197 Plan Task Force

Monday, September 11, 2006 - 6:30pm

University Settlement at Houston Street Center

273 Bowery
Committee Chair: David McWater [p]

Members: Paul Bartlett [p], Rocky Chin [p], Harvey Epstein [p], Herman Hewitt [p], Eden Lipson [a],

Jason Nagel [p], Barden Prisant [p], Lois Regan [p], Richard Ropiak [p], Sam Wilkenfeld [a],

Andrew Berman [p], Margaret Hughes [p], Val Orselli [p], Marci Reaven [p], Damaris Reyes [p],

Michael Rosen [a], Kevin Shea [a], Aaron Sosnick [p]

use letter to mark who is

P = PRESENT, A = ABSENT

Other Members:_Harry Weider

Public Officials/Reps:_Greg Brender (Glick), Mary Cooley (Stringer), Brian Cook (Stringer), Lisa Kaplan (Mendez), Unknown name (Gerson)

1.  Update and continued discussion on current rezoning plan

DISCUSSION:  DCP will present its plan to CB3 in October, followed by an October “town hall” type meeting.  They have reported that there will be no commercial overlay on St. Marks, that they are doing more research on Ave D., and that the area south of Houston will be rezoned as residential, not commercial.  GVSHP offered interns to assist in further research, and MBP Stringer will be assigning CB3 a graduate student to assist us.  With their assistance, CB3 might be able to generate a soft site map for the 3rd-4th Ave. corridor which DCP is refusing to include in the plan.  A discussion was held, over the course of which it was determined that the inclusion of anti-harassment/anti-demolition provisions would be critical to the success of the inclusion of an IZ component.

No Vote Necessary

2a. Future potential areas for rezoning: Seward Park Urban Renewal Area

DISCUSSION:  A discussion was held as to what would be the procedure to generate a plan.  One issue raised was whether it would be dealt with in the Housing Committee or in the 197 Task Force.  A straw poll was held on the issue of whether or not we should take the original 3-year-old statement of principles as a starting point.  By a show of hands, it was agreed that we should.  A further discussion was held on whether additional members should be added to the Task Force once we start work on a plan.

No Vote Necessary

2b. Future potential areas for rezoning: 3rd & 4th Avenues

DISCUSSION:  GVSHP offered interns to assist in further research, and MBP Stringer will be assigning CB3 a graduate student to assist us.  With their assistance, CB3 might be able to generate a soft site map for the 3rd-4th Ave. corridor which DCP is refusing to include in the plan.

MOTION:  At its September monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion: to recommend that the graduate/intern being assigned CB3 from the Manhattan Borough President’s office be given the soft site analysis of the 3rd/4th Ave. potential rezoning area as a work priority, and that a working group to supervise this analysis be established.

VOTE:  Listed as unanimous- no quantity of votes specified.  It is unknown how many members remained at that point.
