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Street Co-Naming Request Application 
 
Please complete the following application and bring the required materials to the Transportation 
Committee meeting. 
 
1. Applicant's Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Applicant's Telephone Number and e-mail _________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Applicant's Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Applicant's connection to proposed honoree _______________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Proposed Honoree's Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Is proposed honoree an  ____  Individual      or    ____  Non-profit Organization  (check one) 
 
7. Proposed Location for Co-naming _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. Does the proposed location already have a co-name?  ____ Yes     _____  No 
 

a. If Yes indicate the current name _____________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  Has any other public area been named after the proposed honoree?  ___Y   ___N 
 

a. If yes indicate the location  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attach any relevant documentation along with the required petition of support from the residents 
and businesses on the street proposed to be co-named.  
 



TWO BRIDGES/COMMUNITY BOARD #3 – CO‐NAMING APPLICATION – 11‐18‐2013 

FRANK T. MODICA BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Frank T. Modica, a long-standing advocate for the many diverse communities of Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side, and Chairman of the Board at Two Bridges Neighborhood Council, died  from natural causes on 
Wednesday, September 25, 2013. He was 81 years old. 
 
A social worker by training, Mr. Modica was a celebrated leader in the settlement house movement and 
social services sector throughout New York City, primarily in the Two Bridges and Lower East Side areas of 
Manhattan. From 1976 – 2010, he served as Executive Director of Hamilton-Madison House (HMH), a 
more-than- century-old non-profit settlement  house dedicated  to improving the quality of life for individuals 
and families. Under his 34 years of stewardship, HMH grew to become one of the nation’s leading providers of 
Behavioral Health Services to Asian and Asian-American communities. 
 
Mr. Modica also served on the boards of a number of local, national, and international organizations including 
United Neighborhood Centers of America; and International Federation of Settlements and Neighborhood 
Centers. Most notably, Mr. Modica served on the Board of Two Bridges Neighborhood Council since 1977, 
during which time the organization created permanently affordable housing f o r  t h o u s a n ds  o f  families 
and i n d i v i du a l s . 
 
TWO BRIDGES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL, INC. 

For more than half a century, Two Bridges Neighborhood Council's programs, projects, and activities have nurtured 
the unique character of the Lower East Side by building bridges among its diverse communities.  

Two  Bridges  Neighborhood  Council  was  founded  in  1955,  in  the  working‐class  neighborhood  of  Manhattan 

bordered by  the Brooklyn and Manhattan Bridges and  the East River. At  that  time tensions were high and gang 

violence was  common, as  the area was becoming one of  the  city's  first  racially  integrated neighborhoods. Two 

Bridges was  created  to  resolve  racial  conflicts and  to  serve as a  channel  for  communication among  settlement 

houses, churches, and community leaders.  

Community planning became a focus of Two Bridges starting in the 1960s, when AT&T was planning to demolish a 

large block of  residential houses on Madison  Street  to make way  for  a huge  telephone  switching  station.  The 

demolition would have forced hundreds of low‐income families from their homes. Two Bridges hired its first social 

worker, organized the community, and worked out a plan to save the houses by moving the switching station to a 

commercial, non‐residential location.  

By  the  early  1970s,  the mission  of  Two  Bridges  evolved  to  focus  on  both  neighborhood  preservation  and  the 

creation  of  affordable  housing.  In  partnership  with  Settlement  Housing  Fund,  Two  Bridges  co‐sponsored  the 

redevelopment  of  the  Two  Bridges  Urban  Renewal  Area,  formerly  a  district  of  tenements  and  dilapidated 

commercial buildings along the East River Waterfront between the Manhattan Bridge and Corlear’s Hook, starting 

in 1972. 

Between 1972 and 1997, when the last building in the urban renewal area was completed, Two Bridges succeeded 

in  creating  nearly  1,500  units  of  low‐  and moderate‐income  housing, much  of which will  remain  permanently 

affordable. Two Bridges continues to seek opportunities to develop more affordable housing at a time when  it  is 

more essential than ever.  

Additionally, through an extensive array of programs and strategic partnerships, Two Bridges continues to support 

and promote a vibrant  residential, business, and cultural  life of  the  section of  Lower Manhattan  corresponding 

roughly  to  the boundaries of Community Board 3, and  the eastern sections of Community Board 2. This service 

area encompasses many neighborhoods, across the Lower East Side, including Two Bridges, Chinatown, Little Italy, 

Nolita, the East Village, and the Bowery Corridor. 
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	MODICA BIO AND TB HISTORY
	80 RUTGERS SLIP
	PETITION - 82 RUTGERS SLIP - 11-13

	s Name: TWO BRIDGES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL, INC.
	s Telephone Number and email: 212-566-2729 (VICTORPAPA@TWOBRIDGES.ORG)
	s Address: 275 CHERRY STREET, NY, NY 10002
	s connection to proposed honoree: Proposed honoree was the Chairman of Two Bridges
	Applicant: Neiighborhood Council for over 30 years.
	s Name_2: Frank T. Modica
	Proposed Location for Conaming: Rutgers Slip between Cherry and South Streets
	If Yes indicate the current name: 
	If yes indicate the location: 
	Check Box2: Yes
	Check Box3: Yes
	Check Box4: Yes
	Text5: Petitions are included with this application and include nearly 100% of the only residents that live on the proposed street:82 & 82 Rutgers SlipBlock: 00248Lot: 0015 & 0070 There are no commercial or business establishments on the subject part of Rutgers Slip. 


