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July 5, 2016

Hon. Polly Trottenberg
Commissioner

Department of Transportation
55 Water Street, 9th Floor
New York, NY 10041

Dear Commissioner Trottenberg:

At the General Meeting on Tuesday, June 28, 2016 Community Board 12 Manhattan, passed a resolution with a vote
of (31) In Favor, (0) Opposed, (0) Abstention proposing holding a workshop on the transportation needs of the
immediate area-and the proposed design changes to Dyckman Street and that the information gathered at the
workshop be used to produce enhancements and refinements to the proposed plan for Dyckman Street.

Whereas, as part of its Vision Zero pedestrian safety efforts, the New York City Department of Transportation is in
the process of introducing traffic calming measures to many streets, and,

Whereas, the need exists for an east-west bicycle connection in the vicinity of Dyckman Street, and,

Whereas, the New York City Department of Transportation has proposed a new design for Dyckman Street from
Broadway to 10th Avenue, and,

Whereas, in the view of the Department of Transportation, Dyckman Street from Broadway to Nagle Avenue is
currently organized as four lanes, one combined travel and parking lane and one travel lane in each direction, and,

Whereas, this stretch of Dyckman Street is typical of many wide streets throughout our community and the city at
large and,

Whereas, during the decades upon decades during which all of these streets operated, a culture developed as to
their actual usage, and,

Whereas, in fact and usage our residents consider the street to be divided into three lanes in each direction, the one
next to the curb for parking, the one closest to the center for travel, and a de facto intermediate lane used for a
variety of purposes, and,

Whereas, the de facto intermediate lane is normally used for travel, and,
Whereas, emergency vehicles use this de facto lane for parking, and have every right to do so, and,

Whereas, of necessity some specialized delivery vehicles, for example fuel trucks, must park in the intermediate lane
to make their deliveries, and,

Whereas, similar exigencies exist for other delivery trucks, and moving vans which park in the intermediate lane as
well, and,
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Hon. Polly Trottenberg

Commissioner

Department of Transportation
55 Water Street, 9th Floor
New York, NY 10041

Hon. Mitchell J. Silver

Commissioner

NYC Parks & Recreation

The Arsenal

830 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10065

Dear Commissioners Trottenberg and Silver:

At the General Meeting on Tuesday, June 28, 2016 Community Board 12 Manhattan, passed a resolution with a vote
of (30) In Favor, (0) Opposed, (0) Abstention and (1) Not voting due to conflict calling on our elected officials
immediately to fund the W. 181t Street Beautification Project; and requesting that DoT & DPR work together to
coordinate funding and completion of such project(s) and requesting that DDC exercise the utmost care and
stewardship over the extant plantings and restoration of same in the course of managing the renovation project.

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

The W. 181st Street Beautification Project (W181BP) is a small 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to
making the neighborhood a more attractive and caring place, providing neighborhood youth
programming at several sites in Washington Heights and having created beautifully terraced gardens
on either side of the Pinehurst Ave. / W. 181st St. step street in 1986 through Operation Green Thumb
and has maintained them for the last 30 years; and

The gardens consist of 22 terraces (11 on either side of the steps) and provide visual beauty as well
as seating and respite for residents of Washington Heights, and are a cherished neighborhood
amenity providing “old world" charm in the urban visual landscape; and

The W181BP presented to the Traffic & Transportation Committee of Community Board 12,
Manhattan (CB12M) on June 6, 2016 and to CB12M's Parks & Cultural Affairs Committee on June
14" with regard to the deteriorating conditions, citing two inter-related problems - rotting timbers and
a rodent infestation replete with a vast network burrows that has eroded the terraces’ underlying
infrastructure — which have conspired to render the terraces unsafe for the public and for volunteer
gardeners; and

The step street is a mapped street under the auspices of the NYC Department of Transportation
(DoT), and was renovated in 2001 by DoT and the NYC Department of Design & Construction (DDC),
both of which agencies took great care to preserve what plantings they could and to restore the
gardens following construction; and




