197 Plan Task Force

Monday, February 19, 2007 - 6:30pm

Cooper Union, Engineering Building, Wollman Lounge

51 Astor Place
Committee Chair: David McWater [P]

Members: Paul Bartlett [P], Rocky Chin [A], Herman Hewitt [P], Eden Lipson [A], Barden Prisant [A], Lois Regan [A], Richard Ropiak [P], Sam Wilkenfeld [A], Andrew Berman [A], Margaret Hughes [A], Val Orselli [P], Marci Reaven  [P], Damaris Reyes [A], Michael Rosen [A], Kevin Shea [A], Aaron Sosnick [A], Guido Hartray [A]

P = PRESENT, A = ABSENT

· Continued discussion of zoning plan for 13th St to Houston/Delancey--Ave D to Bowery/3rd Ave

DISCUSSION:

1) David McWater contacted Edith Hsu Chen from City Planning regarding the fact the DCP has not formally responded to CB 3’s letters.  She responded that DCP is currently working on CB 3’s suggestions. Mr. McWater expressed that it would be helpful if DCP kept CB 3 informed of the status –the community would be very happy to know that these suggestions are being acted on. 
2) A meeting to explain DCP’s rezoning in CB 3 will be held at 7:00 PM on March 6th.  The meeting is being sponsored by City Councilman Alan J. Gerson’s Office.  Meeting located at Chasam Sopher Synagogue.  8 Clinton St. between Houston and Stanton. Location should be confirmed. 
3) David McWater and Andrew Berman recently did a radio interview for “The Villager” on zoning issues and why a rezoning id needed for CB 3.  The radio interview should be available shortly on their website- www.thevillager.com
4) Herman Hewitt  states that area bounded by Delancy on the south, Houston on the north, Forsythe on the west and Allen to the East, should be rezoned residential instead of different commercial rezoning designation.  -Current zoning for this area is C6-1 and proposed rezoning is C4-4A.  

-Herman stated that there was quite a bit of commercial there at one time but not anymore.  

Chair stated that the rational for retaining a commercial zoning designation is that DCP believes the area is creating jobs.    

-Chair notes that CB 3 pushed for a residential zoning designation in its resolution, which passed unanimously, that was sent to DCP.  This can be found in point 3, page 11, of December 2006 vote sheet. 

Link to resolution (pg 11): http://www.nyc.gov/html/mancb3/downloads/cb3docs/votereso.pdf
- Paul Bartlett notes that the area is currently designated as an Empire Development Zone and CB 3 is waiting for a study from the local BID that will provide inventory of local businesses in the area and employment statistics.

5)Chair clarifies difference between DCP’s rezoning plan, the changes sought by CB 3, and the current zoning.  Link to resolution (pg 11): http://www.nyc.gov/html/mancb3/downloads/cb3docs/votereso.pdf
- The major change from current zoning to either plan is that there will be a small as-of-right increase in Floor Area Ratio of 10-15%, but a height cap will be instituted preventing very tall towers.

-The CB plan  calls for stronger ant-harassment and demolition provisions, stronger Affordable Housing guarantees, smaller zoning for mid-blocks, contextual zoning on Houston and Delancy, and allow for upzoning on Chrystie Street with Inclusionary Zoning.  

6) Chair stated that CB 3 will work to include link to DCP’s proposed rezoning and CB 3’s feedback showing how they differ.  The following link includes DCP maps of current and proposed rezoning.

http://www.nyc.gov/html/mancb3/downloads/cb3docs/197-minutes.doc
7) On March 5th the ConEd Environmental Settlement Fund Subcommittee will hold a meeting on Greening CB3: Moving Sustainability on a Community Scale Towards Reality, Urban Heat Island Mitigation, Energy Efficiency & Public Health; presentations of study findings of CB3 district by Cynthia Rosenzweig (GISS, NASA, Columbia U) & Ed Linky (USEPA).

Meeting time 6:30 PM at JASA/Green residence.  Location is 200 East 5th St (btwn Bowery and 2nd Ave). 

8) March Meeting agenda items:

-Anti-Harassment and Demolition provision update.

-Asian Americans for Equality presentation.
- Mike Davis, CB 3 Fellow from Manhattan Borough president's Office, will be presenting compliance and conformance rates, 3D modeling, and a GIS map for three proposed zoning types in his study area covering 9th to 13th St and 3rd to 4th Ave.
