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Community Board 3  
Transportation and Public Safety Committee Meeting  
17 March 2015 
 
APPLICATION FOR STREET SEAT 
Location:  16–20 Jefferson Street (premise also known as 173–177 Henry Street) 
Applicant: Office Ho Jonot, LLC, operating a café/restaurant (to be named), opening mid-May 2015 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: 
Corner of Henry and Jefferson Street, faces Educational Alliance and kitty-corner from Gouvernor 
Health Care (hospital); opposite corner is a grocery store. Our proposed Street Seat would occupy what 
is currently a No Standing zone and a parking spot. 
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OUR PROPOSED STREET SEAT:  
In May, we are opening a family-friendly café/restaurant at the corner of Henry and Jefferson. 
We think the addition of public seating at this location will be beneficial to the neighborhood for 
many reasons. Located between two busy streets, East Broadway and Madison, we are on a 
block without many amenities. Our Street Seat would provide a peaceful stop for people to 
pause, away from traffic, and we hope that it will serve the constituencies of the neighboring 
hospital, community center, and residences well.  
 
Our proposed Street Seat has received preliminary approval from the DOT. With the 
Community Board’s approval, we would proceed with our design—following the DOT’s 
guidelines to ensure that our Street Seat: 
 
• occupies only the curb lane in front of our business and extends no further than 6 feet into  

the street (see attached plan); 
• is ADA compliant;  
• will include DOT’s signage indicating the area is free and open to the public, and that  

alcohol and smoking are not allowed; 
• will include furniture that will be removed or secured at the end of each night; 
• is a temporary structure that will be removed in the winter months (late Nov till April); 
• will be cleaned and maintained by our restaurant staff; 
• will include DOT’s safety features. 
 
We are working with the talented architects at Freecell Studio. Below are examples of  
existing Street Seat that show the kind of elements we will also include:  
 

 
 
• a raised wooden deck, flush with the sidewalk; 
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• a thin enclosure that doubles as a planter, allowing visual permeability as well as  
 a sense of safety to those sitting in the space; 
• foldable and movable furniture; 
 
 

 
 
• Safety features installed by the DOT, including a white parking lane, “No Standing Anytime”  
 on both ends, wheel stops, and flexible delineators. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
• Site plan 
• Letter of Support from the Seward Park Housing Cooperative Board 
• Letter of Support from neighbor, Adam Freed 
• Petition with signatures 
 
 
 
Thank you so much for considering our application. We are eager to open our new business in a 
neighborhood where we have been living and working for over a dozen years. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact us if you have further questions.  
 
Sincere regards,  
 
 
 
 
Stefan Jonot     Cathy Lang Ho 
(646) 320-5769   (917) 257-2727 
 









Adam M. Freed 

383 Grand Street  •  M306  •  New York  •  NY  •  10002 

afreed@gmail.com  •  646.298.8480 

 
 
 
Karen Blatt 
Chair of the Transportation & Public Safety Committee 
Community Board 3, Manhattan 
59 East 4th Street 
New York, NY 10003  
 

March 9, 2015 
 
Dear Karen Blatt, Members of the Transportation & Safety Committee, and Members of Community 
Board 3: 

It is my pleasure to write in support of Office Ho Jonot’s application for a Street Seat at 16–20 Jefferson 
Street (aka 173–177 Henry Street). As a longtime resident of the Lower East Side, I welcome the sort of 
improvement and community amenity that the Street Seat would bring to the neighborhood.  

In my work as an urban planner—as the former Deputy Director for the office responsible for PlaNYC and 
in my current role as a sustainability consultant for global cities—I’ve been involved in several initiatives to 
enhance to safety, beauty, and vibrancy of streetscapes. Like the City’s successful microplaza program, 
Street Seats expands the city’s public space by allowing private businesses or organizations to become 
stewards of new public spaces. Previous examples of Street Seats have proven to have diverse benefits, 
providing greenery and seating to the general public, slowing traffic, enhancing pedestrian safety, and 
generating economic gains for surrounding businesses.  

I have known the Street Seat applicants (Stefan Jonot and Cathy Lang Ho) for over a decade in personal 
and professional capacities—as small business owners, community advocates, urban designers, 
journalists, neighbors and friends. I was a frequent customer at Les Enfants Terribles, Stefan’s previous 
restaurant at Ludlow and Canal streets, which had a strong local following and helped increase the 
vibrancy and attractiveness of that intersection and adjacent streets. I and many of my neighbors are 
eagerly awaiting the opening of his new restaurant/café at 16–20 Jefferson Street. I have also worked 
directly and indirectly with Stefan’s business partner and wife Cathy, who is a respected architecture and 
design journalist with a particular interest in citizen engagement and social justice in the city. Her work 
has contributed to the ongoing global dialogue of how cities and urban design can encourage and foster 
more inclusive and cohesive communities. 

I’m not surprised that they are taking on the responsibility to create and maintain a Street Seat, as they 
are both engaged and engaging individuals with a deep commitment to strengthening our community. I 
have every confidence that their new place will become an important gathering spot for locals and that 
they will be diligent stewards of a Street Seat, which will become a beloved community asset. As such, I 
strongly urge you will approve their application.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have further questions. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 Adam Freed 
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