197a Plan Task Force

Wednesday July 13, 2005 – 6:30 PM

Community Board #3 Office

59 E. 4th Street

Present- David McWater (chair), Barden Prisant, Lois Regan, Sam Wilkenfeld

Other members- Bob Ortiz, Harry Weider, Verina Reich

Reps: Z. Bommer  (Silver)

City Planning called and cancelled their attendance.

A presentation on the work of Place Matter was offered.  (placematters.net)

It is a six-year project conducted in affiliation with City Lore to identify locales of particular significance. 

They have a master map with approx. 600 locations. 

They would like to do more in CB3.

Very few they identify are actually landmarked.

Their activities include:

1) surveying in the neighborhoods and conducting community focus projects.

2) organizing public forums

3) producing publications

4) direct advocacy

They agreed to distribute their nominations forms (whereby they are notified of sites of potential interest) at CB3 meetings.

Andrew Berman noted that even though SoHo is architecturally landmarked, its character has nevertheless entirely changed; hence, architectural landmarking does not always preserve a neighborhood’s character.

He also noted that it “is good to get buildings on the National register”, but it is sort of honorific.

It is not as effective as landmarking, he concluded.
