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October 5, 2011

Adrian Benepe, Commissioner

NYC Department of Parks & Recreation
The Arsenal/Central Park

830 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Commissioner Benepe:

At its Full Board Committee meeting on September 22, 2011, Community Board #2, Manhattan
adopted the following resolution:

A resolution opposing a proposal for a promotional special event in Washington
Square Park.

Whereas New York City & Company presented a proposal for an event to be held in Washington
Square on September 21%, from 11AM to 7 PM.; and

Whereas the event would include temporary placement of a shipping container allowing the public to
be photographed with a SyFy network branded Halloween background; and

Whereas the shipping container will be branded on all sides; and

Whereas the sponsors intend to distribute branded cards with Syfy show information, Hershey’s
candy, and individually wrapped mini-chocolates;

Whereas the primary purpose of the event was stated to be promotional, with free photos being the
only public purpose; and

Whereas no contribution will be made to the park or any other entity; and

Whereas CB2 has traditionally opposed promotion use of Washington Square Park as downgrading
the acclaimed status of the park and establishing precedents that are likely to be copied by others due
to the iconic setting;

Therefore it is resolved that CB2 opposes granting of this application and encourages the
applicants to relocate their event.

Vote: Unanimous, with 40 Board members in favor.

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.



Sincerely,
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Brad Hoylman, Chair Tobi Bergman, Chair

Community Board #2, Manhattan Parks, Recreation & Open Space Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan
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c: Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman
Hon. Thomas K. Duane, NY State Senator
Hon. Daniel L. Squadron, NY State Senator
Hon. Sheldon Silver, Assembly Speaker
Hon. Deborah J. Glick, Assembly Member
Hon. Christine C. Quinn, Council Speaker
Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member
Hon. Rosie Mendez, Council Member
Sandy Myers, CB2 liaison, Man. Borough President’s office
Pauline Yu, CAU



