197a Plan Task Force
Tuesday August 23, 2005 – 6:30 PM

Community Board #3 Office

59 E. 4th Street

Members Present: David McWater, Chair, Harvey Epstein, Herman Hewitt, Lisa Kaplan, Barden Prisant, Richard Ropiak.  Excused:  Lois Regan and Sam Wilkenfeld.  Absent: Anthony Feliciano, Jason Nagel.  Other members of CB#3 Harry Weider, Bob Ortiz.

Public Officials Representatives:  Jessica Ashenberg SA Silver, Adelaide Connaughton, CC Lopez.  

Approximately 20 members of the public attended.

McWater called the meeting to order at approximately 6:40.  He stated that the purpose of the meeting was for the members to establish the goals for their work and a plan of action.  He reminded the committee that at the first meeting there seemed to be agreement that there was a window of opportunity with City Planning to get something adopted to guide future development.  He reminded the committee of the $50,000 allocation made available by CC Lopez to assist with our work.  

A brainstorming began about possible approaches for the committee.  The following were mentioned:
· Adopt the Zoning Task Force Plan of 2003

· Do a new 197a plan

· Adopt the EVCC plan 

· Pursue a new zoning change

· Include inclusionary zoning

· Include anti-harassment provisions

There was consensus that the loophole that exists in the current zoning regarding community facilities must be addressed.    

Consensus also emerged that it would be more expedient to pursue a zoning change than work on a more comprehensive plan (ie 197a) at this time.  Based on discussions with the Department of City Planning (DCP), it seemed clear that defining the area and terms of the zoning change so that there was unanimous community and elected official’s support was the only way to make sure that we would gain DCP support and speedy enactment.  
Andrew Berman spoke about the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation’s work to get a zoning change for the Far West Village.   He reported that the measure was about to be certified and that the largely successful process had taken less than 18 mo.   
Ivan Schonfeld from the Dept. of City Planning (DCP) said that the agency wish to be supportive to the CB#3 Zoning Task Force and will provide us resources we need to accomplish our goals.  

Frank Fish of BFJ Planning spoke about the firm’s general experience with community plans and summarized the work they had done on the East Village Community Coalition (EVCC) plan.  He stated that under the NYC Charter community boards had special powers to get plans/zoning changes adopted, and that EVCC was eager that CB#3 would include their plan in our work.

Aaron Sosnick of EVCC urged the Task Force to move quickly and stated that EVCC could assist with resources.

Rob Hollander spoke on the proliferation of bars in the neighborhood. 
Anna Sawaryn stated her opposition to any plan that rezoned St. Marks as commercial.
Rebecca Moore was also concerned about the proliferation of bars and the congestion that commercial uses were creating on Houston St. and its surroundings.

The Task Force members discussed the issue of how zoning could be used to control bars, and with information provided from DCP consensus was reached that zoning would be a difficult and very long-term way to deal with the problem.
A motion was made (Prisant/Ropiak) to work toward the establishment of a zoning change within CB#3 that would:

· Preserve the residential character of the neighborhood;
· Preserve its current scale and mid-rise character;
· Establish a district more in keeping with current planning principals of contextural design;
· Preserve the mixed income character of the neighborhood through the use of inclusionary zoning;
· Eliminate the opportunity for community facility overdevelopment allowed under the current zoning.  
The motion passed unanimously.

A discussion ensued regarding the definition of the area which should be included in our first effort.  After considerable discussion the following motion was made:(Prisant/Hewitt) The area that should be included in the first rezoning proposal should be (inclusive of the street frontages) the north side of E. 13th Street, the west side of Avenue D, the north side of Houston St., the west side of Pitt Street, the north side of Delancey Street, the east side of Essex Street, the north side of Grand Street, the east side of Bowery and the west side of Third Avenue.  

The motion passed unanimously.

It was agreed that this would go to a vote at the Sept. meeting of the full board but this committee would meet again in Sept.  It was agreed that at the Task Force meeting in Sept. we would discuss other longer term issues that we would also like to tackle. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15.
