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September 25, 2013

Margaret Forgione

Manhattan Borough Commissioner
NYC Department of Transportation
59 Maiden Lane, 35" Floor

New York, NY 10038

Dear Manhattan Borough Commissioner Forgione:

At its Full Board meeting September 24, 2013, Community Board #2, adopted the following
resolution:

Resolution in support of Alternate Side Parking (street cleaning rules) on the north and south
sides of Spring St. bet. Washington and Greenwich Sts. and on the south side of Spring St. bet.
Renwick and Hudson Sts.

Whereas current parking regulations on Spring St. between Greenwich and Washington Sts. (on
both sides) specify No Parking, Monday — Friday, 10 a.m — 6 p.m., and between Greenwich and
Hudson Sts., No Parking, Monday — Friday, 8 a.m. — 6 p.m. (on both sides) restrictions that
originally were for accommodating industrial activities, many of which are now gone; and

Whereas some commercial and industrial activities remain, the neighborhood is becoming more
and more residential, and residents are requesting that these outdated No Parking regulations be
replaced with alternate side parking/street cleaning rules to accommodate their needs; and

Whereas letters of support for alternate side parking (street cleaning rules) on both sides of Spring
St. bet. Greenwich and Washington Sts. and on Spring St.’s south side bet. Renwick and Hudson
Sts. have been submitted by residents in the surrounding buildings there (such as 505 Greenwich
St., 533 Canal St., and a full petition from the residents of 330 Spring St.) and more are expected to
come; and

Whereas illegal placard parking on Spring St. bet. Renwick and Hudson Sts. now fills the gap
created by these No Parking rules in place of providing for legal community-serving activities
there;



Therefore be it resolved that Community Board 2, Manhattan (CB2) supports the installation of
Alternate Side Parking (street cleaning rules) on the north and south sides of Spring St. bet.
Washington and Greenwich Sts. and on the south side of Spring St. bet. Renwick and Hudson Sts.

Vote: Unanimous, with 38 Board members in favor.

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,
\:% N\}\/\ S’MQ_‘)_L/ &{L&/wﬁé’k’
David Gruber, Chair Shirley Secunda, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Traffic & Transportation Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan
DG/jrm
c Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman

Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator

Hon. Deborah Glick, Assembly member

Hon. Christine Quinn, Council Speaker

Hon. Scott Stringer, Manhattan Borough President
Pauline Yu, Community Assistance Unit
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September 25, 2013

Margaret Forgione

Manhattan Borough Commissioner
NYC Department of Transportation
59 Maiden Lane, 35" Floor

New York, NY 10038

Dear Manhattan Borough Commissioner Forgione:

At its Full Board meeting September 24, 2013, Community Board #2, adopted the following
resolution:

Resolution in support of proposal by Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral to plan
enhancements for Jersey St. bet. Mulberry and Lafayette Sts. and Mulberry St. bet. E.
Houston and Prince Sts.

Whereas Mulberry St. bet. E. Houston and Prince Sts. and Jersey St. bet. Mulberry and Lafayette
Sts. are in a dingy, dilapidated state, treated almost as forgotten streets, although they contain a
great number of beautiful and noteworthy landmark buildings and sites, are the setting where many
significant historic events have taken place, and once served as the lively center of life for an active
Italian-American community and other immigrant groups; and

Whereas the Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral has been working for several years to restore
this area as a thriving center for community life and culture, through concerts and other
entertainment, art exhibitions, public space improvements and educational programs; and

Whereas the Basilica is proposing to develop a plan to enhance and revitalize this area by
improving the streetscape, adding amenities such as plantings, lighting and seating, and utilizing
historic and other handsome materials, in essence, creating a visually attractive, truly welcoming
community place that serves residents, workers and visitors; and

Whereas the initial concept for this plan includes street and roadbed enhancements for Mulberry
St., with the possibility of bulb-out corners at certain locations to promote shorter crossings for
pedestrian safety, a dedicated loading zone on the west side of the street to accommodate freight
access for the Puck Building, with Mulberry open to traffic, while a pedestrian plaza is envisioned
for Jersey St. to provide safe access for library users, especially children, and a space for



community gatherings, such as children’s story hours and other events to bring people together;
and

Whereas the Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral is seeking support for this project from the
NYC Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Plaza Program, which provides guidance and
financial help to develop such plans. In this case, the plan would be fashioned in concert with
Community Board 2, Manhattan (CB2) through a process that involves the community in shaping
the design and elements for improving these streets, in keeping with the Plaza Program’s
requirements; and

Whereas a large number of letters in support of the proposed project were received from local
residents, business people, cultural, educational and other non-profit institutions, property owners
and elected officials, and several residents came in person to express their support (including a
representative from the Broadway Residents Coalition who praised the Basilica’s Monsignor
Sakano for his helpfulness to the community);

Therefore be it resolved that Community Board 2, Manhattan (CB2) fully supports the proposal
by the Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral to plan enhancements for Jersey St. bet. Mulberry
and Lafayette Sts. and Mulberry St. bet. E. Houston and Prince Sts. and encourages DOT’s Plaza
Program to approve and provide financial support to carry out this important project; and

Be it further resolved that CB2 looks forward to working with the Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old
Cathedral and DOT in outreaching to the community, conducting community input, planning
enhancements and helping fulfill the vision for a pedestrian friendly community place.

Vote: Unanimous, with 38 Board members in favor.

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,
% M/\ MQQL/ &,{Ltwﬁé/\—«
David Gruber, Chair Shirley Secunda, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Traffic & Transportation Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan
DG/jrm
c Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman

Hon. Daniel L. Squadron, NY State Senator

Hon. Sheldon Silver, Assembly Speaker

Hon. Deborah Glick, Assembly member

Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member

Hon. Scott Stringer, Manhattan Borough President
Pauline Yu, Community Assistance Unit
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September 25, 2013

Margaret Forgione

Manhattan Borough Commissioner
NYC Department of Transportation
59 Maiden Lane, 35" Floor

New York, NY 10038

Dear Manhattan Borough Commissioner Forgione:

At its Full Board meeting September 24, 2013, Community Board #2, adopted the following
resolution:

Resolution in support of co-naming the northwest corner of Washington P1. and 6™ Ave.
(Ave. of the Americas) Sgt. Charles H. Cochrane Way (after Sgt. Charles H. Cochrane
(NYPD), co-founder of Gay Officer Action League (G.0O.A.L.)).

Whereas up to 1981, the NYC Police Department (NYPD) didn’t recognize the presence of gay
officers in the department, a distressing situation in which gay officers were afraid of coming out in
fear of losing their jobs and being endangered physically; and

Whereas at a City Council hearing in 1981 concerning the “Human Rights Law,” although the
NYPD denied the existence of gay officers, Sgt. Charles H. Cochrane of the NYPD stepped up and
testified that he was gay and confirmed the existence of gay cops, a heroic action at a time when
highly discriminatory attitudes threatened gay rights; and

Whereas as a result of this hearing and Sgt. Cochrane’s revelation, in 1981 Sgt. Cochrane formed
the Gay Officer Action League (G.O.A.L.), the first Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Law
Enforcement Group in the United States, which set the pattern for establishing G.O.A.L. chapters

that now exist in every major police department in the U.S. and helped advance civil rights issues

in relation to sexual orientation; and

Whereas the first G.O.A.L. meeting took place at St. Joseph’s Church on 6™ Ave. (Ave. of the
Americas) and Washington P1. within the Manhattan South district in which Sgt. Cochrane was
serving and in Greenwich Village where he lived, a location deemed to be a safe place, although



even there this initial meeting was kept secret for fear of losing police jobs in the environment that
existed at the time; and

Whereas G.O.A.L. has requested that the northwest corner of Washington Pl. and 6™ Ave. (Ave. of
the Americas) (on the block bet. 6™ Ave. and Barrow St.) be co-named Sgt. Charles H. Cochrane
Way in recognition of Sgt. Cochrane’s achievements in promoting gay rights, at this particularly
significant location where G.O.A.L. was initiated by Sgt. Cochrane; and

Whereas this request completely meets Community Board No. 2 Manhattan’s (CB2) Street Co-
Naming Guidelines, including the submission of a petition with signatures of residents on the block
in favor of the proposed co-naming, an information sheet outlining Sgt. Cochrane’s courageous
actions and service to the community as a member of NYPD, and numerous letters from residents,
police comrades, and members of the LGBT community attesting to Sgt. Cochrane’s
accomplishments and supporting the co-naming;

Therefore be it resolved that CB2 fully supports the co-naming of the northwest corner of
Washington Pl. and 6™ Ave. (Ave. of the Americas) Sgt. Charles H. Cochrane Way.

Vote: Unanimous, with 38 Board members in favor.

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,
\:% M/\ 5 é !&_QQL/ &{Lt/@zé’\—'
David Gruber, Chair Shirley Secunda, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Traffic & Transportation Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan
DG/jrm
c Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman

Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator

Hon. Deborah Glick, Assembly member

Hon. Christine Quinn, Council Speaker

Hon. Scott Stringer, Manhattan Borough President
Pauline Yu, Community Assistance Unit
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September 25, 2013

Thomas F. Prendergast, Chairman
MTA NYC Transit Authority

2 Broadway

New York, NY 10004

Dear Chairman Prendergast:

At its Full Board meeting September 24, 2013, Community Board #2, adopted the following
resolution:

Whereas MTA NYC Transit presented a revision of their proposal for a new bus route on the far
west side of Manhattan designed to go from Houston St. to 59" St. that in Community Board 2
Manhattan (CB2) would cover the area of Houston to 14™ Sts. with a layover on Houston St. west of
Washington St., and a turnaround to Clarkson and West Sts. where the uptown route begins, first

heading east over to Hudson St., going north there, and returning south by way of Washington St.;
and

Whereas the proposed northern route on Hudson St. jogging northeast on 8" Ave. to 14" St.
duplicates the route of the M20 bus, a completely unnecessary redundancy that negates the far west
north-south access that the new route is supposed to offer in CB2, while the turn west on 14" St.
from the added and unneeded easterly 8" Ave./14™ St. route location duplicates (again
unnecessarily) access provided by the M11 and M 14D buses; and

Whereas Washington St. is extremely narrow (even narrower than Greenwich St.) and often prone
to congestion, having a single lane of traffic, a bicycle path, bicycle racks, truck traffic from two
major depots, UPS and FedEx (soon to be joined by garbage trucks from the new Dept. of
Sanitation facility) as well as commuter traffic using the street as a major route to the Holland
Tunnel, and also has crowded, narrow sidewalks, many on the west side no wider than 4.5 and 5
feet, none more than 10 feet wide (surely unable to accommodate bus shelters or even just people
waiting for the bus), and small, fragile, old houses porous to noise and sensitive to extra rumbling,
an environment that cannot handle the exacerbated traffic flow obstructions, noise, risk to pedestrian
safety, unhealthy exhaust fumes and pollution that the proposed bus route would bring; and

Whereas there has been no community request or expression of need for the proposed bus service
below 14" St., and a large contingent of community people came to voice their unanimous



opposition to implementation of such a service (one that previously was rejected in a community
petition with over 200 signatures); and

Whereas several community residents in the area pointed out, contrary to MTA NYCT’s claim that
new population there merits the proposed bus service, that new residents there are predominantly
young and wealthy, a population group that doesn’t use buses or need them; they use car services
and cabs; and

Whereas several community residents indicated that, should their preference for eliminating the
proposed bus service below 14" St. go unheeded, the only possible route they could entertain would
be on West St., i.e. northbound with connections to crosstown buses and subways and southbound
as a limited stop “select bus service” (or both north- and southbound as express bus service), which
at least would provide convenient access along the Hudson River Park waterfront and a real far
westerly route; and

Whereas CB2 courteously thanks MTA NYC Transit for its intention to restore weekend service for
the M8 bus in April 2014 and welcomes that prospect, there are several other necessary routes in
this area that were removed and still await restoration, routes that previously served (and should be
restored to serve) older and other dependent populations who have difficulty reaching alternative,
less accessible routes. These include: (1) the need to bring back the long established M3 bus route
to University P1. where it traveled north to 14" St. after turning up from 9" St. until a few years ago,
when M3 northbound service in this area was rerouted along 4™ Ave. from 8" St. during the budget
crisis, unnecessarily duplicating the M1 and M2 bus service already there; (2) the need to restore the
M1 and M6 bus routes in SoHo going uptown along Lafayette St. to provide access to Union Sq.
and transfers there; (3) the need to restore M8 bus service in late evenings. At a time when many
other bus routes are now being returned, the restoration of these routes should take precedence over
instituting a new, unwanted, unneeded and much more costly route like the one proposed;

Therefore be it resolved that CB2 thanks MTA NYC Transit for preparing and presenting a revised
proposal for a new north-south bus route for the far west side of Manhattan; and

Be it further resolved that CB2 opposes implementation of the route proposed as well as any new
far west north-south bus route in general below 14" St.; and

Be it further resolved that should the community’s preference for eliminating the proposed bus
service below 14" St. go unheeded, CB2 asks that the far west north-south bus route go in both
directions on West St. (from 14" to Houston Sts.) as a limited stop “select bus service” or go
northbound with connections to crosstown buses and subways and southbound as a limited stop
“select bus service” with a stop near 14" or 13" St., i.e., the Whitney Museum; and

Be it finally resolved that CB2 urges MTA NYC Transit to give priority for allocating resources to
restoring crucial bus routes that the community has been requesting to be brought back
continuously, including the M3 bus route between University P1. and 14" St., the M1 and M6 bus
routes in SoHo going uptown along Lafayette St. and M8 bus service in late evenings, before
considering new bus routes, especially the one proposed on the far west side below 14" St. that
nobody seems to need or want.

Vote: Unanimous, with 38 Board members in favor.

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.



Sincerely,

% M/\ g_@g oy $& crerelen

David Gruber, Chair Shirley Secunda, Chair

Community Board #2, Manhattan Traffic & Transportation Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan

DG/jrm

c Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman

Hon. Daniel L. Squadron, NY State Senator

Hon. Deborah Glick, Assembly member

Hon. Margaret Forgione, Manhattan Borough Commissioner
Hon. Christine Quinn, Council Speaker

Hon. Scott Stringer, Manhattan Borough President

Pauline Yu, Community Assistance Unit



