
 
 
August 17, 2010 
 
 
John Sexton  
President, New York University  
Bobst Library  
70 Washington Square South  
New York, New York 10012  
 
 
Dear President Sexton,  
 
On August 9th, Community Board 2 Manhattan started our review of the proposals in NYU 2031 
that will be coming before us in the coming months as part of the Landmarks and ULURP 
processes. 
 
We appreciate that the University made its staff available for this initial presentation and 
answered questions from the Community Board and the larger public. This is an essential part of 
the process, and we will continue to request your participation at future meetings. 
 
As I outlined in my July 15th letter to you, we asked that the University explain the proposed 
projects for the Washington Square core, and to justify those uses in this area.  

Members of my Board and the larger community were disappointed and frustrated that the 
evening left many unanswered questions.  Therefore, I am requesting written responses to the 
outstanding issues outlined below: 
 

• Please detail the criteria the University utilizes to site certain uses and additional square 
footage in the Washington Square core. 
 

• The plan proposes four large, new buildings in the two residential superblocks.  What is 
the total square footage for each building, both above and below grade? What is the 
square footage broken down by specific uses within the building and what is proposed for 
each floor? Most importantly, please explain the University’s justification for locating 
these buildings and uses in the Washington Square core. 
 



 2 

• You have identified other buildings to the east and north of Washington Square Park 
where you have remaining FAR.  Which buildings are they, and how much additional 
square footage are you seeking in each?  Is this FAR currently as-of-right, or are you 
planning that it will be part of the ULURP application? 

 
• The University has four projects in the area that have recently been completed or are 

currently under construction, and has indicated that they are counted against the total 
square footage proposed for the core.  Please outline how each project has reduced that 
total, and include any forfeited FAR in the calculations. 

 
• What is the current permanent population represented by NYU faculty and administrators 

in the core, and what is the transient student population? What are your projections for 
increases in both populations? 

 
When the planning process began four years ago, you were the first to define this area as a 
“fragile eco-system,” recognizing that the growth of the University cannot overwhelm the 
historic character of the area or negatively impact the quality of life for the long term residential 
and business communities. 
 
We would like to receive specific answers to the above questions, as soon as possible.  This is 
the information we need at the beginning of the process, in order to fairly evaluate the many 
actions that will come before us as part of the Landmarks and ULURP applications.  
 
Thank you for your attention, and we appreciate your prompt response.  Please feel free to 
contact me anytime. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jo Hamilton, Chair 
 
 

c: Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
Rep. Jerrold L. Nadler 

 Speaker Christine C. Quinn 
 Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer 
 NYS Senator Thomas K. Duane 
 NYS Assembly Member Deborah J. Glick 
 NYC Council Member Margaret Chin 
 NYC Council Member Rosie Mendez 


