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October 22, 2012 

 John Howard, MD, Director 
National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health 
395 E. Street, S.W. 
Suite 9200 
Patriots Plaza Building 
Washington, DC  20201 
 
Dear Mr. Howard: 
 
At its Full Board meeting October 18, 2012, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution: 

Resolution in Support for World Trade Center Pediatric Study Proposal “Early Identification of WTC 
Conditions in Adolescents” 

WHEREAS:  The James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act (the “Zadroga Act”) creates the World 
Trade Center Health Program within the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH), to provide specialized treatment to responders and survivors, including children who 
resided or attended school or daycare downtown, for their WTC-related health conditions; and 

WHEREAS:  The Zadroga Act directs NIOSH to provide funding for research into the physical and mental 
health impacts of the WTC disaster on all exposed populations; and 

WHEREAS:   Children have been the least-studied exposed population; and 

WHEREAS:   In February of 2012, at the request of Dr. John Howard, the WTC Health Program 
Administrator, the WTC Health Program’s Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee issued 
recommendations on WTC research priorities stating: “We know very little about the health 
effects of the WTC disaster on the more than 30,000 children living or attending school or 
daycare in the area. Given children's increased susceptibility to harm, especially in critical 
periods of development, it is imperative that NIOSH move quickly to support in-depth studies 
of respiratory impacts, developmental effects and endocrine disruption for this rapidly 
dispersing cohort;” and 

WHEREAS:   Since the passage of the Zadroga Act, NIOSH has solicited two separate rounds of proposals for 
its WTC research funding; and 
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WHEREAS:   The WTC Pediatric Program’s research team, which has the most knowledge of WTC pediatric 
health impacts and the strongest clinical expertise, has submitted strong proposals with broad 
community support in response to both solicitations; and  

WHEREAS:   The WTC Health Program’s Survivors Steering Committee has made repeated requests to 
NIOSH that the panel reviewing research proposals include pediatric expertise; yet, in its most 
recent review, NIOSH convened a panel lacking such expertise, raising serious questions about 
the fairness of the process; and 

WHEREAS:   NIOSH has failed to fund both proposals by the WTC Pediatric Program research team, 
including most recently “Early Identification of World Trade Center Conditions in 
Adolescents,” a study that would not only add to knowledge about post-9/11 respiratory, 
cardiovascular and metabolic health, but would provide doctors with new tools for early 
detection of WTC health problems in adolescents; and 

WHEREAS:   Despite urging by its own scientific advisory body, by downtown parents and by the Survivors 
Steering Committee, NIOSH has chosen not to fund any research into the WTC physical health 
impacts of those exposed as children, now 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: CB #2 strongly urges NIOSH to fund “Early Identification of 
World Trade Center Conditions in Adolescents,” immediately, as an important first step toward addressing key 
knowledge gaps about the ways in 9/11 has harmed the physical health of downtown’s children, and aiding 
doctors in detecting and treating pediatric WTC health conditions, as provided for under the Zadroga Act, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:  CB#2 calls upon NIOSH to make the health of those who 
experienced 9/11 as children a research priority by funding research to arrive at a full understanding of WTC 
pediatric health impacts and to inform an excellent standard of WTC care. 

Passed: Unanimous, with 42 Board members in favor. 

 
 Sincerely,  

        
    David Gruber, Chair           Robert Ely, Chair  
    Community Board #2, Manhattan      Environment, Public Safety & Health Committee
        Community Board #2, Manhattan  
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  c:             Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman  
                  Hon. Thomas K. Duane, NY State Senator  
               Hon. Daniel L. Squadron, NY State Senator  
                  Hon. Sheldon Silver, Assembly Speaker  
                  Hon. Deborah J. Glick, Assembly Member  
                  Hon. Christine C. Quinn, Council Speaker 
                  Hon. Rosie Mendez, Council Member  
                  Hannah Friedman, Community Liaison, Man. Boro. Pres. office  
                  Pauline Yu, Community Assistance Unit 


