
 
June 26, 2009 
 
 
Alicia Hurley, Director 
Office of Community Relations 
New York University 
25 West 4th Street 
New York, New York  10012 
 
Dear Ms. Hurley: 
 
At its Full Board meeting on June 18, 2009, Community Board #2, Manhattan, adopted the following 
resolution: 
 
Response to NYU’s  proposal to construct a new Spiritual  and Administrative Center  
 
Whereas: the Archdiocese has demolished the Catholic Church on the site ( S.E. corner of Washington 
Square South and Thompson Streets ) and  desires to build a new spiritual center for all religions on the 
campus  and  
 
Whereas: NYU having agreed that University development projects adhere to the previous established 
NYU Task Force set of Planning Principles as well as to treat developments as if they were already 
within the Greenwich Village Landmark extension area , and  
 
Whereas:   The massing of the new building, although greater than the demolished site  is in keeping 
with the approximate scale and proportions of the existing building and is generally  harmonious with 
the surrounding environment  and does not use all the FAR(bulk)  that was permitted and   
 
Whereas: The actual design of the building was  very controversial  with opinions on both sides of the 
issues  as to its viability in an historic district , bordering Washington Square Park and the landmarked 
Washington Square Arch as well as the Landmarked Judson Memorial Church and  
 
Whereas :NYU  as has  agreed to consider  the recommendation and incorporate  the concerns 
expressed in this meeting and has agreed to come back to CB2 with further plan refinements  and  
 
Whereas :NYU has met most of the  established guiding Planning  Principles as follows: (Community 
Board comments in italics ) 

 NYU /Community Planning Principles  

Identifying opportunities to decentralize facilities and actively pursuing these opportunities;  

• Contextual development that is sensitive to building heights, densities and materials; adhered to  
• Reuse before new development; not applicable 



• Consider mixed use facilities that complement Manhattan's mixed neighborhoods, particularly 
in regard to ground floor uses. adhered to as the Center will  be a multi- religions/cultural  
space 

Identify solutions to maximize utilization of existing assets by consulting with the community on: 

• The types of facilities that can be decentralized from the Village campus core and surrounding 
neighborhoods and cultivating locations outside these areas; It was felt that a spiritual center is 
appropriate  in the core  

• Preferences for appropriate places for vertical additions; adhered to 
• Encouraging programmatic and scheduling efficiencies; adhered to 
• Opening new and re-envisioning existing recreational spaces to better serve both the student 

population as well as the community at large. adhered to if the Center is opened for Community 
use 

Make thoughtful urban and architectural design a priority by: 

• Respecting the limitations of the urban environment, including the impact on New York City’s 
infrastructure; adhered to 

• Improving the quality of open spaces;  not adhered to 
• Actively soliciting, utilizing and implementing input from the community in the design process. 

adhered to only if comments are incorporated into the design . It was felt that perhaps  the 
community was presented with a basic  fait accompli as to the design as opposed to soliciting 
true input but we are taking NYU at its word that input will be utilized  

Support community sustainability by: 

• Preserving existing diverse social and economic character through the support of community 
efforts to sustain affordable housing and local retail; not applicable 

• Exploring the utilization of ground floors of buildings for community-oriented uses such as 
local retail, gallery spaces for local artists, non-profit users and other providers of community 
services; not applicable  

• Generating a tenant relocation policy for legal, residential tenants, in the event that construction 
or conversion necessitates the relocation of tenants. not applicable 

Respect the community's existing quality of life including but not limited to: 

• Taking measures to mitigate effects of construction such as: noise, dust, work hours; sound 
mitigation for mechanical equipment; and construction staging;  to be  adhered to once 
construction begins 

• Reaching out early and often for community consultation related to major construction; to be 
 adhered to once construction begins 

• Creating a website for ongoing constructions; adhered to 
• Committing to a community-oriented public process for reviewing NYU's proposed projects 

and developments. adhered to thus far 

Therefore Be It Resolved that Community Board considers the NYU plan to build a new Spiritual 
Center on the vacated lot following the bulk, height and design as presented to the community to be 
substantially consistent with the Planning Principles; and 
 
Be It Further Resolved That this expression of support is with the understanding that NYU has agreed 
as follows: 

1. Comments and concerns about design issues on this most important and historic site be 
addressed; and  



2. Construction Protocols being issued by Community Board 2 will be taken into account; 
and  

3. Additional design details such as the brick, window and façade materials and also create 
material boards so the community can see the progress will be presented to CB-2 as the 
design process progresses; and  

4. To evaluate opportunities to open the Center for community for religious activities and 
worship.  

  
Vote:  Unanimous, with 34 Board members in favor. 
 
Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution 
 
Sincerely, 

 

            
                  Brad Hoylman, Chair    David Gruber, Chair 
                 Community Board #2, Manhattan  Art & Institutions Committee    

         Community Board #2, Manhattan 
           BH/gh 

 
cc: Hon. Jerrold Nadler, Congressman  

 Hon. Thomas Duane, NY State Senator  
 Hon. Deborah Glick, Assembly Member 
 Hon. Scott Stringer, Man. Borough President  
 Hon. Christine Quinn, Council Speaker 
 Hon. Alan Jay Gerson, Council Member 
 Hon. Rosie Mendez, Council Member 

Angelica Crane, Community Board Liaison, Man., Borough President 
Lolita Jackson, Commissioner, CAU 

 
   
 


