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128 MacDougal Street 

Borough of Manhattan 

Tax Map Block 540, Lot 13 

Date: 1893 (NB 678-1893) 

Architect/Builder: George Pelham 

Original Owner: Joseph Buttenweiser 

Type: Tenement 

Style: Queen Anne with alterations 

Stories: 5 and basement 

Material(s): Brick; brownstone; terra cotta 

Special Windows: Round-arched window openings at second story 

(sashes replaced; historically contained arched upper sashes)

Signifi cant Architectural Features: Brick facade with brownstone and 

terra-cotta details including elaborate foliate bands, round-arched lin-

tels with mask keystones, hooded lintels on stylized brackets, and pan-

els and tympani with foliate details 

Alterations: Stoop removed, fi rst story window openings altered, origi-

nal main entry altered and partially fi lled in, new main residential en-

try established at basement, and details stripped and new brick facing 

installed at fi rst story (ALT 1831-1940); original cornice and pediment 

removed and replaced with castellated brick parapet (after c. 1939 tax 

photograph but prior to c. 1980s tax photograph); replaced sashes 

(one-over-one double-hung sashes present in c. 1939 tax photograph); 

screen windows; lights and conduit at new residential entry; conduit at 

second story; mailbox to north of new residential entry; awnings and 

commercial signage at storefronts; roll-down gates at storefronts; ATM 

affi xed to facade at fi rst story at northern end of facade; projecting se-

curity camera at fi rst story at northern end of facade

Building Notes: This “old law” tenement was constructed under the 

same New Building application as 126 MacDougal Street, which was 

nearly identical in appearance at the time of construction. The basement 

apartments were converted into storefronts in 1965 (ALT 590-1965). 

Site Features: Partially below grade commercial entries

West Facade: Designed (historic, painted) 

Stoop: Removed 

Door(s): Replaced primary door 

Windows: Replaced 

Storefront(s): Altered 

Cornice: Removed 

Sidewalk Material(s): Concrete 

Curb Material(s): Concrete with metal edge 

North Facade: Not designed (historic) 

Facade Notes: Red brick



The existing building at 128 MacDougal Street 

was built in the Queen Anne style (1893-94 

George Pelham). 

The proposed work includes:

1. 

Modifying the existing storefront facade. The all 

glass-facade will be removed and replaced with 

a reclaimed oak wood facade with bi-fold win-

dows and a reclaimed wood door 

2.

The brick around the storefront area and the 

residential entrance area will be cleaned, sand-

ed, excess grout removed and painted red, to 

match the red banding at every fl oor

3.

A new 12” high wood signage will be added 

above the storefront.  The width of the sign will 

be the same as the width of the storefront. The 

sign will be mounted on the facade

4.

Two new exterior light fi xtures will be added. All 

conduits will be concealed

5.

The exterior stair support on the south side will 

be modifi ed to remove the triangulated leg and 

relocated it on the side in order to allow for sig-

nage installation 
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