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Public Session Topics:

DISCUSSION/MINUTES:

David Mc Water reviewed the prior meeting where the Board had moved that the zoning study area include 100 feet in from Fourth and Third Avenue or as an alternative, follow-up area.  Mr. McWater indicated that the board wanted contextual zoning:  R7A, R7B, and possibly R8B.  

Mr. McWater introduced Ivan Schonfeld and Arthur Huh from the Department of City Planning.

Mr. McWater reminded the meeting that former Council Member Lopez had given a $50,000 grant to Community Board 3 for the study of zoning issues.  Since City Planning has been so cooperative, the board has only spent $2,000 to date, so Mr. McWater pointed out that there are a lot of resources to assist if there is a problem in studying the area between Third and Fourth Avenues.

Mr. Schonfeld from Department of City Planning indicated that the department is currently working on the rezoning and have been since they meet two months ago with community board.  Arthur Huh indicated that they are working on building a 3D model and then they will model all the zoning scenarios. DCP indicated that this was a 114 block rezoning making it extensive.  

Mr. Schonfeld indicated that since the blocks along Third and Bowery were a border for Community Board 3 and Community Board 2, any study of these areas would necessitate discussions with Community Board 2.  Mr. Schonfeld stated that the Department of City Planning’s original proposed study area was consistent, had widespread consensus and there was a clear direction to follow. He stated that Third Avenue and blocks to the west had a different character.

Andrew Berman noted that there was also virtual unanimity that rezoning of Third and Fourth Avenues to appropriate heights and bulks—consistent with the different character of that area-- needed to happen as quickly as possible. 

However, Mr. Berman indicated that if the fact that the Department of City Planning needed to respond to two community boards could potentially cause problems and slow it down, then the community could understand moving on two separate tracks.

Mr. Schonfeld acknowledged that he heard what Mr. Berman was saying.

Paul Bartlett asked whether the 3D modeling and study could include the additional areas of Third Avenue and west, while at the same time Community Board 3 moved to meet with Community Board 2. Then if necessary there could be a separate zoning action. This would move both processes at the same time and prevent further displacement pressures.

In answer to Mr. Bartlett’s question of whether DCP had contextual zoning for the newly proposed study area, Mr. Schonfeld indicated that the Dept of City Planning had contextual zoning for any bulk envelope.

Mr. McWater indicated that the Community Board could provide help by doing the work for the six blocks that would be added to the original area.

Harvey Epstein asked when will the Department of City Planning make the decision of whether they will include Third and Fourth Avenues.  Mr. Schonfeld responded that it would be in the next several weeks.  Mr. Schonfeld explained that DCP needed to review the different character of Third Avenue which has towers.  Mr. McWater reminded Mr. Schonfeld that at one time Third Avenue had been just like First and Second Avenue but as towers went up it is now classified as different. It was noted that at this point Third Avenue is the front line as NYU pushes east for dorm space. 

Mr. Berman reminded Mr. Schonfeld that the additional community facility “bonus” needs to be eliminated and that the community understood that the blocks between 13th and 14th streets have a different zoning.  Mr. Berman indicated that people did not want 20 storey buildings and that there was consensus about the mid-blocks between Third and Fourth Avenue.
Mr Schonfeld indicated that the Department of City Planning did not rezone areas and skip avenues. The Dept. needs clear direction.

Tony McAndrews, a community member from St. Ann’s Committee asked that DCP be specific about the issues they have.  We understand that the overlap between Community boards is an administrative knot but the mid-blocks are not so different in character from the rest of the community.

Mr. Schonfeld responded that currently the study is on work east of Third Avenue. If the Board feels strongly than we could draw in more detail the area west of Third Avenue.

One community member asked if the 3D model could be made available to the community. Mr. Schonfeld committed to showing the community the model with the various options.

Mimi Holtzman asked why the Tenement Museum’s efforts to landmarks had been so quiet and asked if this committee had any connection to those efforts.

Mr. McWater replied that the 197 committee has nothing to do with that matter and that if Ms. Holtzman had any questions, Margaret Hughes, a public member on the Committee representing the Lower East Side Tenement Museum, would be forthcoming in providing any information Ms. Holtzman required.

Roland Legiardi-Laura stated he was pleased to hear that the project would be fast-tracked and he wanted to know when will the project be certified?  And when will the zoning changes stop the development

Mr. Schonfeld responded that there were many variables with the timeline which DCP had to resolve including the potential upzonings, the traffic study, preparing the different zoning options, and then the environmental review process.  Then the ULURP (public process) would start and that would take 7 months.  An estimate could be a year and a half to two years.  It was noted that Delancey could take longer.

Mr. Schonfeld continued to explain that if shovels are not in the ground then the development will be stopped when the City Council approves the rezoning.  

Joseph Cunin of the Lower East Business Improvement District asked if the Board planned to do further outreach to property owners. Mr. McWater responded that the Board did not have resources for further outreach and that the BID could inform property owners.

Mr. Berman noted that patchwork zonings did occur and that in the West Village mid-blocks were rezoned.  Although we don’t want to see a delay because of Third and Fourth Avenues it would be helpful to see if move as quickly as possible.

Marci Reaven asked if DPC will keep in frequent touch with the Community Board to which Mr. Schonfeld responded that he will coordinate with David McWater to either set up meetings or come to the board to give presentations.

Mr. McWater asked whether the rezoning will also involve Landmarking creating an inventory of potential buildings to designate.  Mr. Schonfeld indicated that the processes of designation are different but working together on this area could be explored and he would talk to the Landmarks Preservation Commission.  Mr. Ropiac noted that very few buildings are designated in this area.

Mr Epstein proposed and Damaris Reyes seconded.
 
MOTION:  We need to move forward and hire professional planners and work with the Borough President’s office to develop a proposal so that by next month we have a planning memo on Third and Fourth Avenues.
 
YES:    10           No:       0                           Abstain:   0
 
Mr. Bartlett asked that the Department of City Planning analyze Delancey and Houston Streets for soft sites and if there is a controversy over Delancey Avenue that may have to be broken out for consensus while the midblocks are moved on.. He also requested that the community facility bonus be eliminated.  Mr. Bartlett noted that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) or the Environmental Assessment (EA) can delay the process by six months.

Mr. McWater noted that we had 100% consensus on the committee level to move forward and that we had public members representing Good Old Lower East side, City Lore, Lower East Side Tenement Museum, Cooper Square Mutual Housing, Greenwich Village Society for Preservation, and East Village Community Coalition and that many of the Community Board 3 meetings have been almost unanimous in their support for the rezoning.  

Mr. Epstein asked when the analysis of the soft sides would be made available to the community. Mr. Schonfeld indicated that he will have them by the next meting.

Mr. Epstein then reminded Mr. Schonfeld that the Community Board was interested in Inclusionary Zoning.  Mr. Schonfeld responded that in order to understand what IZ bonus would like we want to model bonuses.

Mr. Epstein asked about the Anti-Harassment provision which has been done in Williamsburg and the Clinton Special District.  Mr. Schonfeld indicated that there had been preliminary discussions and that the anti harassment provisions have been used in areas with significant development and not in areas rezoned for contextual zoning.

Carlos Gonzalez asked if the rezoning impacted Seward Park Urban Renewal Area and it was indicated that it did not.

Mr. McWater proposed. ? Seconded

MOTION:  Reach out to Community Board 2 to begin conversation on Bowery

YES:  9

No:  0


Abstain:  0

Mr. McWater notified the committee that the Borough President’s office has committed a planner to the board and that this will help us create a 197 a plan.  He asked that the committee bring ideas so that we are not limited by his vision.

Jason Nagel asked when will the planner by available. Brian Cook from the Borough President’s office responded that budgets are still being worked on but if the Borough President had committed to this, it would happen.  Mr. Cook committed to getting copies of 197a plans for the committee.

Mr. Bartlett stated that it was important for the Department of City Planning and the Borough President’s office to help us look at the midblocks which are residentially zoned in the Third and Fourth Avenue area and determine if we could makes bars and restaurants a 6b use group

Mr. Schonfeld responded that this requires a change in legislative text and has citywide implications.  The only time such a change was made was very adult use and the City is still involved in lawsuits due to that text change.  It was noted that the change could be limited to south of 14th Street.  Mr. McWater asked Mr. Bartlett to present on this matter further for the next meeting.

