUTH)

   EXISTING FRONT ELEVATION PROPOSED FRONT ELEVATION
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED FACADES
E 4TH STREET ELEVATION (SOUTH)

   PROPOSED FRONT ELEVATION

ANGLED MULLIONS &
THREE WINDOW BAY ALIGNMENT

UPPER PLAN OF FACADE

LOWER PLAN OF FACADE
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DAY RENDERING
NOT TO SCALE

SIDE PERSPECTIVE OF EXISTING AND 
PROPOSED CONDITION

EXISTING PROPOSED
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PROPOSEDEXISTING

DAY RENDERING
NOT TO SCALE

FRONT PERSPECTIVE OF EXISTING AND 
PROPOSED CONDITION
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PROPOSEDEXISTING

DAY RENDERING
NOT TO SCALE

FRONT PERSPECTIVE OF EXISTING AND 
PROPOSED CONDITION

DAY RENDERING
NOT TO SCALE

FRONT PERSPECTIVE OF EXISTING AND 
PROPOSED CONDITION (FULL FACADE VIEW)
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DAY RENDERING
NOT TO SCALE

SIDE PERSPECTIVE OF EXISTING CONDITION
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NIGHT RENDERING
NOT TO SCALE

SIDE PERSPECTIVE OF PROPOSED CONDITION
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VARIOUS PERSPECTIVE CONDITIONS OF THE 
PROPOSED FACADE SYSTEM
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ENLARGED PROPOSED ELEVATION
NOT TO SCALE

WING WALL:
HISTORIC BRICK

METAL SIGNAGE:
FRONT FACE 
POWDER-COATED 
STEEL TO MATCH 
MULLIONS

ADDRESS 
SIGNAGE:

POWDER-COATED 
STEEL NUMBERS 

“64” FIXED TO SIDE 
OF MULLION

MONITOR:
BEHIND 

GLAZING FOR 
PROGRAMMING 

INFO DISPLAY

SIDEWALK 
SIAMESE:
CAST BRASS

STOREFRONT:
STEEL MULLIONS 
W/ RECESSED 
GLAZING

ORGANIZATION STRATEGY & MATERIAL PALETTE

RECESSED 
MAILBOX:
STAINLESS STEEL
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FACADE MATERIAL WING WALLS: HISTORIC BRICK
STOREFRONT INFILL: STEEL MULLIONS

WING WALLS:
HISTORIC BRICK

NEW STOREFRONT:
STEEL MULLIONS 
WITH RECESSED GLAZING
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FACADE MATERIAL METAL SIGNAGE: POWDER COATED STEEL/
REFLECTIVE CHROME
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FRONT/REFLECTIVE CHROME 
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FACADE MATERIAL ADDRESS SIGNAGE: POWDER-COATED STEEL
MONITOR: PROGRAMMING INFO DISPLAY

ADDRESS 
SIGNAGE:
POWDER-COATED 
STEEL FIXED TO 
SIDE OF MULLION

MONITOR:
INSTALLED BEHIND 
GLAZING FOR 
PROGRAMMING 
INFO DISPLAY

Sony KLV-32R306 
32” BRAVIA HD

SILMAN ASSOCIATES
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS
32 OLD SLIP, 10TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY  10005
T 212 620 7970
F 212 620 8159

PLUS GROUP
MEP/FP/FA ENGINEERS
231 WEST 29TH STREET, 706
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
T 212 233 2700
F 212 233 2727

02.02.2016

CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER
EXPANSION

40 WORTH STREET, SUITE 828
NEW YORK, NY  10013
T 212 285 1003
WWW.RICELIPKA.COM

DATE:

DIVISION OF STRUCTURES
BUREAU OF ARCHITECTURE & ENGINEERING

OFSHEET:

SCALE:

DRAWN:

CHECKED:

DRAWING:

SEAL:

DRAWING TITLE:

FOR:

PROJECT:

CAPITAL PROJECT NUMBER:
PV411ITC2

NUMBER

ISSUE/REVISION:

DESCRIPTION DATE

64 East 4th Street
New York, NY 10003

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

5102.32.01TES BOD

DOB SET - REVISION 1 02.02.2016

EXTERIOR DETAILS: FACADE

A520.00

1" = 1'-0"

IS

LR

27 41

FRONT ELEVATION

(NOT VISIBLE) (LEGIBLE)

SIDE ELEVATION

ADDRESS 
SIGNAGE



DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER
04.06.2016

RECESSED MAILBOX: STAINLESS STEEL
SIDEWALK SIAMESE: CAST BRASS

SIDEWALK SIAMESE:
MOON AMERICAN #231. 
CAST BRASS, 18” SLEEVE, 
ESCUTCHEON PLATE AND 
PLUGS.

MAILBOX:
CUSTOM DESIGN. 
STAINLESS STEEL.

BRUSHED 
STEEL

SILMAN ASSOCIATES
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS
32 OLD SLIP, 10TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY  10005
T 212 620 7970
F 212 620 8159

PLUS GROUP
MEP/FP/FA ENGINEERS
231 WEST 29TH STREET, 706
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
T 212 233 2700
F 212 233 2727

02.02.2016

CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER
EXPANSION

40 WORTH STREET, SUITE 828
NEW YORK, NY  10013
T 212 285 1003
WWW.RICELIPKA.COM

DATE:

DIVISION OF STRUCTURES
BUREAU OF ARCHITECTURE & ENGINEERING

OFSHEET:

SCALE:

DRAWN:

CHECKED:

DRAWING:

SEAL:

DRAWING TITLE:

FOR:

PROJECT:

CAPITAL PROJECT NUMBER:
PV411ITC2

NUMBER

ISSUE/REVISION:

DESCRIPTION DATE

64 East 4th Street
New York, NY 10003

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

DOB SET 10.23.2015

DOB SET - REVISION 1 02.02.2016



DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER
04.06.2016

CHOICIRCIATI CULTURAL CENTER EXPANSION
MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD 3 LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION PRESENTATION


