
 

 
 
 
May 25, 2012 
 
 
 
Hon. Michael Bloomberg    Dennis M. Walcott, Chancellor       
Mayor of the City of New York     Department of Education  
City Hall         Tweed Courthouse 
New York, NY  10007     New York, NY  10007 
            
     
Dear Mayor Bloomberg and Chancellor Walcott: 
 
At its Full Board meeting May 24, 2012, Community Board #2, adopted the following 
resolution 
 
A resolution by Community Board 2 Manhattan in support of a resolution from 
Community Education Council District 2 calling for an Independent Panel to 
Examine the State Standardized Tests  
  
WHEREAS, students in third through eighth grades are given the New York State 
Standardized Tests in English Language Arts and Mathematics not only to assess their 
learning but also to determine their grade promotion status and for middle school and 
high school admissions; and  
  
WHEREAS, the test scores from these tests are the primary metric of the accountability 
system, in which not only students’ achievement but also teachers’ performance and 
schools’ quality are judged by the scores; and  
  
WHEREAS, this year’s tests contained numerous errors, such as nonsensical questions 
following an obscure passage, no correct answers, and translation errors, prompting the 
NY State Education Department to discount as many as 30 questions from scoring; and  
  
 
 



 
 
WHEREAS, the integrity of the tests is further undermined by reports from educators,  
administrators and students on the nature of some of the questions, which seemed to be 
designed to “trip up” students rather than test their knowledge or skills; and  
  
WHEREAS, the tests were developed by a new contractor, Pearson, which was awarded 
a five- year contract for $32 million; and  
 
WHEREAS, the NY State Education Department has maintained that the tests are still 
valid and the scores will be used in the usual manner; and  
  
WHEREAS, while our students, teachers and administrators will be held accountable 
based on this year’s test scores, the same accountability standard does not seem to be 
applied to Pearson, which is allowed to maintain its contract with the State without much 
reprimand; and  
  
WHEREAS, the Manhattan Borough President, Scott Stringer, has urged the NY State 
Education Department to establish an independent panel of testing experts to conduct a 
thorough review of the tests from this year and examine the validity of the scores as well 
as the purposes for which the scores are used; and  
  
WHEREAS, the Manhattan Borough President also calls for Pearson to fund such an  
independent panel;   
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Community Board 2 Manhattan fully supports 
CECD 2 and the Manhattan Borough President in urging the NY State Education 
Department to establish an independent panel and Pearson to fund such a panel; and  
 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CB 2 Manhattan requests that 
such a panel include not only testing experts but also teachers, administrators and parent 
advocates; and   
  
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the CB2 Manhattan requests that such 
a panel conduct a review of all the questions in this year’s tests in English Language Arts 
and Math to ascertain whether they can truly assess students’ learning.   
  
Vote: Unanimous, with 43 Board members in favor. 

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.  

  

Sincerely,           

          

Brad Hoylman, Chair            Lois Rakoff, Chair  
Community Board #2, Manhattan        Social Services and Education   
           Community Board #2, Manhattan  
 



 

 

BH/gh  

  

c:         Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman  
   Hon. Thomas K. Duane, NY State Senator  
            Hon. Daniel L. Squadron, NY State Senator  
            Hon. Sheldon Silver, Assembly Speaker  
            Hon. Deborah J. Glick, Assembly Member  
            Hon. Christine C. Quinn, Council Speaker 
            Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 
            Hon. Rosie Mendez, Council Member  
          Hon. Robert Jackson, Council Member 
  Jessica Silver, Manhattan Borough President’s office  
            Pauline Yu, Community Assistance Unit 
            Shino Tanikawa, President, CECD2



 
 
 
May 25, 2012 
 
 
Hon. Michael Bloomberg      Hon. Jessica Lappin, 
Mayor of the City of New York        Council Member 
City Hall                330 East 63rd Street 
New York, NY  10007        Suite 1K 
                       New York, NY 10065 
 
Dear Mayor Bloomberg and Council Member Lappin: 
 
At its Full Board meeting May 24, 2012, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution 
 
A resolution from CB2 calling for $26 million in restorations to senior services  
funded through the Department for the Aging  
  
WHEREAS, senior citizens are an especially vulnerable population, and many senior citizens are  
entirely dependent on social services to provide them with their basic necessities, such as case  
managers for homebound seniors who are above the Medicaid level and not eligible for  
government services, social adult day care which serve seniors with special needs such as  
Alzheimer's Disease and protection from abuse; and,  
  
WHEREAS, New York City already designates a smaller percentage of its budget to senior  
programs than it does to other populations; and,  
  
WHEREAS, since 2008, the Department for the Aging (DFTA) has sustained $51 million in cuts  
in funding for important services that support older adults; and,  
  
WHEREAS, these services directly impact the quality of the lives of senior citizens and those of  
their families, friends and neighbors in our community; and,  
 
WHEREAS, protecting senior services is about our community’s and New York City’s future  
because the fastest growing segment of the city’s population is now 85+ and the elderly  
population is expected to grow by 50% over the next two decades; and,  
 
 



WHEREAS, homebound elderly, an invisible population, with an average age of 85 and annual  
income of $12,000-$20,000 a year, rely on assistance from case managers who labor under  
extraordinarily high caseloads of 90, up from 70 due to previous cuts; and,  
 
WHEREAS, an increasing number of elder abuse victims are seeking assistance while funding is  
threatened every year; and,  
 
WHEREAS, funding for Social Adult Day Care programs for people with special needs such as  
Alzheimer’s provide much needed respite to overwhelmed family caregivers and was totally  
eliminated two years ago; and  
 
WHEREAS, cutting funds for senior services leads to increased incidents of costly  
hospitalizations and visits to emergency room visits and makes it more difficult for seniors to  
remain in their homes, where care costs on average $13,000 a year, one-tenth the cost of care in a  
nursing home; and  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Manhattan Community Board 2 urges Mayor Michael  
Bloomberg, all of the members of our City Council and CB2’s State and Federal Public Officials  
to work together to find ways to restore $26 million of senior services in both its Baseline  
Budget and its Discretionary Funds, so that senior citizens can continue to receive these life  
sustaining services.  
 
Vote: Unanimous, with 43 Board members in favor. 

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.  

 

Sincerely,        

              

Brad Hoylman, Chair                Lois Rakoff, Chair  
Community Board #2, Manhattan          Social Services and Education     
                    Community Board #2, Manhattan  
BH/gh  

  

c:         Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman  
   Hon. Thomas K. Duane, NY State Senator  
            Hon. Daniel L. Squadron, NY State Senator  
            Hon. Sheldon Silver, Assembly Speaker  
            Hon. Deborah J. Glick, Assembly Member  
            Hon. Christine C. Quinn, Council Speaker 
            Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 
            Hon. Rosie Mendez, Council Member  
           Hon. Carolyn B. Maloney, Council Member 
   Jessica Silver, Manhattan Borough President’s office  
             Pauline Yu, Community Assistance Unit 
     Verna Arthur, Community Liason, Dept. of the Aging



 
 

 
 
May 25, 2012 
 
 
 
Hon. Michael Bloomberg    Dennis M. Walcott, Chancellor       
Mayor of the City of New York     Department of Education  
City Hall         Tweed Courthouse 
New York, NY  10007     New York, NY  10007 
                
Dear Mayor Bloomberg and Chancellor Walcott: 
 
At its Full Board meeting May 24, 2012, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution 
 
A resolution by Community Board 2 Manhattan in support of a resolution from Community 
Education Council District 2 against High-Stakes Testing 
 
WHEREAS, our nation's future well-being relies on a high-quality public education system that 
prepares all students for college, careers, citizenship and lifelong learning, and strengthens the nation's 
social and economic well-being; and  
 
WHEREAS, our nation's school systems have been spending growing amounts of time, money and 
energy on high-stakes standardized testing, scores from which are used to make major decisions 
affecting individual students, educators and schools; and  
 
WHEREAS, the over-reliance on high-stakes standardized testing in state and federal accountability 
systems is undermining educational quality and equity in U.S. public schools by hampering educators' 
efforts to focus on the broad range of learning experiences that promote the innovation, creativity, 
problem solving, collaboration, communication, critical thinking and deep subject-matter knowledge 
that will allow students to thrive in a democracy and an increasingly global society and economy; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is widely recognized that standardized testing is an inadequate and often unreliable 
measure of both student learning and educator effectiveness; and  
 
WHEREAS, the over-emphasis on standardized testing has caused considerable collateral damage in 
too many schools, including narrowing the curriculum, teaching to the test, reducing love of learning, 



pushing students out of school, driving excellent teachers out of the profession, and undermining 
school climate; and  
 
WHEREAS, high-stakes standardized testing has negative effects for students from all backgrounds, 
and especially for low-income students, English language learners, children of color, and those with 
special needs; and  
 
WHEREAS, the culture and structure of the systems in which students learn must change in order to 
foster engaging school experiences that promote joy in learning, depth of thought and breadth of 
knowledge for students; and 
 
WHEREAS, the excessive use of high stakes testing and its inordinate weight in determining 
promotion and other fundamental aspects of students’ progress and permanent records has been 
decried by hundreds of parent organizations, school districts, and community groups around the 
country; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Community Board 2 Manhattan joins Community 
Education Council District 2 in calling on the governor, state legislature and state education boards and 
administrators to reexamine public school accountability systems in this state, and to develop a system 
based on multiple forms of assessment which does not require extensive standardized testing, more 
accurately reflects the broad range of student learning, and is used to support students and improve 
schools; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CB 2 Manhattan calls on the U.S. Congress and 
Administration to overhaul the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, currently known as the "No 
Child Left Behind Act," reduce the testing mandates, promote multiple forms of evidence of student 
learning and school quality in accountability, and not mandate any fixed role for the use of student test 
scores in evaluating educators. 
 
Vote:  Unanimous, with 43 Board members in favor. 
 
Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.  
  
Sincerely,  
            

          
Brad Hoylman, Chair           Lois Rakoff, Chair  
Community Board #2, Manhattan        Social Services and Education    
           Community Board #2, Manhattan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
BH/gh  
  
c:         Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman  
   Hon. Thomas K. Duane, NY State Senator  
            Hon. Daniel L. Squadron, NY State Senator  
            Hon. Sheldon Silver, Assembly Speaker  
            Hon. Deborah J. Glick, Assembly Member  
            Hon. Christine C. Quinn, Council Speaker 
            Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 
            Hon. Rosie Mendez, Council Member  
          Hon. Robert Jackson, Council Member 
  Jessica Silver, Manhattan Borough President’s office  
            Pauline Yu, Community Assistance Unit 
            Shino Tanikawa, President, CECD2 

 


