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COMMUNITY BOARD 12’s PUBLIC SAFETY Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, November 2nd, 2016 

Opening 
The regular meeting of COMMUNITY BOARD 12’s PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE was called to order at 7:12pm on Wednesday, November 
2, 2016, in the George Washington Educational Campus Library, 569 
Audubon Ave, by Arlene Schulman, Chair. 

Present 
Public Safety Committee: Arlene Schulman, Chair; Javier Trejo, 
Assistant Chair; Katherine Diaz, Richard Lewis, Natalie Espino, and 
Public Member Rasheed Young. 

Absent: Isidro Medina, Rud Morales 

Transit District 3: Lt. Dominick Fonti, P.O Damieon Frey (Transit) 

34th Precinct: Lt. Warren Tom, P.O Matt Pena (34th) 

33rd Precinct: Sgt. Josue Perez, P.O. Danny Guzman  

FDNY: Battalion Chief Chris Richie  

Manhattan DA’s office: Joselinne Minaya, Director, Washington 
Heights and Inwood office 

Public: Nayma Silver, Project Beauty Experience (final 10-15 minutes) 

Minutes: Rasheed Young 

 

Agenda 
How Safe Are Our Schools? 

 

Welcome, Arlene Schulman, Chair 

Opening Remarks - Javier Trejo, Principal 
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There are four schools currently located in George Washington High 
School Campus, servicing grades 9-12 and over 2,300 students. Until 
two years ago, GW was known as an impact site = a school with high 
crime and violence. Two years ago GW was removed off of the impact 
list. One of the biggest issues with GW’s is the perception of the 
school. To date there are few very, if any, gang related issues. Part of 
that solution is because there is a Campus Manager that works with 
School safety and NYPD. “We need more training, instead of jailing our 
youth”. –Javier Trejo 

Another struggle is working with kids with disabilities. “We need to 
figure out how to work with kids while they are in crisis. Kids can’t 
manage their behavior”. –Javier Trejo 

The community and schools should continue the “NYPD Walk With 
Students’.  This allows the relationship to build with all participants.  

80% of GW students are from immigrant families. That is also a 
reason parents are not involved in school/police issues. They are in 
fear of their immigration status.  

Question from Richard Lewis: How does D.O.E track challenged 
students? 

Answer from Javier Trejo: They can’t legally track students. It’s the 
teacher’s responsibility to read all students I.E.P. (Individual 
Educational Plan) 

There are 5 Levels of Infraction in NYC public schools: 

Level 1 Uncooperative/Noncompliant Behavior  
Level 2 Disorderly Behavior  
Level 3 Disruptive Behavior  
Level 4 Aggressive or Injurious/Harmful Behavior  
Level 5 Seriously Dangerous or Violent Behavior 
 
In closing, George Washington High School has improved on so many 
levels. 
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Report from FDNY 
 

To date there has been one gas leak reported (Amsterdam & 167 
street). Gas leaks are trending. “Better to be safe than sorry” – Chief 
Richie 

FDNY participates in “Fire Prevention” programs for schools at least 
twice a month.  They also do “Open Houses” at the firehouses as well. 
*Note: FDNY responds to all calls, regardless, unless indicated as a 
“test.” 

Report from Transit District 3 

Transit has a school team of eight uniformed officers, set up in 
strategic locations. They cover eight precincts. There have been eight 
school crimes in 2015.  This year (2016), there have been only three 
incidents. Crime is down 40% from 2014. Re: dealing with students, 
they try NOT to issue summonses unless it’s a habitual offense. 

Last 28 days: one crime in the 33rd (lush crime/sleeping) and one 
crime in the 34th (pick pocket) on the trains. 

“Do Not Fall Asleep On Trains!” 

Report from 34th Precinct 

They have 46 schools within their jurisdiction. They have three Youth 
Officers within those schools. Training school safety and administration 
on how to react has been a big success. Also truancy is working and 
helps get kids back in school. Truancy is only from 9:00 – 11:30 So far 
11 arrests were made this year within their schools that they cover, as 
opposed to 14 arrests in 2015.  

Past 28 days in school: Seized a stun gun  

Past 28 days: 1 sexual assault, 1 burglary  

Report from 33rd Precinct 

They have 16 schools (within 4 buildings) in their jurisdiction. They 
have two Youth Officers patrolling the four sites.  YTD there have been 
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four incidents. NY State is trying to raise the age limit for minor/non 
violent crimes called “PROJECT RESET” (please see appendix A.) Also 
NYPD EXPLORERS PROGRAM, a community service, career-oriented 
program designed to educate young men and women, ages 14-20, 
about Law Enforcement is doing well (please see appendix B.) 

* How many incidents reported per school and a breakdown of the 
incidents 
In the 33rd Precinct, we have a total of three incidents reported since 
the beginning of the school year: 

• PS 138 reported that on 09/21/2016, they discovered that an 
Ipad was missing from a classroom inside of the school. This 
complaint was classified as Petit Larceny, and is currently under 
investigation. 
  

• A student at the Community Health Academy reported on 
09/22/2016 that she was receiving threatening text messages 
from her boyfriend. The investigation into this complaint 
culminated with the arrest, and subsequent charge of the 
boyfriend for Aggravated Harassment by the Precinct Detective 
Squad. 
 

•  An employee of the Gregorio Luperon H.S reported on 
10/06/2016 that after he engaged in a dispute with a student for 
the use of a cellphone. The student threaten the victim with 
bodily harm. This incident is being kept under observation by our 
youth team, and no further action was warranted.   

 
* How many weapons recovered, when and where from 

Currently there are no weapons recovered at our schools 
 
* How many arrests? 
There is one arrest (see above) 

 
* How are younger kids handled in contrast to older ones? 
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The responsibility of the department is to adhere to the strict 
interpretation of all legal statutes. As a result, we have procedures in 
place to deal with all persons under the age of 16 in accordance with 
the law. In our system all persons over the age of 15 are treated as 
adult thus, they do not get any separate treatment than what adults 
get. However, persons under the age of 16, can be processed in 
different ways, contingent on the crime such has committed. We have 
different classifications for this persons under the age of 16, and we 
designate them into one of two major categories, Juvenile Delinquents, 
and Juvenile Offenders.  In all cases, the processes of arrest will differ 
depending on what category the juvenile falls under. It is important to 
know that this process is not done arbitrarily rather, is all based on 
procedure, and legal statues.   
 
 Police Officer Perez and Police Officer Nunez, are two veteran police 
officers assigned to the youth office in the 33rd Precinct. These Two 
officers conform to part of the mandate under our NCO program. 

Report from the Manhattan D.A’s office 

The D.A’s office goes to schools and does presentations. It also 
includes a massive mailing to student parents and the community. To 
date the “SATURDAY NIGHT LIGHTS” Program has been extremely 
helpful The D.A has announced 3 significant investments aimed at 
preventing crime and reforming the justice system, including funding 
opportunities for: early diversion programs for low-level misdemeanor 
offenders; social enterprises for young people and formerly 
incarcerated individuals; and innovative transition programs for youth 
who are transitioning out of foster care.   

Old/New Business 

Body cam discussion will resume at next meeting. 

Agenda for Next Meeting 
 
Holiday Safety – location TBA 

Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm by Arlene Schulman.  
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